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Wagner Farms  

In 1953, Wagner Farms was purchased as a 150 acre vegetable farm by A.    
Robert and Louse Wagner. Today, Wagner Farms is still family owned and    

operated and remains a way of life, as much as a business. Wagner Farms owns 
300 acres, and crops over 800 acres to feed the 400 milking cows plus young 

stock in the herd. Louise is still very much a part of the daily activities; however 
her sons Peter and Bobby took over management of the operation. Peter's son, 

Keith recently graduated college and joined the team - playing many roles,   
including maintaining the digester. Since those first 10 cows purchased in the 
50’s, the Wagner Family remains dedicated first and foremost to the care and 

comfort of the herd. Dedication to the cows is evident in everything that        
happens on the farm.   

Awards include: Super Milk, High Quality Milk Award, Dairy of Distinction, 
and others. 

 

The Digester  

One unique thing that you will notice on your tour is that Wagner Farms has a 
Digester; a container in which substances are treated with heat, enzymes, or a 
solvent in order to promote decomposition or extract  essential components. It 

has been in use for 8 years and produces clean bedding for cows as well as sup-
plies enough electricity to power 30  average sized American homes. Anything 

that is not used for bedding or energy is used as a natural fertilizer .  

 

Ag Facts  

 According to the 2012 Ag Census, there are 495 farms in Rensselaer   
County. 

 The average size of a farm in Rensselaer County is 179 acres.  

 New York’s top agriculture products are milk, corn for grain, hay, cattle, 
and apples.  

 There are 4,100 dairy cows in Rensselaer County . 

 There are ~5,600 dairy farms, ~620,000 dairy cows, and 113 dairy           
processing plants in New York State. 

 New York State is the third largest milk producing state  (~12.4 billion lbs. 
of milk per year). 

 A cow gives enough milk to make approximately 2 gallons of ice cream per 
day. That’s 730 gallons per year. 

 Rensselaer County farmers produce nearly $53 million in farm sales. 
 No Smoking & No Pets  

 Please remember that this is an active dairy farm. Please be responsible for your 
children at all times.  


