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4-H Projects & Events 

The monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) is among the most recognized,  studied, and 

loved of all of North America’s insects. Children study monarchs in school. Researchers 

and citizen scientists track their migration and      breeding. Conservationists and govern-

ment agencies are concerned about threats to breeding, migration, and wintering habitats. 

The annual migration cycle of the monarch butterfly has been described as the most spec-

tacular in the insect world. It has also been deemed an “endangered natural phenome-

non.” This species and its migration are  dependent upon  conservation of habitats in all 

three North American countries—Canada, the United States, and Mexico. 

Awareness of the monarch butterfly’s life cycle and habitat requirements is   essential for 

their survival and an important step in the conservation of this   animal. Many govern-

ment agencies, organizations, and individuals across North America are working on pro-

jects to conserve monarch habitats and their migration. 

 

https://extension.umaine.edu/signs-of-the-seasons/indicator-species/monarch-fact-sheet/ 

https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/documents/Monarch_Butterfly.pdf 

Monarch Butterflies 

The study of insects is called entomology (en•to•mol•o•gy). The Teaming with Insects 

curriculum is written for youth who enjoy learning about science and nature by studying 

insects. 

Insects are the perfect vehicle to capture the attention of youth who may be taken aback 

by insects or utterly fascinated by them. Insects are ubiquitous and can be observed and 

collected in nearly every habitat in nearly every part of the world. As a group, their tre-

mendous success can be attributed, in part, to their diversity of form and ability to adapt 

to a wide-range of environments. 

Nearly three-fourths of all animals are insects or their relatives. Because of their sheer 

numbers (nearly one million species) insects impact our lives daily. They compete with us 

for food, they can carry diseases, and they impact our renewable resources affecting our 

economy. But insects are major benefactors too, controlling other insect pests, pollinat-

ing a wide variety of crops, and recycling organic matter. Insects have been reviled in 

movies and extolled in art, music, and literature. 

Insects are ideal organisms for study by urban and rural youth without regard to socio-

economic background. They are free or can be obtained at minimal cost from pet stores 

or scientific supply houses. Because of their small size, insects can be easily reared in var-

ious containers and observed for all basic life processes. 

Entomology 

https://extension.umaine.edu/signs-of-the-seasons/indicator-species/monarch-fact-sheet/
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/documents/Monarch_Butterfly.pdf
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End of Year Club Paperwork—

October 1st 

 

Achievement Day—October 14 

 

 

National 4-H Week—October 7-13 

 

TSC Paper Clover Campaign—

October 3-14 

 

4-H ABC Conference—October 19-

20th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Opportunities 



99 N. Broad St. 

Norwich, NY 13815 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals 
with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.  

We’re on the web: www.cce.cornell.edu/chenango or become a Friend on Facebook! 

Thanks for catching up with the 

Chenango County 4-H Program.  

Hope to see you soon! 

 

Janet Pfromm 

4-H Coordinator 

To submit your photo, send a clear, up-close shot of your 

4-H club/family  activity to: 

Richard Turrell, rlt229@cornell.edu 

View During a Kayaking Trip 

4-H Photo Finish 


