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Transplanting Roses and Using Rose Cuttings to Increase Roses 
 

What is the best time to take cuttings and what part should the cutting come from?  
 
Roses can be grown from slips and cuttings but the best time to take cuttings is at petal fall.  For 
the best cuttings, use the flower stems. 
 
Where in the stem should I take the cutting?  How long should they be? How many leaf nodes 
should they have? 
 
The best place on a rose flower stem for a cutting is the middle or lower part of the stem 
 
Cuttings should have THREE nodes and be 4-5 inches long. 
 
Should I leave the blossom on a cutting? 
 
Never leave the blossom on a cutting.  
 
Should I leave the leaves on a cutting? 
 
There is a lot of controversy about leaving the leaves on a cutting.  Many sources tell you to strip 
off all the leaves but then the plant has nothing to photosynthesize with besides the stem!!  
Compromise may be the best---remove any leaves that will be below the level of the rooting 
media (soil or sand) but leave the rest on unless they are wilted or damaged. 
 
Which types of roses have cuttings that root the best? 
 
The hybrid perpetuals, shrub and species roses will not root as easily as the hybrid teas, 
polyanthas, floribundas and climbers.  If you aren’t sure what you are dealing with, give it a shot 
anyway!!! 
 
How should I root the cuttings? 
 
Your cuttings can be rooted in a cold frame in 4 inches of sand or a sand/peat moss mix or even 
in seed flats with sand as long as they do not dry out. 
 
Shade the cuttings for the first few days with a tent of cardboard, newspaper, cloth etc.  Remove 
wilted or rotting cuttings. 
 
A dip of the lower end of the cutting in rooting hormone prior to planting will help to develop a 
better root system. 
 
 



Are there any tips for rooting roses under plastic bottles? 
 
If you are rooting cuttings using the plastic or glass bottle mini-greenhouse trick, then the rule is 
to limit to 3 cuttings a bottle and keep these shaded during the hottest part of the day. 
 
If you are using the bottle system there is an art to bottle removal: don’t let the cuttings do too 
much growing in the bottle.  Wait for a cloudy day to remove bottles then shade the cuttings for a 
few days after removal with a tent of newspaper, cardboard or cheesecloth. 
 
How long will it take my cuttings to bloom after I root them? 
 
Cuttings will normally bloom two years after the cutting is rooted. 
 
What about taking cuttings from a shoot that has come up from the base of the mother plant?   
 
This can be a dicey proposition because this may be from the root stock of the original plant and 
may not bear the same kind of flower if the plant was grafted.  You have two options: take a 
cutting from the upper part of the mother plant so you are sure of what you have or wait a couple 
of years for cutting to bloom. 
 
I have planted roses near a pavement where pH is high.  Will this bother them? 
 
By the way, make sure your pH is not too high or you are not excessively liming an area where 
you are trying to grow roses.  High pH can inhibit fine feeder root development in roses.  Even 
excessive amounts of compost or maple leaves can push pH too high, especially near pavement 
or foundations so keep a hairy eyeball out for problems in these areas. 
 
When should I transplant an established rose? 
 
If you want to transplant any established rose, fall is the best time.  Do not fertilize during 
transplant no matter what time you transplant because the recently transplanted roots will not be 
able to keep up with demands of new top growth stimulated by fertilization at this point. 
 


