
September 2014  Page 1 
 

Dutchess Dirt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

A gardening newsletter from:  
 

 
 

Issue #86, September 2014  
 

 
 

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers 
What We Taught (and Learned) at the Dutchess County Fair   

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

August was a very busy month for the Master Gardener volunteers at CCEDC, as we focused 
on delivering education at the 169th Dutchess County Fair. We had 3 displays in the Horticulture 
Building: the traditional Ask the Master Gardener desk; our Home Composting display; and a 
new Dutchess County Recycles display.  MG volunteers helped created the signage, set up 
the displays and then removed everything on the following Monday.  
 
The displays were staffed each day from 10 am to 7 pm by 42 Master Gardener volunteers for 
165 hours and by 6 CCEDC staff for 84 hours.  Together, we talked with over 2,300 visitors. 
 
In recognition of that effort, this month’s Dutchess Dirt will focus on what we taught and what we 
learned from each other and visitors at the fair.  
 

Ask the Master Gardener 
A tradition for many years in the Horticulture Building, this booth has many visitors. Some arrive 
with a jar of insects, a leaf, or piece of shrubbery. A few have a list of questions; others stop by 
to see what’s hot this year.  Common questions this year were:  
 

How do we get rid of stink bugs? Do they do damage inside my home?  
This time of year, brown marmorated stink bugs (BSMBs) begin to 
look for a nice warm protected spot for overwintering. If there are 
gaps in structures, they will find them and can enter your home. 
The best thing to do is try to locate entryways. Observe where you 
see them inside, and look for a nearby gap around a door, window 
or chimney.   
  
Stink bugs cannot reproduce indoors, cause structural damage or 
bite. They can produce unpleasant odors in large numbers.  If you 
see some, vacuum them or pick them up with a tissue without 
crushing them.  Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Fact Sheet 
 

http://nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/buildings/BMSB_FS.pdf
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What’s killing my evergreen trees? 
Again, the first thing to determine is the species of the trees. Spruce, pine and fir trees are 
affected by different insects and diseases. Most fair visitors were asking about spruce.  
  
The most common and visible damage of evergreens 
in our area is a fungus called Rhizosphaera kalkhoffii 
or spruce needle cast disease.  It especially affects 
Colorado Blue Spruce along with other spruce 
species. Trees appear thin on the lower half or are 
only retaining 1-2 years of new growth. Field 
identification is based on symptoms but accurate 
identification requires laboratory analysis. Since the 
fungus overwinters in fallen needles it is important to 
rake and discard them in the fall. Also infected 
branches should be pruned out. Good air circulation 
(e.g. spacing between trees and around them) helps 
needles stay dryer and less susceptible to damage. Needle cast fact sheet. 
 

Trees along sides of roads and the Taconic are all brown. What’s  happening? 
This damage is from the locust leafminer, 
Odonatata dorsalis, a pest of black locust and 
honeylocust trees. In our 
area, black locust trees 
spread easily along roads. 
Insects attack many of the 
trees at the same time so 
the damage is quite visible.  

Adults eat holes in the leaves but larvae mine the 
tissue between the leaf’s surfaces which causes 
the leaves to turn brown and drop off. The 
damage is usually more aesthetic than 
destructive. Locust Leafminer Fact Sheet.  

 

What is this insect?  

The cicada killer wasp is more of a nuisance than it is a problem. It burrows 
in grass-covered or bare ground especially if it is dry and loose soil. Late 
summer it starts flying around looking for cicadas, which they paralyze and 
bring to the burrow to feed their offspring.  Unfortunately it is a large insect, 
flies slowly and scares people. They rarely sting, however and should be left alone.   
Cicada Killer Wasp Fact Sheet. 
 

And this one? 
 
A beautiful black and yellow garden spider, 
Argiope aurantia. It is an orb weaver whose 
web includes a white zig-zag pattern in the 
middle to deter birds from flying into it. 
Common Spiders of New York Fact Sheet 

 

http://extension.psu.edu/pests/ipm/program/christmas-tree/pest-fact-sheets/needle-discoloration-and-injury/rhizosphaera-needle-cast.pdf
http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/pest_al/llminer/llminer.pdf
http://www.masterbeekeeper.org/stinging/cicadakiller.htm
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/commonspiders.pdf
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/archive/entomology/ndsucpr/Years/2009/May/21/forestry1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/archive/entomology/ndsucpr/Years/2009/May/21/forestry.htm&h=449&w=600&tbnid=7II8e1I9m7IYdM:&zoom=1&docid=XMO8OALWjAxvIM&ei=_08LVN_JNIO1yATz0oHIDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEYQMygeMB4&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=6104&page=3&start=20&ndsp=14
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=is6BNQx26ObuaM&tbnid=Szg1zRG-4haMXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.masterbeekeeper.org/stinging/cicadakiller.htm&ei=lFYLVJ_pHtCBygTP0ID4Cg&bvm=bv.74649129,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFljqOI7RBGnSJdG4bdMb7c37p6lQ&ust=1410115582065500
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What are the spots on this (fill in the blank)? 
Many visitors to our Ask the Master Gardeners booth were concerned about spots: spots on 
tomato leaves; spots on apple leaves; spots on maple leaves; raised spots on oak leaves. 
Once again, we needed to identify the leaf before we could diagnose the disease or recommend 
management and control.     
 
Most flat brown spots are caused by a fungus. Some are more cosmetic than damaging.  
For example, septoria leaf spot and early blight on tomatoes harm the leaves but not the fruit.  
Early Blight and Septoria Leaf Spot of Tomato Fact Sheet 
 
Other diseases however, such as late blight on tomatoes, cause dramatic damage to the entire 
plant and its fruit, and spread very quickly. Plants affected by late blight should be removed and 
destroyed as soon as the pathogen is identified. 
Late Blight Fact Sheet 
 
With all diseases, it is good practice to gather fallen leaves and affected plants and to destroy 
them. Also since specific fungi cause diseases of specific plants (or a family of plants such as 
the cucurbits) rotating where vegetable are grown in your garden can reduce disease damage.  
Vegetable Disease Fact Sheets Listed by Crop   
  
Several folks brought oak leaves for us to look at. It turned out they 
had samples of two types of galls. Galls are caused by mites or 
wasps and are usually not harmful on leaves. Some galls form on 
twigs or branches and can cause more injury. The oak leaf galls on 
the near leaf are caused by a midge, Polystepha pilulae.  The 
others (far right) are hedge hog galls, caused by a wasp Acraspis 
erinacei.   Article on Oak Leaf Galls. 
  
 

Why didn’t my Hydrangea bloom?   
There are several different species of Hydrangea. The first thing you need to do is determine 
which Hydrangea you are growing. Some bloom on new growth and others bloom on growth 

from the year before.  Also, some are hardier than others. 

Plants with large white flowers are usually Hydrangea 
paniculata (far left) or H. arborescens (left). They bloom on 
new growth and are hardy to zone 3. They should be pruned 
in the fall or early spring before new growth emerges. 

Plants with pink or blue 
flowers are usually 

Hydrangea macrophylla (right) or H. serrata (far right). They 
bloom on old growth and are hardy to Zone 5. They should be 
pruned as soon as the flowers have faded and strong new 
growth is emerging. These are the branches which will bloom in 
spring.    

So – why didn’t your hydrangea bloom? You might have pruned 
them at the wrong time. Also buds formed in the fall might have been damaged by cold weather 
over the winter. Pruning Hydrangea Fact Sheet 

 

http://ccesuffolk.org/assets/Horticulture-Leaflets/Early-Blight-and-Septoria-Leaf-Spot-of-Tomato.pdf
http://usablight.org/sites/default/files/upload/Trifold_late_blight.pdf
http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/cropindex.htm
http://extension.missouri.edu/news/DisplayStory.aspx?N=1595
http://ccesuffolk.org/assets/Horticulture-Leaflets/Pruning-Hydrangea.pdf
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Home Composting 
This exhibit provided educational information and hands-on opportunities to experience finished 
compost. Up front and center was a container of “Black Gold” which we encouraged children 
and adults to touch. It was compost! That usually started lively conversations about recycling 
organic materials to make compost.  

       
Signage included:  

 Why Compost? Did you know? -  USEPA Municipal Solid Waste Facts and Figures. 

 Compost Materials – how to combine "Greens and Browns",Carbon and Nitrogen rich 
materials. 

 Composting Basics - the components, process and results of composting.  

 Composting Options – homeowners’ approaches for on-ground and above-ground 
composting. 

 Getting Started - how to layer and fill a compost container, and use of finished compost.  

 Vermicomposting - the basics and results of composting with worms.   

 The Biology of Composting - what goes on inside the compost pile with macro and 
microorganisms. 

 Troubleshooting - Common problems and their remedies.  
 

Some visitors were interested in composting for the first time. Many visitors were already 
composting but had questions how to do it more effectively. Several folks came back again after 
talking with us last year.  
 
My favorite was a young man with a toddler in tow who exclaimed “I did what you told me last 
year and now I have beautiful compost!” 

Organic Recycling 
A new addition to the fair this year was CCEDC’s 
‘Dutchess County Recycles’ exhibit. Although 
recycling has been mandatory in Dutchess County 
since 1990, recent changes have made recycling 
even better for county residents.  
 
Our goal was to educate the community how we 
can reduce the amount of waste going to landfills by 
increasing the amount which is recycled or 
composted. We talked with nearly 1000 people 
about what is recyclable, how to recycle it, what 
should go into solid waste and what shouldn’t, and 
what to do with the rest. 
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Dutchess County has two key entities which process our waste. The Waste to Energy plant in 
Poughkeepsie is a Resource Recovery Facility (RRF), in operation since 1987. It can process 
164,000 tons of waste per year, which it converts to energy, then sells Central Hudson. Every 
day, it can turn 450 tons of waste into 9.3 megawatts (MW) of renewable power, enough to 
power over 10,000 homes. The facility also recovers 10 to 14 million pounds of ferrous metals 
from the waste for recycling each year. But more solid waste is received than can be processed. 
There is still over 40,000 tons of solid waste a year which is shipped out, 30 tons per truck, to 
landfills over 250 miles away. 
 
ReCommunity, in Beacon, is a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF). Headquartered in Charlotte, 
NC, ReCommunity has 33 facilities in 14 states and 30 + years of industry leading experience.  
At full capacity, the Beacon MRF annually saves over 120,000 cubic yards of landfill space and 
prevents over 260,000 tons of CO2 greenhouse gasses. A sophisticated mechanical system is 
used for separating and compacting solid waste materials for recycling and other uses. 
 
To create the exhibit, Master Gardener volunteers gathered lots of examples of waste from our 
homes. Then we met with leaders from Dutchess County Solid Waste Management, the 
government entity that oversees solid waste management for the county, and identified what 
was recyclable and what wasn’t. It was quite a learning experience; we thought we were 
responsible and knowledgeable recyclers, but found many items we didn’t realize were 
recyclable. We also learned which items should not go into our recycle bin.  
 

       
 
For the fair, we taped our examples onto the appropriate receptacles. Waste is shown on the 
right, recyclables on the left. Fairgoers said they learned a lot - even those who are proud to be 
experienced recyclers.  
 
If we all learn about today’s recycling opportunities, and recycle more items, we can help 
achieve the County’s goal to send ZERO waste to landfills.  
 
 For more information on recycling in Dutchess County please visit 

 Dutchess County Solid Waste Management site www.Dutchessny.gov/solidwaste 
and click on Recycle on the left side of the page. 

 Dutchess County Resource Recovery Agency  www.dcraa.org 

 Recommunity Recycling Education site www.recommunity.com/education and be sure to 
look at the Dirty Dozen, what not to recycle. 

http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/SolidWasteMgmt/21814.htm
http://www.dcraa.org/
file:///E:/www.recommunity.com/education
http://www.co.dutchess.ny.us/CountyGov/Departments/SolidWasteMgmt/21814.htm
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CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers at the 2014 Dutchess County Fair 
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After 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, September 21, and October 19, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden 
Association Interpretive Tours, 1-4pm, Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park.  Free tours by Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters. Tours begin 
at the entrance to the gardens. The volunteer interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, 
with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden 
Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as 
they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information 
about two major projects the gardens are currently undergoing: the renovation of the “Cherry 
Walk” and the replanting of the rose garden terraces. Visitors can also visit the 1875 Toolhouse 
building to look at photographs of the gardens taken during the Vanderbilt era. For further 

Before 
Before 

During 
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information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website 
at http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
 
Tuesday – September 23, 7PM, Staatsburg Library, 70 Old Post Road, ‘Grow Like a Pro’ 
gardening series sponsored by The Friends of the Staatsburg Library.  Master Gardener 
volunteer Michelle Keeley will present “Pruning” For more information call: 845-889-4683 or 
Email: staatslibrary@gmail.com 
 
Saturday, Sept 27 and Oct 28, 11am-5pm, Innisfree Garden celebration for Northeast 
Dutchess residents, 362 Tyrell road, Millbrook, NY. Free Admission and Discounted 
Curator’s Tours ($8) for residents of Amenia, Clinton Corners, Dover Plains, Millbrook, 
Millerton, North East, Pine Plains, Stanford, Washington, Wassaic and Wingdale. Garden tours 
at 11am and 2pm are 90 minutes let by Kate Kerin, Innisfree’s landscape curator. Reservations 
are strongly suggested. Please send your name, the number in your party, and the tour date 
and time you would like to office@innisfreegarden.org.   Oct 18 the garden will also open at 6am 
(before sunrise) as part of a series of special events celebrating Morning Light at Innisfree.  For 

more information click here. 
 

Check out http://www.hvgardencalendar.com for more events 

PLANT ID QUIZ 

               
 

 
Last month’s clue was: These shrubs 
share the same common name, but have 
different botanical names. Both are lovely 
to behold, but one you would rather not 
hold. Do you know what they are? 
 
Actually, I was mistaken in my original 
identification.  The white flowering shrub is 
not poison sumac. Both the leaves and 
berries are those of staghorn sumac, Rhus 
typhina. Perhaps it is an alba form. 

This is a photo of the leaves and berries of 
poison sumac, Toxicodendron vernix.  It is 
uncommon and grows only in very wet areas. 
 
Originally known as Rhus vernix,  it can cause 
a rash similar to poison ivy, Toxicodendron 
radicans.  
 
Note that the leaves are neither jagged nor 
hairy, and the berries are arranged differently.  
 

 

mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
tel:845-229-6432
mailto:staatslibrary@gmail.com
http://www.innisfreegarden.org/events.html
http://www.hvgardencalendar.com/
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Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 will be open Wednesday 9-noon starting April 2. 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture 
Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 

 

Learn more about CCEDC and its activities. Subscribe to our new monthly E-newsletter. Text 
CCEDC to 22828 to get started, or email Nina Doyle at nm62@cornell.edu    

 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nm62@cornell.edu
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

