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Plants That Have a Potentially Noxious Smell or Slippery Fruits  
 
What if I am requested to plant flowers with overpowering smells.  Is there a way to dilute the 
scent? 
 
Many plants have scents that are heavy and overpowering but not necessarily unpleasant.  These 
include Jasmine (which can perfume you right out of the house), tuberoses, lilies, gardenia, 
hyacinth, Azalea atlantica, paper white narcissus and Viburnum siebodii.  To de-concentrate 
these pleasant but too heavy scents try interspersing them with plants that have no scent at all or 
at least plant them so that the prevailing wind will carry the smell away. 
 
Is there any way to determine if a plant will have a noxious smell other than waiting for it to 
flower? 
 
A good rule of thumb is that if it is fly pollinated, the plant may have an undesirable perfume.  
Well, often flies are attracted to white, green or cream colored flowers or dark brown or purple 
colors.  Flower shapes most likely to be pollinated by flied are bowl or funnel shapes although 
more complicated shapes may also be fly pollinated.   
 
Is there a good reference list for plants that often stink? 
 
Boxwoods: odor like cat urine 
Chinese Chestnut: odor like rotting laundry 
Female Ginko fruits: odor like rotting laundry 
Dragon Arum 
Fritillaria: odor like skunk 
Skunk cabbage: (water garden plant) odor like skunk 
Brugmansia (Angel’s trumpet): this plant has an odor like tomato foliage 
Houttuynia: has an overpowering sickish sweet scent with overtones of cilantro 
Stapelia: has an overpowering scent of carrion 
Voodoo Lily: has an overpowering scent of carrion 
Amorphophallus: overpowering scent of carrion 
Bulbophyllum: smells like rotting food 
Ailanthus: smells like rancid popcorn 
Privet hedge: smells like rancid bacon 
Hellebore: you have to be pretty close but it is pretty stinky 
 


