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Installing a Planting 
 

 
Here are the brass tacks of installation itself.  
•The width of the planting hole should always be three times the diameter of the ball.  
•If there is insufficient room between the curb and the sidewalk, don't do it!  
•Even better, try to set aside LARGE areas around your property for large groupings rather than 
solitary specimens in a line.  
•This will give a greater area of open ground for roots to spread.  
•The planting depth should be so that the widened part of the plant base JUST BEFORE the root 
system starts will ultimately be even with the top of the soil.  
•DO NOT TRUST THAT THE TOP OF THE BALL IS THIS AREA.  
•Often the specimen will be purchased already too deep in the ball and it is your job to open the 
ball and excavate a bit of soil until you can see the widening or the flare of the crown of the 
plant.  
•Thin, hair-like roots above the widened area should be carefully snipped off.  
•These have formed in response to having soil piled too high above the flare…this is akin to you 
using a straw to try to catch some oxygen if you are forced to hide underwater during the annual 
office skinny dip. <  
•For a group planting, select species wisely so that cultural requirements for different species 
will be somewhat similar, i.e., similar pH, similar moisture and similar sun requirements.  
•When you purchase balled and burlapped stock, cut the ties or string around the base of the 
tree that hold the wrapping in place once the specimen is in the planting hole and you are sure 
you will not remove it again for any other reason. 
•Remove synthetic burlap completely. Some times a piece of this will be wrapped loosely around 
the true ball covered by natural burlap as a kind of “diaper” to make sure the whole thing stays 
together. Natural burlap can be left in place in the hole to rot away, but tuck edges INTO the 
planting hole so it doesn’t act as a wick for water to evaporate.  
•For trees in cages, the hole should be wide enough to accommodate snipping of the cage 1/2-
2/3 of the way down from the surface of the hole. You don’t have to remove the cage, simply cut 
the first layer of wire in a couple of places. 
•There's No Need to Stake and Tie 
•Staking and tying is really not necessary unless you are in a very windy area. Woody 
ornamentals also need to flex with the wind, a kind of plant physical therapy.  
•The other problem with the ties is that they invariably remain on the tree too long and begin to 
cut into the trunk, effectively cutting off the flow of nutrients and water and eventually killing or 
deforming the specimen.  
•Plants with greater root volume will establish more easily. Therefore site preparation is 
critical. A good site will have more consistent water movement.  



•A bed that is more than 30% clay should not be amended unless you are prepared to pump up 
the organic matter to about 80%! A much more reasonable option is to grow the specimen in a 
raised bed. 
•When you prepare the site, remember that most transplants have a greatly impaired root 
system. Root hormones are disrupted, there is less photosynthesis, and there is transplant shock 
which leads to vastly reduced growth the year of transplantation.  
•Root pruning does essentially the same thing to the plant. DO NOT ROOT PRUNE  
•When roots have been pruned, you get re-growth ONLY at the cut ends, and then mostly only on 
thicker roots, which are not the ones doing most of the nutrient and water absorbing.  
•You end up with a witch's broom effect just like when tree crowns are topped. After a few years, 
dominance is achieved by one of these root broom straws and the tree begins to recover. 
 
 


