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Hemp Planting in Full Swing – Maire Ullrich 

Today we have about 50 acres of hemp planted in Orange 
County by 6 farmers. There are a few other permitted farms I 
also expect to plan over the next couple of weeks.    The vast 
majority of what is being planted is for CBD (Cannabidiol) 
oil.  This complex of chemicals from the Cannabis plant has 
been shown to have a wide variety (some well researched, 
some not) of health benefits.  Because it has no/ very tiny 
amounts of THC (the chemical that is psychoactive and 
generates a “high”) from the industrial hemp plant, it can be 
sold over-the-counter as a supplement.  It does fetch a high 
price after processing of $50 to $150 per 30ml bottle.  Farmers entering this market may be able to 
financially benefit from this new and emerging market.  Just as last year, CCE is providing production 
assistance and information gathering/sharing with Cornell, NYS Department of AG & Markets (the 
licensing agency) and local law enforcement with the producers. 

Leadership Orange– Rachel Moody  

For the past nine months, Rachel has been involved in Leadership Orange as a 2018 class participant.  This 
included a monthly class on a different topic, such as Planning & Infrastructure, Government, Education, 
etc.  The class also consists of a community service project; her class prepped the Newburgh Armory 
community gardens, and a fundraising project.  The class held their Food & Flix Fest fundraiser at the CCE 
Education Center & 4-H Park on June 9th 
after the 4-H Animal Fun Day.  It was a 
great way for new people to come see the 
location of the Education Center & 4-H 
Park.  For that day, Rachel played a role for 
both the CCE Park and a Leadership 
Orange class participant.  On June 14th at 
Villa Venezia, Rachel graduated the 
program with 36 other participants.  It is 
the largest class so far, as well as the 25th year 
anniversary.   

Caption: CBD females awaiting transplanting 



 

GAPS– Erik Schellenberg 

The food safety program has had an interesting month. A seasoned farmer in the black dirt who has been 
involved in the GAPS program for years received an automatic failure on their audit, and requested 
assistance from the CCEOC food safety specialist to get through the corrective actions procedure, figure 
out what went wrong, fix all the problems, and attend a follow up audit. After making adjustments to the 
plan, Erik Schellenberg accompanied the farmer and GAPS auditor for the follow-up GAPS audit. The 
issues from the initial audit were discussed and overcome, and the farmer passed the follow up audit with 
the corrective actions put in place. Since that time, outreach efforts have been made to other farms to 
inform them of new interpretations of the rules, and new audits have been scheduled.  

Additionally, we welcome Nathaniel Lartey as the new GAPS coordinator, who will be supervised by Erik 
Schellenberg as he gains the certifications needed to put on food safety programming in the coming 
months. 

Welcome, Nathaniel Lartey!  

My name is Nathaniel Lartey from Accra – Ghana West Africa, but relocated to the United State eight years 
ago residing in Bronx, New York. I hold a Master’s of Science in Biotechnology from Georgetown University. 
During my Bachelor’s degree studies at the University for Development Studies, Tamale – Northern Region, 
Ghana I worked as a liaison between the University and a community called ‘Kosani’ to collaborate with 
farmers and community members in identification of community needs and assessment.  

At Georgetown University for my research thesis, I studied on detection of SNPs that correlates with 
hypertension at the University Medical Center, Department of Biochemistry. I have also worked as Office 
and warehouse administrator at KG and Don’s Express Shipping and as a Laboratory technician at 20/20 
Inspection Inc. respectively. 

Currently serving in the US Army (National Guard branch) Staten Island, New York.  

I am very excited for such an opportunity to work as GAPs and New Farmer Educator and I look forward in 
working with farmers and the community to grow healthy, eat healthy and live healthy by prevention of food 
safety problems rather than reacting to the problems after it occur. 

Calendar of Events 

July 13th – Xeriscape at Pine Bush Library, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM. 
July 14th – Container Gardens at Woodbury Public Library, 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM. 
July 18th – Gardening on the Rocks at Florida Public Library, 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM. 
July 25th – 30th – 4-H Showcase at Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County Education Center & 4-H 
Park, Otisville. Check our website for schedule at cceorangecounty.org. 
July 28th – Family Fun Day at Cornell Cooperative Extension Orange County Education Center & 4-H 
Park, Otisville from Noon – 7:00 PM. 
July 28th – 5th Annual Great Extension Duck Derby (part of Family Fun Day) at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Orange County Education Center & 4-H Park, Otisville starting at 4:14 PM. 
July 31st – Homemade Fruit Shrubs, 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM at Cornell Cooperative Extension, Middletown, 
NY. Cost is $15/person. 
 


