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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
THE HYLAND-WENTE HOUSE AND GARDEN 

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

As summer draws to a close and all the outdoor furnishings are packed away for the winter, 
don’t you wish there was some way you could still enjoy that “al fresco” feeling of being in the 
garden all year long?  Well, if you were Larry Wente and Jack Hyland of Millerton, the changing 
seasons would present no obstacles to your outdoor enjoyment at all. In fact, the Hyland-Wente 
house and garden are so naturally and seamlessly sited into the landscape, you might be 
tempted to open an umbrella in the house when it first starts to rain. 
 
This beautifully orchestrated compound feels like an extension of the colorful farm fields that 
surround it, yet a mere twelve years ago this was nothing but a mountaintop corn crop.  As Jack 
Hyland recalls, he and Larry were driving through the area on a hot summer day when a “For 
Sale” sign at the top of a Millerton cornfield caught their eye.  They managed to borrow a 
stepladder (the corn was seven feet tall at the time) to simply check out the views – and with 
just one look they were smitten!  Seeing the vista of Indian Lake at the bottom of the hill 
mirroring the mountains and fields behind it, they both agreed that this site was a spectacular 
blank slate just waiting to be brought to life. 
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And what an evolution it has been!  The house, which was designed by homeowner and LEED 
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) architect Larry Wente, is sited on a north-
south axis to take full advantage of views, breezes, and sunlight.  The structure’s long and 
narrow rectangular footprint provides the maximum exposure to the outdoors on both sides of its 
walls.  Sited in the middle of this 
narrow box construction is a 
three-story stair tower with two 
full walls of glass which operates 
as the perfect conductor for cool 
breezes in summer and passive 
solar heat in winter. The three-
foot-thick limestone wall fronting 
the house both inside and out 
also acts as a massive solar 
energy source, retaining the 
sun’s heat during the day, and 
then slowly releasing it at night.  
Radiant heating has been 
installed in the core of this textured wall, (delightful!) as well as below the concrete, stone, and 
wooden floors throughout the house.  All the finishes in this home consist of either local quarried 
stone, glass, metal, or re-purposed wood and serve to complement the natural agrarian qualities 
of its setting.  
 

There is a beautiful three-sided screened porch 
which is built off of the kitchen and affords the 
most incredible sensation of being right in the 
fields.  It is equipped with a large stone fireplace 
that can also double as an indoor grill.  Originally 
designed as a three season room, Larry and 
Jack enjoyed it so much that they winterized it 
with supplemental heating and the installation of 
fitted insulated glass window inserts to cover the 
screens.  The windows stretch from floor to 
ceiling, and Jack reports that they present an 
entertaining parade of animals and birds, many 

who pass by daily on their way to the grasses and fields beyond. 
 
While Larry Wente’s talent as an architect is evident throughout the 
house, the design of the gardens belong to Jack Hyland.  His 
aesthetic sense with plant combinations, textures and color in 
these spaces is extraordinary.  This is no timid garden; dramatic 
blocks of color excite, delight, and serve as strong foils for the 
surrounding wild hillsides of native plants.  The structure of the 
gardens are tight and formal, but their geometry is set free by the 
swaying grasses and sprawling, over-flowing flower forms.  As you 
move further from the house, the settings become much looser and 
wilder. Vertical accents are used to their advantage here too, with 
red hyacinth bean plants scaling posts and showing off their jewel-
tone seed pods.  There is a wonderful green and gold garden 
which encloses a central rill and is home to schools of goldfish – 
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the color of which only serves to further accent the borders.  The pool area is strongly framed by 
bright blocks of gold rudbeckia and dramatic grasses that contrast beautifully, much like an 
abstract painting, with the striking blue color of the water. There is much to see in these 
gardens, but there are also places where punctuations such as urns and stone-works allow the 
eye some rest from all the excitement. 
 
As expected, these garden spaces have many environmentally sensitive areas which conserve 
resources and help to keep everything sustainable.  There is a gray waste-water system which 
recycles household water to irrigate the 
flower and vegetable gardens.  
Rainwater is also collected from off the 
roof and contained in cisterns for later 
use.  There is a “sculpture” garden of 
active solar panels which help to provide 
about two thirds of the electrical power 
for the house.  And whenever possible, 
the use of native plants is chosen over 
more sensitive and fussy varieties. 
Compost areas are also in evidence 
here, and are discreetly hidden from view 
by lovely evergreen hedges. 
 
Jack related how one of the most difficult challenges of this design project was what to do with 
the surrounding fields just outside of the tended gardens.  His first experiment was to use a wild- 
flower seed mixture, hoping to incorporate many varieties of blooms and color to the hillside.  
Unfortunately, in order to plant these seeds, all the surrounding vegetation would have to be 
removed, and this proved to be an enormous undertaking. The fields were full of timothy hay 
seed as well as tough natives – all plants that needed to be aggressively weeded in order to 
give the wildflower seeds a chance to emerge. That first year after planting the mixture the 
hillside looked wonderful, but many of those wildflowers were annuals that would not come 
back– or whose scattered seeds could not compete with the returning natives.  The perennials 
that came up the second year were swallowed up, literally, by the “locals” that emerged with a 
vengeance.  What to do?  Jack reasoned that Mother Nature was a pretty good gardener 
herself, so why not just embrace what she had to offer? 
 

And how perfect that he did!  The 
wildflower fields today are filled with 
enormous sweeps of native 
goldenrod, grasses, cow parsley, and 
stands of purple-pink Joe Pye weed.  
Butterflies and birds abound here, and 
the buzzing of insects and crow-calls 
are music to the ears.  There are 
mown pathways through these fields 
that lead down to the boat dock on 
Indian Lake - an incredibly beautiful 
destination and well worth the hike.  
And an annual fall mowing keeps 
everything in these fields from getting 
unruly and gives them a totally 
different appearance in the winter. 
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It is wonderful to imagine how this house and its surrounding gardens must look from the inside 
(and out) in every season.  Jack states that the grasses and flower seed-heads are allowed to 
dry in place in autumn to provide winter interest and food for wildlife.  What a delightful 
experience it must be to enjoy a winter “al fresco” garden here….. in front of the roaring 
fireplace with a hot cup of tea! 
 
All photographs courtesy of Victoria Rolfe, Master Gardener Volunteer. 
 

DILL: LET’S GO MEDITERRANEAN 
By Anthula Natsoulas, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Dill is a delicate-looking plant with feathery blue-green leaves and yellow flowers.  It’s tall and 
leggy with an umbrella shaped head that grows at the end of a stem and contains the cluster of 
tiny flowers that bloom in summer. Dill is native to the Mediterranean region.  

Anethum graveolens belongs to the celery family Apiaceae.  It’s a hardy annual plant and can 
grow to a height of between two and five feet depending on the variety.  It looks very much like 
fennel that has the same lacy leaves although fennel has a slightly sweet taste and an edible 

bulb at its base.  There are different varieties of dill that 
can be grown in the herb garden.  It’s fun to explore 
them; try a new one each year. 
 
Because of its height and its extensive sunlight 
requirement, dill does best grown in the ground.  It 
requires full sun of six to eight hours, slightly acidic and 
rich well-drained soil.  Dill seedlings cannot be 
transplanted easily. Seeds are best placed directly into 
the ground after the danger of frost is gone. Additional 
seeds can be sown every two to three weeks to insure a 
continuous supply of fresh leaves.  
 
If you have a small garden and all you require is a few 
plants, these may be purchased at the nursery and 
planted directly in the ground.  A dill plant may reseed 
itself and grow back the next summer. 
 

Dill leaves can be harvested as needed.  Use immediately for best flavor. Seeds can be 
collected from the flower heads before bloom and used for flavoring as well.  The seeds and 
leaves can be dried; seeds will retain their flavor for up to one year.   
 
Cucumbers and cabbage can benefit if planted near dill but carrots and tomatoes should not be 
planted nearby.  Honeybees and other beneficial insects are attracted to the umbrella heads 
when the flowers blossom.  
 
Dill is an herb that is commonly used in the Mediterranean cuisine.  Its leaves are often added 
to fish dishes, potato salad and vegetables and to flavor yogurt sauce.  I use dill in green bean 
and spinach stews and give below a recipe for Spanakorizo or Spinach with Rice.  At one of the 
Greek restaurants in Toledo, OH they would serve this with two sunny-side up eggs and 
cabbage slaw.  The cabbage slaw was dressed with olive oil and wine vinegar, not mayonnaise.  
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This recipe is a combination of different ones that I have tried and my memory of how my 
mother made it.  It is often used as a main course. 
 

SPANAKORIZO 

Ingredients: 
 1/4 cup olive oil 
 1/2 cup chopped onion 

2 to 2.5 lbs. spinach, washed (I have used the pre-washed baby spinach and it works 
very well – also easier.) 

 1/3 cup chopped fresh dill 
1 cup grated fresh tomato (You could use canned tomatoes but the fresh tomatoes give 
it a lighter taste.  Grate the tomato by thinly slicing the end of the tomato and using the 
coarse side of the grater.) 

 1/2 cup rice 
 1/3 to 1/2 cup crumbled feta 
 variety of black olives 
 lemon wedges 
 
Heat a deep pot and add olive oil.  Add 
onion and sauté until lightly browned.  
Slowly add spinach and mix until 
wilted. 
Add tomato and dill and mix.  Add salt 
and pepper to taste. 
Sprinkle rice on top of the spinach 
mixture and cover rice grains with the 
spinach.  Cover pot and  simmer for 
about 20 to 30 minutes until the liquids 
are absorbed.  Uncover and let sit for about 5 minutes. 
Serve with crumbled feta, olives and lemon wedges.  Spanakorizo can be served hot or at room 
temperature. 

  

“Crabgrass and Clover” Part III (final) in a Series 
By Mary Grosskopf, MG Volunteer 

(Click here for the first in the series: Companion Planting)  
(Click here for the second on the series: Gardening with Little Ones) 

 
“Mama, can we help you?” called two little children, who were seen slipping into the garden 
early one Saturday morning; just as Mom had just settled down to an hour of peaceful, 
uninterrupted weeding. “Maaaaama, where are you? Did you hear us? We’re here to help!” 
 
 Wasn’t this small portrayal of eagerness supposed to tug immediately at the heartstrings?  Isn’t 
this what happened in all of the Old Timey stories of families pitching in together? It all sounded 
so lovely, until you heard it for real. Why did the simple phrase “Mama, can we help you?” 
suddenly create such intense internal feelings of angst? “Well, it’s because those little creatures 
are running out here to yank up your pretty flowers!” said the grouchy little gnome who had 
appeared suddenly as a spirit on her left shoulder.  He dug his grubby little feet into her 
shoulder before adding, “Remember, just one tug and it’s all over for the season. No flowers!”  
Before the Mom could voice her agreements, a kinder, sweeter garden fairy with nicer thoughts 
appeared on her other shoulder. “But isn’t this what you always dreamed about?” she reasoned, 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/perch/resources/1391433547-dutchess-dirt-february-2014.pdf
http://www.ccedutchess.org/perch/resources/dutchess-dirt-may-2014.pdf
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“They want to be with you.  And, besides, look at this place!” she added practically. “This garden 
is becoming a mess! Get yourself some help!”   The mom knew the good fairy had a point. This 
is, after all, how Ma Ingalls had done it in the Little House books. When she needed her girls 
they all came happily running out of the cabin to help. If Ma Ingalls had anxiety attacks over all 
that happiness, no one ever wrote about it!  Besides, this garden was such a magical space. 
What little child wouldn’t want to make it their own? In fact, this all 
started with the girls in mind. When did they grow up so fast? It 
seems only yesterday that they were just little toddlers…… 
 
As Mom got to her feet, the selfish garden gnome fell off her 
shoulder as the good little garden fairy whispered, “Remember, 
they can’t learn any younger!” “She’s right.” the Mom thought 
determinedly, “They can’t learn any younger!”  
 
Leading her girls by hand into the garden, she talked to them about 
the importance of taking care of something that’s so pretty and 
meaningful. “It’s a lot of responsibility, are you ready?” The two 
sets of big, happy eyes shone with happiness and eagerness as 
they voiced their adamant promises to try as hard as they possibly 
could. With this new source of help acquired, the mom joyfully went 
into the garden, ready to teach the differences between all the 
flowers that could grow with a little time and attention, as well as 
the crabgrass and clover which needed to be pulled. 
 
The two little gardeners started by pulling clover, squealing happily whenever they found some 
(Who knew this could be the source of so much joy?), all the while learning to identify the 

numerous beautiful little flowers along the way. They weeded in the New 
England cottage style, harkening to Libertarian roots which no one in the 
family politically espoused to (and which Grandma Rita back in the 
Midwest wouldn’t have approved of), saying that if a flower seedling 
hopped the border into the garden path, looked pretty while otherwise 
minding its own business, it could stay. On this point of liberalism, the 
typically quiet Papa of the family, who was tending the rose garden while 

the others were weeding, was able to set his own rules to this live-and-let-live approach to 
gardening.  “This may work for the flowerbed, but when you’re helping with the roses, if anything 
other than roses starts growing, out it comes! They need good air circulation and if it’s not a 
rose bush, it’s a weed. Same goes in the vegetable patch.” Everyone nodded in agreement to 
those well stated, reasonable thoughts (and with the realization that the Papa was actually 
correct and rather firm on the matter). It was all a fair compromise, like any part of family life.  
 
 As they grew up over the years, the little gardeners learned to blur the lines 
between what was a weed and what was a flower; when you could be a cottage 
gardener or when the situation required a bit more yanking and a bit less 
coddling.  They started on the path to becoming future Master Gardeners who 
would debate and consider those very things all the time. They learned that 
tolerance with plants was a virtue, until you got sick of them, and that there 
were important boundaries.  That if you want to grow things a certain, non-
established, way, you had to get your own little garden. In time, all those little 
mantras became the basis of a happy time where peace (usually) prevailed in 
their garden of life. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday, October 4, 9 AM- 4 PM, second annual Fall Festival Plant Sale, Vanderbilt 
Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. Proceeds to benefit the all-
volunteer Vanderbilt Garden Association. To be held rain or shine. Among the items featured for 
sale will be hardy mums, asters, flowering kale & cabbage, ornamental peppers, and perennials 
for fall planting. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org, visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432.  
 
Sunday, October 5, 2:00 pm, “A Judges’ Perspective of Daylilies in the Garden” Hudson 
Valley Iris & Daylily Society, atthe Marlboro Free Library 1251 Rte 9W, Marlboro, NY. A 
lecture given by Carolyn Young, a daylily and garden judge. Begin gathering at 1:30 for 
socializing and snacks.  The meeting begins at 2, is free and open to the public. 
 
Sunday, October 5 10am-4pm, Ferre Harvest Festival, sponsored by  Comstock Ferre & 
Co, 263 Main Street, Wethersfield,  CT. The oldest seed store in the US hosts the event   
which features garden speakers, local crafts, sustainable products, and live music all day. For 
more info call (860)571-6590 or visit http://www.rareseeds.com/heirloom-festival/ 
 
Saturday, Oct 18, 11am-5pm, Innisfree Garden celebration for Northeast Dutchess 
residents, 362 Tyrell road, Millbrook, NY. Free Admission and Discounted Curator’s Tours 
($8) for residents of Amenia, Clinton Corners, Dover Plains, Millbrook, Millerton, North East, 
Pine Plains, Stanford, Washington, Wassaic and Wingdale. Garden tours at 11am and 2pm are 
90 minutes let by Kate Kerin, Innisfree’s landscape curator. Reservations are strongly 
suggested. Please send your name, the number in your party, and the tour date and time you 
would like to office@innisfreegarden.org.   That same day, Oct 18, the garden will also open at 
6am (before sunrise) as part of a series of special events celebrating Morning Light at Innisfree.  
For more information, click here. 
 
Sunday, October 19, 1-4pm, Frederick W. Vanderbilt Garden Association Interpretive 
Tours, 1-4pm, Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park.  Free 
tours by Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters begin at the entrance to the gardens. 
Volunteers will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and 
the mission of the Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the gardens as 
they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information 
about projects the gardens are currently undergoing. Visitors can visit the 1875 Toolhouse 
building to look at historic garden photographs. For more information call 845-229-6432 
email info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org . 
 
Tuesday, October 21, 10am -Noon, HANDS-in-the-DIRT Workshop, The Beatrix Farrand 
Garden at Bellefield, 4097 Albany Post Rd, Hyde Park, NY 12538. Learn the best ways to put 
your garden to bed -- what to cut down, what to leave up for the birds -- and join us for cider and 
donuts!  Please email info@beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org to reserve a place for this free 
workshop. 
 
Sunday, November 2, 2:00 pm, “Landscaping with Rhododendrons” , Hudson Valley Iris 
& Daylily Society, at the Marlboro Free Library 1251 Rte 9W, Marlboro, NY, a lecture given 
by Bruce Feller, a longtime member of the American Rhododendron Society. Bruce and his 
wife, Marianne's home garden has been featured in many landscaping magazines and is open 
seasonally for members of ACS, Long Island Horticulture and Long Island Rock Garden 
Societies. Begin gathering at 1:30 for socializing and snacks. The meeting begins at 2.  The 
meeting is free and open to the public. 

http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
http://www.rareseeds.com/heirloom-festival/
http://www.innisfreegarden.org/events.html
tel:845-229-6432
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
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PLANT ID QUIZ 

 
Last month this there was no new mystery plant, thus there is no new answer to share.  
 
This photo is a little sneaky in that there are two plants involved. One of them is an invasive 
species in New York, although it is still a favorite in many gardens. Do you know what it is? 

 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 will be open Wednesday 9-noon until October 29. 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Visit our Horticulture 
Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on our services. 

 

Learn more about CCEDC and its activities. Subscribe to our new monthly E-newsletter. Text 
CCEDC to 22828 to get started, or email Nina Doyle at nm62@cornell.edu    

 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nm62@cornell.edu
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

