
 

By Sabrina DeRue, 4-H Program Educator 

Each Spring and Fall, Tractor Supply helps raise money for 
4-H programs through the sale of Paper Clovers in their 
stores. This year, they have also added the option of 
donating to 4-H when making purchases online! In the 
most recent campaign, in Spring 2018, over $981,000 was 
raised nationwide with 90% of those funds going back to 
state and local 4-H programs. These funds support 
scholarships for camp and other leadership activities.  

The Fall Paper Clover Campaign is October 3-14, 2018. In 
Jefferson County, our Tractor Supply is located at 1125 Arsenal Street in Watertown. During this time frame, 
if you shop at Tractor Supply, you will have the option of purchasing a one-dollar paper clover. Club 
members will be promoting 4-H throughout the campaign, so be on the lookout for 4-H youth and their 
animals at our local Tractor Supply! 

4-H Volunteer Training 2018 

The new 4-H year starts today, October 1, 2018. With a new year, comes new training opportunities for our 
dedicated 4-H volunteers. On Saturday October 20th, the Extension office is providing a hands-on volunteer 
training to all of our 4-H volunteers. This training will give an update on the happenings in 4-H as well as 
delve into the 4-H fundamentals: positive youth development and the experiential learning process. We will 
offer fun, hands-on activities to give our volunteers a better understanding of the curriculum and materials 
that they have available to them. We will also discuss what the volunteers need from us, so that we can 
better prepare them for their 4-H programming. It is highly recommended that all current and new 4-H 
volunteers come to this training from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM on October 20th. Lunch will be served, and 

learning and fun will be had by all! For more 
information on this training opportunity, 
contact Sabrina DeRue at 315-788-8450 
extension 229, sld95@cornell.edu, or Karen 
Soule at 315-788-8450 extension 269, 
kes68@cornell.edu.  

National 4-H Week 2018 

Every year the first full week in October is National 4-H Week, when 4-
H’ers across the country celebrate being a part of 4-H. This year, 
Jefferson County is celebrating National 4-H Week by offering events 
each day of the week. 

4-H National Youth Science Day 

Tuesday, October 9th and Thursday, October 11th, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM, we will be celebrating 4-H 
National Youth Science Day. For 2018, the challenge is called “Code Your World” and focuses on computer 
science (CS) skills with real world application. This four-part challenge includes a computer-based activity on 
Google’s CS First platform, as well as three unplugged activities that bring coding to life through games and 
interaction. 
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Student Spaceflight Experiments Program 

Wednesday, October 10th, from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM, 4-H’ers will be learning all about outer space in the 
Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP). Youth will be learning about microgravity and how things 
work on the International Space Station. Teams will design experiment proposals that will be reviewed and 
selected by the National Center for Earth and Space Science Education to run on the International Space 
Station. Our 4-H program is guaranteed to have at least one project chosen! This program started in 
September, and continues through November, so this is not just a one-day event.

4-H Friday 

Friday, October 12th, from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM, will be a 4-H Friday! This is a 4-H activity sampler, free and 
open to all youth ages 6 to 16. Youth can look forward to using 3-D pens, coding with Ozobots, making 
smoothies on the smoothie bike, and making hats and buttons! 

4-H Cache In-Trash Out 

Saturday, October 13th, from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, the 4-H Outdoor Adventure Club will be hosting a cache in
-trash out event at Thompson Park. Youth and their families will meet for hiking and geocaching, while also 
picking up trash around the park.  

4-H Teen Council Retreat 

Friday, October 12th through Sunday, October 14th, 4-H Camp Wabasso will be hosting a leadership retreat 
for the Teen Councils in the North Country 4-H district (Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and 
Essex Counties). Teens will learn and develop their leadership skills, participate in teambuilding activities on 
the low and high ropes courses, and much more. 

How do I find out more about these activities? 

Each of the events taking place Tuesday ,October 9th, through Friday, October 12th will be held at the 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Office located at 203 North Hamilton Street in Watertown, New York. The 
cache in-trash out event on Saturday, October 13th will be held at Thompson Park in Watertown. The Teen 
Retreat from October 12th to 14th will be held at 4-H Camp Wabasso. For more information about these 
events, or to register, contact Sabrina DeRue at 315-788-8450 extension 229 or sld95@cornell.edu. 

4-H National Youth Science Day 2018 

4-H National Youth Science Day is the largest youth-led science experiment in the 
world! Each year, hundreds of thousands of youth participate in a hands-on, 4-H 
science experiment that has real world application. This year, over 150,000 youth 
will participate and learn how to code their world.  

What is Code Your World? 

Code Your World is a four-part challenge that teaches youth ages 8-14 to apply 
computer science (CS) skills to the world around them through hands-on activities. This program, developed 
by Google and West Virginia University Extension Service, includes a computer-based activity on Google’s CS 
First platform as well as three unplugged activities that bring coding to life through games and interaction.  
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When is National Youth Science Day 2018? 

For the first time ever, National Youth Science Day will actually be celebrated through the entire month of 
October. In Jefferson County, we will be celebrating over two days: on October 9th and 11th from 5:30 PM to 
7:00 PM. This program is free and will be held at the CCE office, 203 North Hamilton Street, Watertown. All 
youth ages 8-14 are invited to participate and “Code Your World!” 

For more information about this program, or to register your children, contact Sabrina DeRue at 315-788-
8450 extension 229 or sld95@cornell.edu. 

By Christi Carter, 4-H Program Educator 

What is Mad City Money? Mad City Money is a 2 ½-hour hands-on simulation that teaches budgeting by 
giving middle and high school students a taste of the real world—complete with occupation, salary, spouse, 
student loan debt, credit card debt, and medical insurance payments. Teens get an instant family and then 
move through various stations to purchase housing, transportation, food, clothing, household necessities, 
daycare, and other needs.  

We need the support of community volunteers to bring this greatly needed resource to Jefferson County 
Schools. The workshop is both a fun and a powerful learning experience for the kids. We will be offering Mad 
City Money to schools throughout Jefferson County. This is a perfect opportunity for residents to get 
involved at their local school and volunteer.  
 
Northern Credit Union has partnered with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County to bring Mad 
City Money to students in Jefferson County schools over the next school year.  
 
“We’re thrilled to partner with Cornell Cooperative Extension to bring financial education to students in the 
North Country. Too often we hear stories of students who don’t receive education regarding personal 
finances, either at school or home,” said Rochelle Runge, Marketing Supervisor with Northern Credit Union. 
“The Mad City Money program is a fun and interactive way to teach students how to make smart financial 
decisions using real-life scenarios as it relates to creating a budget, saving, and managing debt,” she added. 

How Can You Help? Mad City Money will be offered to all Jefferson County middle and high schools during 
the next school year. We need volunteers to staff various merchant booths. The booths available are: Mad 
City Mall, Big Wheels, Fun Stuff, Gotta Eat, Home Stuff, Kid Care, My Closet, and Really Realty. Your time 
commitment is one hour of training, a little time to decorate your booth, and about 3 hours on the day of the 
event.  

Why Volunteer? Volunteering is a great way to make new friends and build your resume all while giving 
back to the community! As you know, budgeting is an important life-skill and many local schools lack the 
resources to bring this vital education to students. We need your support to bring this greatly needed 
resource to Jefferson County Schools. 

How Do You Get Involved? Volunteering couldn’t be easier. Contact Christi Carter at (315) 788-8450 
extension 235 or clc283@cornell.edu to find out how.  

Article first printed in the Carthage Republican Tribune: http://www.carthagerepublicantribune.com/col13/mad-city- 
money-program-in-need-of-volunteers-20180906 
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4-H Veterinary Science Programming will return this fall for youth interested in learning 
about becoming a veterinarian or a vet tech. This program is free and open to all youth 

between the ages of 12-18. The National 4-H juried curricula will be used—building in hands on activities and 
team building opportunities. Participants will have the opportunity to learn from multiple guest speakers 
including local veterinarians. Large animal species that we will cover include horse, cattle, sheep, llamas and 
alpacas. We will primarily focus on dogs and cats for small animals. There will also be an evening where we 
will learn about working with exotic animals. A possible field trip is being planned! 

The dates will be October 4, 11, 18, 25, and November 1. Sessions will be held starting at 6:30 PM and will be 
at the extension office, unless otherwise announced at a previous class. Space is limited and registration is 
required. For more information, or to register, contact Karen Soule at 315-788-8450 or kes68@cornell.edu.   

By Karen Soule, 4-H Program Educator 

The red panda at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo in 
Syracuse is a mammal native to the eastern 
Himalayas and southwestern China. 

End of Year Forms and Recognition Event 

The 4-H year ended on September 30, 2018. Clubs will soon be getting their re-enrollment packets for 
current members to be re-enrolled for the 2018-2019 4-H year. Project and activity records and the New 
York State 4-H Portfolio Annual Summary for the 2017-2018 4-H year are due November 2nd to the 4-H 
office. These can be found at http://ccejefferson.org/4-h-youth/4-h-online-forms.   
 
We are currently working on setting up the annual recognition event. While this event is primarily for youth 
who have turned in their project records and summaries, it is open to all 4-H members. We are hoping to 
have this event on November 17th from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Thompson Park Zoo. Light refreshments 
will be served. Watch our Facebook page for updates. If you have any questions, contact Karen Soule at 315-
788-8450 extension 269 or kes68@cornell.edu. 

An Australian Shepherd puppy is on a table 
being evaluated. 
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Six high school age students from Jefferson/ Lewis County have 
been selected for the 2018-19 class of Dairy Prospects! All 
members are active in local agriculture already, working on their 
family’s farms and participating in 4-H, FFA, and sometimes both! 
The group has had one event thus far, a team building day at 4-H 
Camp Wabasso. Completing low ropes and high ropes courses 
together certainly broke the ice and formed trust amongst the 
teens. After all, they will be exploring the dairy industry together 
for the next year! This program helps expose students to all that 
the industry has to offer, on and off the farm.   

Interests of the group include exploring animal nutrition, on farm processing of dairy products, rotary parlor/
robots, and different breeds of cows.    

The year ahead:  

 Overnight trip to the William H. Miner Agricultural Research Institute October 1-2, North Country 
Creamery, Mapleview Dairy  

 Jefferson County Day - November 

 NYS Farm Show in Syracuse - February 

 Overnight trip to visit SUNY ag programs - March/April 

 Lewis County Day - April/May 

 Graduation! - June 

Dairy Prospect graduates have gone on to do great things! From 
participating in Junior Dairy Leaders, thriving in 4-H and FFA, 
attending college, and getting job opportunities on and off the farm, 
the program hopes to continue to produce a bright future for local 
agriculture.   

This year’s class includes Elizabeth Hyman, Katie Burger, Nolan Vogt, 
Paul Haldeman, Sam Farnum Jr, and Monica Reed.   

By Alyssa Couse, Agriculture Outreach Educator 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  


