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Slugs and Snails 
 
When do slugs do most of their feeding? 
 
They feed mostly at night and in cloudy, damp weather.  
 
Where do slugs and snails hide during the day or sunny weather? 
 
During the day snails with shells like to hang out on smooth, shaded surfaces, while slugs 
clamber into moist crevices.  
 
Why are there so many? 
 
Every single one lays eggs, and in as little as a few months those eggs are more reproductive 
adults. Additionally, eggs are not especially vulnerable to small predators. If weather becomes 
too hot or cold, snails can become dormant for up to four years.  
 
When are slugs and snails most active? 
 
They are most active in the spring and fall.  
 
What do slug and snail eggs look like and where do I find them? 
 
Eggs look like tapioca (small, clear beads).  Eggs may be transparent, golden or pearly white, 
round to oval, deposited in clutches of 3-50 beneath a piece of wood or debris, in crevices or in 
holes in the ground.  Eggs are laid in late autumn and overwinter to hatch in the spring. 
 
What are the signs of slug or snail activity? 
 
Slugs and snails both leave slime trails, with slugs eating large holes in plants or defoliating them 
entirely. Snails are daintier, eating irregular holes in the middle or at the edges of leaves.  
 
Are there landscaping practices that encourage slugs? 
 
Mulching, although a practice we like to promote, may make your slug problems worse, since 
the cool, damp confines of a mulched bed appeals to slugs.  If you have a problem year after year 
with slugs and snails, you can try using mulches that compact like rice hulls or pine needles, or 
mulching with an irritating substance like egg shells, gravel, sand, oak leaves, cedar or oak bark, 
or saw dust. Bear in mind that these mulching materials may change the pH of your site.  
 
 
 
 



Are there practices that re-infest the plantings with slugs? 
 
Composting slug infested plant material can also be a source of re-infection if the compost is not 
properly cured. 
 
What can I do culturally to reduce slug populations? 
 
Slugs actually prefer decaying vegetable matter and pet feces, which they are very effective 
reducers of. So in order to reduce slug populations make sure to remove dead leaves and debris 
plus pet feces particularly around seedlings. 
 
Slugs also seem to prefer plants growing in acid soils, so make sure soil pH is correct. 
 
What kinds of plants do slugs prefer?  
 
A study done in Switzerland looked at the palatability of different plants to slugs and found that 
slugs love plants in the cabbage family, but don’t care so much for plants in the bean and grass 
family, or for those in the buttercup family or those in the snap dragon family. Inter-planting 
tasty plants with rosemary and artemesia also helps. 
 
Are there traps or products I can use? 
 
If you wish to hand pick slugs, leave an old board lying around---they will often congregate 
under it. If an old board proves unsightly, you can construct a trap by nailing foot long, foot wide 
runners to a one foot square board and then inverting it to make a congregating place---this may 
be more aesthetically pleasing. 
 
Slugs can also be excluded from plantings by using corrugated lawn edging with a one inch lip 
that has been bent away from the plants. A very thin piece of copper that has been cut into strips 
will act as a slug deterrent as well, or this can be wrapped as a collar around trees at about a foot 
and a half off the ground (remember to expand this as the tree grows). The copper gives off an 
electrical charge to the slug. 
 
SPECIFICS: flexible 3” by 20’ copper strip, bury one inch deep in soil propped on upside down 
pincher clothes pins to hold it at the proper depth. 
 
The second best physical barrier is raw wood chips straight out of the chipper. 
 
The third best is the old fashioned beer trap (only 30% damage to plants versus 50% in control 
according to one study). 
 
SPECIFICS: 6” wide tin can buried to soil level and filled with beer.  Crush some slugs and 
smear around the edge because other slugs will be attracted even more. 
 
Slugs hate rough surfaces, so using a piece of hardware cloth with a bit of the wire sticking up 
can deter slugs from feeding, as can collars made from old window screen. 
  



If baits that act by dehydrating the slugs and snails are ingested during humid or rainy weather, 
the slugs can counteract the effects and rehydrate themselves.   
 
There is also an iron-based product which causes the snails/slugs to stop eating and starve to 
death.  It is also not harmful to dogs and cats, which is a huge issue with most slug baits.  
 
Diatomaceous earth may also be another good source of irritation for them but must be reapplied 
almost daily as does sawdust. 
 
 


