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SOD WEBWORMS 
 

What are the small tan moths that fly up out of the turf during July and August? 
 
They are sod webworm moths. 
 
What kind of damage do they do? 
 
The adults do no damage but the young, caterpillars that feed at the base of grass blades, leaving 
green “worms” of grass growth typical of sod web worm damage, like two legged jelly fish 
while cutworm marks are more like an elongate S.  Damage is easily mistaken for disease or 
drought damage. 
 
What do the caterpillars look like? 
 
They are less than an inch with black dots.  
 
How do I know if I have the caterpillars? 
 
Use a solution of one gallon of water with one ounce of lemon dish soap applied to the margin of 
the area that is damaged and still okay.  Mark the area and come back twenty minutes later. Look 
for the caterpillars on the surface. 
 
Pre-irrigate when soil is dry prior to using a soap solution for monitoring 
 
Alternatively, look for small green pellets in the area where damage has occurred. If the pellets 
are brown, the sod webworms are gone.  Green means they are still around.  If the nipped grass 
ends are still green, it means the sod webworms have recently dined (previous night) but if 
darkened, dined there longer ago 
 
What is the threshold for damage by sod web worms? 
 
Damage will NEVER be severe enough to warrant treatment if sod web worms are in shade! 
 
When am I most likely to see sod webworm damage? 
 
Damage is most often seen mid to late summer, get small brown patches of closely cropped 
leaves that resembles disease. 
 
What are some tips for treatment of sod web worms? 
 



Caterpillars are active at night, so delay putting your treatment out until early evening.  After 
treatment watering should be limited to a 0.25” depth.  Calculate how much you need by using 
the formula: Area times depth = volume 
 
When you see adults, it’s too late to treat. 
 
Avoid mowing 1-2 days after application 
 
LEAVE ANTS ALONE!!!!  90% of sod webworm eggs will be eaten by ants!!! 
 
What are some monitoring tips for sod webworms? 
 
Damage attributed to sod webworm on residential lawns is often just drought.  
 
Scout for larvae two weeks after adults are spotted. 
 
Sod webworms are more common on newly established lawns or those with lots of bentgrass and 
Kentucky bluegrass 
 
 
If you see birds picking at turf in early spring sod webworms are probably what they are after.  
Look for blackbirds, robins and flickers. 
 
Will sod webworms kill turf? 
 
Larvae RARELY kill turf  but fine fescue and perennial ryegrass  are at the greatest risk of death. 
 
What is the best method to get rid of the sod webworms? 
 
Overseeding with ENDOPHYTE enhanced ryes and fescues is a good way to get rid of sod 
webworms. 
 


