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   Turf Renovation: Seeding  
 
When is the best time to renovate? 
 
Late August through mid September. 
 
How late can I push my renovation? 
 
The first week of October. 
 
What is the number one mistake made during total renovation? 
 
Bringing is soil from a remote site.  This leads to layering and drainage issue or a cement like 
soil as finer particles mix with larger particles.  Never use sand to amend clay or clay to amend 
sand.  Instead, work with the soil you have and improve that soil with organic matter. 
 
Are there any pre-planning steps I should take prior to renovation? 
 
Make sure that you have reserved your power equipment ahead of time at your rental agency 
since many other people will have the same idea that you do, and make sure that you have soil 
amendments like compost on hand, or delivered ahead of time, so that you can get a pH of the 
material.  You should also get a pH of the existing topsoil so that you know how much lime to 
amend with if any.  A final pH of 6.3-6.8 is crucial for the soil structure and for nutrient uptake 
by grass. 
 
Do a phytotoxicity test on your compost by attempting to sprout cucumber seeds in several small 
pots of compost and in several pots of soil you know has no problem.  If the seeds sprout and 
then turn yellow and die before they develop true leaves, you know your compost has problems, 
possibly too much salt. 
 
What is the best way to get rid of the old turf? 
 
The fastest way to do this for those of you on a limited time budget is to rent a sod cutter and 
strip it off.  Set the sod cutter on the lowest setting so you get as much of the old root system as 
possible.   
 
The other way is to apply Glyphostae herbicide at the labeled rate, wit five days, and then plow 
the dead turf in as an amendment.  KNOW that the chunks of dead turf may not break up easily 
resulting in hummocks which will leave grass seed high and dry when you get around to seeding. 
 
What is the first step once I have removed the old grass? 
 



Spread your organic amendment on the surface, using a 2-3 inch depth of material, or 6 cubic 
feet per 1000 square feet of lawn area.  Spread starter fertilizer on the soil, using 40 lbs of 5-10-5 
or 5-10-10 NPK or its equivalent per 1000 square feet.  Spread lime based on the 
recommendation of your soil pH test 
  
What is the second step once I have removed the old grass? 
 
Step two, fire up the rototiller. Plow your organic and other amendments in to a depth of 6-8 
inches.  Do not over rototill or else you break down the soil structure, leading to compaction and 
drainage problems.  You want soil clumps from the size of a pea to the size of a golf ball.  If you 
have a slope, don’t plant it to grass, but install a low maintenance ground cover.   
 
How should I fix a hole or a dip in the landscape? 
 
Holes and dips in the landscape should NOT be filled in with pure organic matter or topsoil 
brought in.  Instead mix equal parts organic matter and topsoil shaken from turf that was 
removed from your site and use this mix to fill in depressions.   
 
When I am working with the soil are there any things I should avoid? 
 
The site should slope only slightly away from the house to promote drainage.  Try to avoid piling 
extra soil on the tops of tree or shrub roots, or scraping excess earth away from these plants since 
both things can damage or stress the plants. 
  
What is the third step in renovation? 
 
Rake the seed bed.  Rake out clumps of roots, stones that are over 2” in diameter, then rake again 
to smooth bed.  Apply a light fertilization of about a third the amount that was put down prior to 
the incorporation of  amendments. 
 
What is the fourth step in renovation? 
 
Put your seed in the freezer for 48 hours to crack the seed coat.  This will ct germination time in 
half. 
 
What is the fifth step in renovation? 
 
Allow the bed to settle for 24 hours.  Rake a final time for levelness and then seed with a mix of 
grasses that are appropriate for your site and at rates appropriate for the type of grass you have 
selected.  Divide seed mixture in half and sow each half in opposite directions so that there is 
good overlap. Make sure to compensate for unviable seed by calculating the pure live seed rate.   
 
Can I skip mulching the seed? 
 
NO!!!  This is very important to conserving moisture around the seed.  Mulch using a bale and a 
half of straw/1000 square feet.  You will not need to remove this unless you have applied it too 
thickly.  (Don’t use hay since hay contains lots of weed seeds).  You should see about 50% bare 
ground, 50% straw. 



  
How should I water my newly seeded grass? 
 
This is one time where we recommend light, frequent waterings, and make sure the waterings are 
gentle since seed is easily washed away.  Mature turf is watered differently. 
 
Initially water to a depth of 5-6 inches and then water lightly several times a day.  You will not 
be able to back off this regimen until the grass is at least 1.5” long!   
 
Light and frequent means enough to keep the upper 1 inch of soil moist 
 
You can decrease irrigation to once a day at the level of 0.25” depth of water once turf is 2 
inches tall (or if sod no longer lifts easily by hand) 
 
Keep this level up for 3-5 days 
 
THEN skip a day between irrigations, applying 0.3-0.5” depth of water to wean the turf off light 
frequent irrigation.   
 
Do this for about 1.5-2 weeks then continue to provide deep, infrequent irrigation as you would 
for mature turf 
 
How should I mow my newly seeded turf? 
 
When grass reaches a height of 4 inches, mow it back to three and begin to treat grass like a 
normal lawn.  A major reason for failure is poor mowing practice after renovation so mow as 
soon as the first few plants reach 3” and then weekly after that.   Most wait too long to mow. 
 
How should I fertilize my newly seeded turf? 
 
You SHOULD fertilize with 0.5-0.75 lbs N/1000 sq ft 4-6 weeks after seeding for maximum 
establishment.  This usually means you would perform post emergence fertilization at 1.5 to 2 
inches.  Use starter fertilizer.  The county fertilizer law does not allow fertilization between 
November 1 and April 1 so time your applications wisely. 
 
Do I have to fertilize my newly seeded turf? 
 
YES.  If you do not, you run the risk of disease (damping off) which can completely destroy your 
new turf stand. 
 
Can the composition of fertilizer applied the year after seeding affect my newly seeded turf the 
following year? 
 
Yes. The year after seeding when using a regular fertilizer, the proportion of N to P to K affects 
the amount of grass growth. This can be especially important with the new state wide 
phosphorous law.  You may be able to manipulate ratios to get better results after your initial use 
of starter fertilizer for seeding and follow up.  
 



Combinations for Fertilizing the Year After Establishment 
•No phosphorous, low nitrogen formulation: make sure K is also very low or else you will have 
less growth 
•No phosphorous with moderate to high nitrogen, potassium level does not matter 
•No phosphorous with very high nitrogen, get more growth with more potassium 
 
Here are some “To Don’t” items when you are considering turf renovation. 
 
People love to add  a 1-2 inch layer of sand, organic matter or loam to top existing soil in an 
effort to improve their lawns bu this practice rarely succeeds and can result in layering effect that 
impedes water and fertilizer movement into the soil and restricts the grass’ ability to root 
 
Avoid skid steer renovation.  The result is compaction, and when water hits seed on compacted 
soil it follows the path of least resistance resulting in rivulets of bare soil with sand on top where 
the crabgrass will love to grow and very spotty take of your turfgrass seed. 
 
New building or renovated building with no lawn? Resist the urge to GRADE  and quickly seed 
or sod The reason for this is that the soil must settle or be compacted after grading.  Each foot of 
soil moved could settle up to two inches resulting in a rough lawn in a year or two 
 
Speaking of grading, do you really need to?  The goal is ensure adequate surface drainage of the 
turfgrass area. Why would you grade if you don’t need to?  The minimum grade should be 1-2% 
(2.4-4.8 inches drop in 20 feet) sloping AWAY from buildings.  AVOID a grade of more than 
25% (a drop of more than 25% or a drop of 1 foot in 4 feet).  It will fail, you can’t mow it, and, 
especially on south side, will have drought and chinch bug issues. 
 
 


