
 

By Rudy Salisbury, 4-H Afterschool Coordinator 

 

October/November 2018 Green Ink 
 

Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

This summer, I had the privilege of attending the High Technology STEM 
Camp for the children of Air Force military members. As a veteran myself, 
I felt this was a great opportunity to give back to those who serve our 
country every day. The STEM Camp ran from July 23rd through July 27th. 
The camp was open to children of all branches of service, however, Air 
Force youth were given priority. The STEM Camp was held at the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Station. The STEM Camp was funded by Air Force 
Headquarters. STEM Camp was open to students ages 8 to 12. We also 
opened the camp to 13 to 17 year olds, who served as Teen Assistants. A 
total of 64 students attended the Stem Camp. The all-star hosting 4-H 
staff included Stephanie Graf, Kaci Evans, Sabrina DeRue, Shawn Tiede 
and myself (Rudy Salisbury). We also had a number of teen leaders, a few 
volunteer parents, and presenters who helped out every day as well as 
several Air Force personnel. STEM is something all of our 4-H Afterschool 

Programs are involved in, so this was 
a natural fit for the 4-H educator staff. As with any STEM activity, both 
the students and the educators learn something new and exciting.  

Many STEM activities were presented in the week long course. There 
was food chemistry, magnetic slime, 3D pens, several different types of 
robotics, which included making one, and outdoor activities, such as 
how to use bio-fuel stoves and more. The day was broken down to a 
morning activity period, an hour long physical activity period sponsored 
by the Air Reserve base, followed by a very healthy and plentiful lunch, 
and an afternoon activity period. The camp day was from 9:00AM-
3:00PM. During the physical activity period, students were offered the 
option of doing 4-H Yoga for Kids. The classes were taught by Stephanie 
Graf who is a certified yoga instructor. 

For a look at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base’s coverage and pictures 
of the Stem Camp, visit the following link:  

https://www.niagara.afrc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/
Article/1582914/4h-hosts-stem-camp-for-air-base-youth/ 
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