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Artillery Fungus, Surface Fungi and Slime Molds on Mulch  
 
 
I have strange looking substances on the surface of my mulch.  Sometimes there is a 

bad odor.  What is it? 
 
Usually the problem is surface growing fungi or slime molds which are more disgusting 

than harmful.  Reducing irrigation and raking once a month generally controls them.   
 
I have a problem with tiny black dots that are hard to remove on light colored siding 

and on light colored cars parked next to my mulched beds.  What is going on?  
 
Certain types of surface fungi can deposit spores in hard to remove spots on light colored 

surfaces such as siding or automobiles.  These are called artillery fungi.   
 
Artillery fungus grows on dung and well-rotted wood such as woodchips used as foundation bed 
mulches. It prefers open areas with little shade and sufficient moisture.  
 
The fungus is most frequently found on the northwest exposure of buildings.  Because no fruiting 
bodies are produced above 77 degrees the problem is limited to spring and fall.  
 
How do I control these artillery fungi? What about the spots they make? 

 
Frequent light raking will keep them down. Fungicides have not been evaluated for control of 
this fungus. For those locations plagued with the problem, an alternate form of mulch for 
foundation beds may help. Try using a mulch of gravel instead of wood mulch or switch to 
BARK mulch that has large chips rather than wood mulch that is finely ground. 
 
Yearly addition of fresh wood chips may lessen the problem if all the old mulch is completely 
covered.  
 
Scraping spots from windows and walls will possibly reinfest beds since the spores contained in 
the spots have been reported to live for up to 11 years  
 
In areas where artillery fungus is growing on rotted wooden structures, replacement of rotted 
wood, coupled with good sanitation, could eliminate the fungus. 
 
You can also try removing spots with orange based cleaning products but this may not be very 
successful. 
 
 
 
 


