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Concolor fir- dense, pyramidal shape 

(Michigan State Extension) 

The concolor, or white fir (Abies concolor) is increasing in popularity as a Christmas tree.  It has many 

attributes that make an excellent holiday tree.  One of the most interesting characteristics of the tree is its 

citrus scent. 

The surface of the trunk contains many small, resin- 

filled pockets.  Break one of these pockets with a 

fingernail and a pleasing orange scent is released.  The 

needles also have the same aroma.  Speaking of the 

needles, they have a bluish green color similar to that 

of the Colorado blue spruce.  Since it is a fir species, 

the needles are soft, so you don’t get scratched up if 

you have the fun job of getting the trunk into the tree 

stand in a mostly vertical position! 

The needles are also longer than the traditional balsam 

fir.  They can be as long as 3 inches, which is three 

times the length of balsam fir needles.  This gives the 

tree a dense, fluffy appearance.  Like all firs, it has good 

needle retention and a conical, pyramid shape.  The 

upward sweeping branches are ideal for hanging 

ornaments. 

Concolor fir also makes a good landscape species.  It is 

hardy to Zone 3 and prefers a sandy loam or gravelly 

soil.  Do not plant it in clay soil—it will not do well!  It is 

also tolerant of heat and drought.  Given the weather 

of this past summer, it might be a good species to consider.                 

It does not have serious disease or insect issues, so it makes                

a good replacement for blue spruce, which is very disease-prone.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  


