
Parents….Partners on the 4-H Team 

Welcome to 4-H 

What Parents of New 4-H Members Need to Know 

4-H is a family affair, or it should be.  This means that parents of  4-H members should be an important part 
of  the program.  Parental involvement is one of the  keys to a successful 4-H Club. 

 
4-H Public Presentations is a great 
way to learn how to speak with 
ease in front of an audience.  An 
annual public speaking event is held 
so members can grow more com-
fortable giving prepared talks in 
front of an audience. 
 
 The 4-H Fair is an excellent oppor-
tunity for all members to showcase 
their  
special skills or   
talents each      
summer.  Youth 
can display their      
Science  Projects, 
art work or .show 
their animals.  We 
invite and strongly encourage all 
club members to  volunteer at the 
fair to fully experience this event. 

In a standard 4-H Club (ages   9 - 
19),  members choose to work on 
at least one project in-depth. A 
project may be a topic like rabbits, 
insects, sewing or hiking.  It can be 
almost any subject that the club 
agrees to learn. Often a club will 
concentrate on one or two  pro-
jects. Projects that are completed 
with   4-H Clubs may be exhibited 
at the Putnam County 4-H Fair 
each  summer. They are judged 
and awards are given for quality of 
work and participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
How to get your child signed up in 
4-H: Complete and return the 4-H 
Youth Enrollment Packet, along 
with his/her Annual $30.00 Enroll-
ment Fee to the 4-H office.  Upon 
receipt of the Forms and Fee, your 
son or daughter will be an  official 
4-H member and his/her name will 
be added to 4-H mailing and email 
list.  Be sure to review your bi-
monthly newsletter for important 
dates & upcoming activities.  

Our Mission 
The Cornell Cooperative Extension 
4-H Youth Development Program 
uses a learn-by-doing approach to 
enable youth to develop the 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
they need to become competent, 
caring, and contributing citizens of 
the community. This mission is ac-
complished by using the knowledge 
and         resources of the land grant 
university system, along with the 
involvement of  caring adults. 
 
 
How 4-H Clubs work: 
A 4-H club is usually a group of five 
or more kids, guided by one or 
more adult volunteer 4-H Leader.  
Most clubs meet once or more 
each month.   Dues are optional 
and decided by the club.  
 
 
Cloverbud Clubs (ages 5 - 8)provide 
an introduction to 4-H and  a way 
for younger members to explore 
several project areas.  Cloverbud  
Clubs are designed to be noncom-
petitive.  

4-H is a community  

of young people across America  

who are learning  

leadership, citizenship  

& life skills. 



sonal attention and guidance 
from   leaders and parents. 

 
3. 4-H becomes a family affair, 

one that pays dividends in love 
and accomplishments for both 
child and parent. 

 
4. Extending a helping or encour-

aging hand to a boy or girl is 
one of the finest ways you can 
express your affection to your 
children or other youth. 

 
5. Active parent participation can 

strengthen and broaden the     
4-H program in any club. 

4-H is a Family Affair 
4-H offers many opportunities 
where both child and parent can 
participate; strengthening family 
ties.  When   parental support is 
positive, the club is likely to be-
come stronger, larger, and more 
active. 
Benefits of parental  
involvement: 
1. When a parent volunteers and      

participates in 4-H, a young         
person’s experiences become 
more meaningful. 

 
2. In clubs where parental sup-

port is good, individual club  
members   receive more per-

 
6. Encouraging your child to par-

ticipate in 4-H activities en-
courages interest and  enthusi-
asm. 

 
7. 4-H work would be totally  im-

possible without the active 
support of interested parents. 

 
8. When parents understand the 

purposes and objectives of the 
4-H program and they know 
what’s going on, their input 
into their child’s 4-H club be-
comes an important ingredient 
in the success of that club. 

Children need parental encour-
agement to get them started in  4
-H and to keep them involved in 
the program through their teen 
years.  Here are some ways you 
can help: 
 
 Share - Take an interest in your 
child’s 4-H project and activities. 
Provide support by asking    ques-
tions and encouraging your child 
to share their experience with 
you. Learning by doing is the 4-H 
way. Your child learns both by his 
or her mistakes as well as success-
es, if you provide  encourage-
ment. 

 
 Prepare - Parents can assist by 
helping a child understand the val-
ue of  having projects, duties, and 
presentations done on time, in a 
proper way. Also, be sure your 
child learns the importance of       
letting someone know if he or she 
cannot follow through as  ex-
pected. 
 
 Be there - Parents can be part of 4
-H, too. Don’t just drop your 
youngster off at meetings - sit and  
observe. You are welcome. Get to 
know the club leader, lend a hand 
when you can. Bring a snack or  

A Parents Role in 4-H 

Cornell  Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
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Where to Get Help 
Many people in 4-H are ready and   
willing to help you. Here is a list of 
some of them: 
 
 4-H Leader - An adult who  volun-
teers to help lead a 4-H Club. Lead-
ers work with club members to 
plan and conduct meetings and  
activities.  Most of all, they teach 4
-H members new skills. 
 

  
4-H Advisory Committee - Every 
County has a group of   volunteers 
which helps support the 4-H pro-
gram. This organization works with 
the county 4-H educator to plan 
county 4-H events and to improve 
and expand 4-H.  Parents, club 
leaders, and other adults are wel-
come to serve on your county’s     
4-H Advisory Committee. 

 
 County 4-H Educator - The   pro-
fessional who is responsible for 
administering the 4-H       program 
in your county.  Other 4-H staff 
may also be available to help with 
county 4-H events, or to organize 
new clubs. 
 

offer to make phone calls for the 
club whenever possible.    
  
Care - Parents are expected to      
support their child's participation in 
the 4-H program to the best of their 
ability and to abide by the policies, 
procedures, and standards of  be-
havior set forth by the 4-H Youth 
Development Program.    
 
Arrange to attend programs and 
events where your child is taking 
part. Your presence shows that you 
consider your child, and what he or 
she is doing, very important.  


