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Maintenance Tweaks for Growing Turf on Edges and Medians 
 

I need a low maintenance grass that will tolerate the droughty conditions in my medians 
and sidewalk turf strips.  I though fine fescue would be perfect but it is not growing well.  
What is going on? 
 
Fine fescue is great for droughty sites but it hates heat.  Medians and sidewalk turf strips are 
hot and have high traffic, two things that fine fescues HATE.  Try tall fescue instead.  It is 
the most heat tolerant and will also stay greener much longer than than other turf types in 
droughty conditions. 
 
Shouldn’t rye work in these settings as long as they are in full sun? 

 
No rye should not be used because of its intolerance to salt. 

 
I have constant problems with crabgrass even though I am using a crabgrass preventative 
in medians and sidewalk strips.  Why? 

 
Crabgrass control will need to be applied EARLIER because these areas heat up quicker. 
 
Each time you edge you will need to reapply the crabgrass barrier. 
 
Are you blowing the crabgrass barrier granules away from the area during clean up with a 
leaf blower? 
 
What changes should be made to irrigation scheduling for turf in a median or sidewalk 
strip? 
 
Roots will be shorter because of compaction, so must adjust irrigation schedule to 
accommodate the length of roots plus the increased heat.  This may mean more frequent 
irrigation. 

 
How should I fertilize turf in a median or sidewalk strip? 

 
SPOON FEED fertilizer.  No more than 0.25 lbs of actual nitrogen at one time because of the 
short roots and the potential for runoff onto hardscape due to compaction.   
 
USE STRAIGHT fertilizer OR herbicide, NOT combo weed and feed products. 
This is due to laws and timing plus with the increased weed pressure in these settings using 
the combo products is going to feed the weeds more than anything, OR because of the thin 
turf, the fertilizer will be washed through or away. 

 



I am SO frustrated trying to reseed medians and sidewalk strips.  What can I do to make it 
take better? 

 
Hydromulching is very helpful. 
 
Covering seed with cheese cloth is helpful to keep seed from moving off site.  The cheese 
cloth will simply rot away.  You can also use polyester spun fabric but this must be removed.  
This last is a good alternative for establishing grass seed early in early spring. 
 
Dusting seed with compost or soil may help it to stay in place. 
 
Try seeding with 20% more to compensate for seed that falls or is washed over the side. 
 
What can I do about as rim of soil built up along edge of side walk so that the angle is 
sharp and seed rolls off? 
 
Can install steel edging next to concrete that sticks up as a lip to keep it in place.  You can 
also diaper in seed with cheese cloth and wire pins.  The cheese cloth does not have to be 
removed. 
 
Raise mowing height because turf in these areas is chronically scalped. 
 
Hydromulch. 
 
Reduce the ridge by leveling off with a spade and reseeding. 
 
Raise the concrete edge of the curb. 

 
 


