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Ice Storm Susceptibility of Tree Species Found Growing in Urban Areas 
 
Susceptible Intermediate Resistant 
American bass wood American beech Amur maple 
American elm Boxelder Baldcypress 
Bigtooth aspen Chestnut oak Balsam fir 
Black ash Choke cherry Bitternut hickory 
Black cherry Douglas-fir Black walnut 
Black locust Eastern white pine Blackgum 
Black oak Gray birch Blue beech 
Bradford pear Green ash Bur oak 
Butternut Japanese larch Catalpa 
Common hackberry Loblolly pine Colorado blue spruce 
Eastern cottonwood  Northern red oak Crabapple 
Honey locust  Paper birch  Eastern hemlock 
Jack pine Pin oak  Eastern red cedar 
Pin cherry  Red maple  European larch 
Pitch pine Red pine  Ginkgo 
Quaking aspen Scarlet oak Hophornbeam 
Red elm Scotch pine  Horsechestnut 
River birch Slash pine  Kentucky coffeetree 
Siberian elm Sourwood  Littleleaf linden 
Silver maple Sugar maple Mountain ash 
Virginia pine Sycamore  Northern white cedar 
Willow Tamarack  Norway maple 
 Tulip poplar Norway Spruce 
 White ash Ohio buckeye 
 Yellow birch Pignut hickory 
  Shagbark hickory 
  Swamp white oak 
  Sweetgum 
  White oak 
  White spruce 
  Witch –hazel 
  Yellow buckeye 
 
For species not included in this table, resistance to ice accumulation can be estimated based on 
general tree characteristics. Tree species and cultivars genetically prone to forming included bark 
and those having decurrent branching patterns and large branch surface area will be more 
susceptible to damage. In contrast species and cultivars with coarse branching patterns and 



excurrent branching and those that lack included bark and other structural weaknesses will 
generally be more tolerant to ice storms. However, ratings based directly on measurements and 
observations of ice-storm-related tree damage are more reliable when available. Trees with a 
greater risk for failure, such as those with extensive decay and cavities in the trunk and major 
branches, especially those near sidewalks, streets, driveways, and buildings, should be removed 
promptly. Trees located near homes and other structures should be evaluated regularly for tree 
risk failure potential, and corrective actions taken when needed. 
 
Source:  “Trees and Ice Storms” 2nd edition, Richard J. Hauer, Jeffrey O Dawson, Les P Werner  (2006) 
 
 


