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TREE TRANSPLANTING AND MOVING 
What are some of the risks in moving large trees? 
The process of moving trees can induce drought symptoms, usually resulting in stress due to the 
large amount of root system that is lost. 
Are there any cultural practices that can be performed prior to the removal of trees before 
transplanting? 
Irrigating thoroughly two to three times within a two to three week period prior to any root 
pruning or excavation will help reduce stress and may allow the tree to take up water for storage, 
which will aid in its sustenance until new roots develop. 
Would you recommend a heavy pruning after transplanting trees? 
Keep pruning as limited as possible after relocating trees. Foliage is necessary for the 
manufacture of hormones and photosynthesis required for root regeneration.   
Should I fertilize right after planting my new tree? 
Only if the site of transplanting has been graded, or altered, resulting in a near sterile soil 
condition are amendments beneficial.  Fertilizers or supplements otherwise do not provide a 
significant difference in the survival of relocated trees. Should a soil analysis reveal toxicity or 
deficiencies, however, it will be wise to take corrective measure and amend the soil. 
How should the planting site be prepared for the new installations? 
In normal planting conditions, the planting pit dimensions will be 1 foot to 3 feet larger around 
than the root ball depth. Backfill is rarely amended unless required to correct specific problems 
identified by soil analysis.  A perc test is recommended before planting to see if you need to 
install a drainage system for the hole. 
What are the recommendations for watering newly planted trees? 
When almost 80% of a transplanted tree might be removed prior to planting, the remaining root 
zone will be extremely sensitive to soil moisture. There is also the limited root zone to take up 
water to also consider, therefore normal watering practices are altered and it is imperative to 
check soil moisture by use of a soil probe before and after watering to determine the correct 
amount of water being delivered. Two of the most common problems are over or under watering. 
Which is worst over or under watering a newly transplanted tree? 
The highest danger is over watering!! Over watering can occur when the tree is either planted too 
deeply or soil grade has been increased around a tree (volcano mulching with soil). Other 
problems can occur with broken irrigation lines, planting at the base of a slope, and poor 
drainage. 
 
What about under watering? 
Under watering occurs most often when the water is not percolating into the root ball and just 
sheets over the top of the root ball and into the backfill. Soil watering basins can be used to 
increase percolation. They should be maintained just inside the edge of the root ball. Mulching 
can be beneficial to reduce water loss because it helps maintain moisture and reduce soil 
temperature which helps in new root growth development. 
 
 
 



What trees should not be transplanted in the fall? 
The following list should be planted or transplanted in spring only:  
Fir 
Birch 
Hornbeam 
Beech 
Fringetree 
Yellow wood 
Dogwood 
Hickory 
Ginko 
Holly or all other Ilex 
Larch 
All Oaks 
Magnolia 
Sour Gum 
Flowering cherry, almond, plum 
Willow 
Sassafrass 
Magnolia 
Tulip Tree 
Sweet Gum 
 
 
 
 
 


