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Skidsteers and Turf Renovation 
 

I know that a skidsteer is not the best choice for renovating but I have no choice.  Most 
contractors use compact utility loaders and mini skidsteers. Which ones are easy on turf?  
Is there an industry standard???  What ground pressure is acceptable? 
 
An adult standing on turf exerts 6-8 psi while tracked machines exert 2-4 psi and large 
flotation tire models exert 6-8 psi. 
 
What is the difference between traditional skid steers and more friendly compact utility 
loaders? 
 
You DO lose power when you exchange for smaller equipment that treads more lightly on 
turf but the smaller equipment is more maneuverable and lighter---which makes them a lot 
more prone to flipping over.  Smaller machines do exert less pressure. 
 
Smaller “articulated” models are also good for the turf in that they reduce the twist and turn 
and grind effects of the larger machines. 
 
What kind of tires should I use in a low weight machine? 
 
Low weight needs to be coupled with large, turf type tires and narrow width for efficiency in 
small spaces.  Even weight distribution is critical. 
 
What kind of width should I look for in a small machine? 
 
The best is something that can fit through a 36-48” gate. 
 
Should I purchase over-the-tire tracks? 
 
If you are thinking about getting a model with over the tire tracks as accessories, remember 
that extra power is required to run the tracks and it is a ROUGH ride for the operator…if you 
have big tires, forget the over the tire track accessories. 
 
What is the best turning radius to use to avoid damaging the turf? 

 
Choose long radius turns versus 0 radius turns to avoid turf damage. 
 
Does a tracked vehicle or a vehicle with tires cause more damage to turf? 
 
A tracked vehicle can cause more damage than tires because it has more overall surface area 
contact with the ground.   
 



Machines with tracks distribute the weight of the machine over a larger footprint which 
minimizes damage to turf BUT tracks tend to increase the possibility of damage if working in 
a confined area where 0-turning radius is a necessity. 
 
In general, a rubber tire leaves more of a footprint than a track. 
 
If you routinely work in muddy or wet conditions (irrigation, naturally wet sites) go for 
tracks which provide superior flotation. 
 

 I have heard that wide tires are better for not damaging turf.  Is this true? 
 
Wider tires can reduce ground pressure to about 11 psi, so choosing wide tires over tracks 
takes up some of the flotation and weight distribution slack without drawing excess power. 
 
I have no choice of tires versus tracks…I have to use tracks, but which kind should I use?   
 
Rubber or kevlar tracks do less damage to soft ground than steel tracks with metal lugs.  
Traction is determined by these large lugs which are very abrasive and tear up grass.  Steel is 
the worst for soft surfaces and better on hard surfaces. 
 
If I have to use heavy equipment for turf renovation, what is the most turf friendly? 
 
Articulated models are the most turf friendly because you’ll have less drag because the 
machine is hinged in the middle and turns by angling towards the direction of travel.  This 
results in less scuffing and many machines pivot to keep all four wheels on the ground. 
 
Articulated models do NOT have the lifting capability of skid steers 
 
Skid steers twist from side to side and scuffs turf or soil. 
 
You also can get models with full chassis oscillation so you get maximum grip on all sorts of 
ground which is a good fit for tight areas and tight turning radius ability. 
 
Are there any tips to help reduce damage when using heavy equipment to renovate turf? 
 
Always keep an eye on tracks or tires to make sure spinning or sinking is not occurring. 
 
When moving forward, backward or turning, make sure all wheels or tracks are moving at all 
times because damage will occur otherwise.  For instance, if a tire is not rolling it will “skid” 
on turf or soil and tear roots or create focal compaction.  Think about a supermarket cart that 
only has three wheels turning and how the inoperative wheel “drags” or scuffs.  Turf that is 
dragged by the rogue wheel will likely die. 
 
When turning, make wide turns to reduce stress. 

 
 


