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Plant Mites 
 

What are typical symptoms of mite damage? 
 
Symptoms of mite damage include stippling (dotting), bronzing, flecking, premature leaf drop 
and ultimately webbing. The webbing is the point of no return.  
 
If I see damage does it mean that the mites are still there? 
 
Just because you see damage also does not mean the mites are still there because the damage on 
the foliage will persist long past the point that mites have left.   
 
How often can I have a mite flare up? 
 
You can have a mite flare every 3-5 days in warm weather.  
 
Do mites behave differently in a cool, wet year? 
 
In a wet, cool year, mites may show up late. 
 
Where would I first find a mite problem? 
 
Mites are first found adjacent to dusty roads or at margins of gardens on stressed plants. 
 
How are mites dispersed? 
 They are dispersed by wind, especially as plants get worse.  
 
How can I deter mites without using products? 
 
Rain deters them as does a frequent hard jet of water. Consider wetting down dust in roads to 
keep it off your plants.  
 
Is there a way I can get soap products to work better on my mite problems? 
 
If you use soap to control these mites, make sure you get undersides of leaves.   
 
Does my fertilizer program affect how many mites I have? 
 
High nitrogen content in leaves favors mites.  
 
 



How should I monitor for mites? 
 
Tap branches of your plants five time on white paper or into a container of rubbing alcohol to see 
how many fall off and look at undersides of leaves for eggs and webs.  
If you are not sure if the specks that fall off onto the paper are mites, try crushing them and 
smearing them onto the paper.  They should leave a faint, reddish-green stain 
 
How can I encourage predatory mites that will help to control the bad mites? 
 
Mite predators need some shade and humidity.  Therefore do not site dwarf Alberta spruce or 
Euonymous in a pot in full sun in the middle of a concrete slab or on a south wall! Bare ground 
under trees or around plants also makes mites multiply, so please mulch, but NEVER over 3 
inches deep!  
 
What are the best management practices for using products to control mites? 
 
Do NOT use pyrethroid insecticides because they will increase mite populations by killing 
everything but eggs and young.  
 
Oil may help to control mites but BEWARE! On conifers, oil will remove the blue bloom from 
bluish varieties and it takes several years for bluish needles to grow in again!  
 
What bad mites can I find on local trees and shrubs? 
 
Two-spotted spider mites plague junipers in the tree and shrub category but almost all other 
plants have the spruce spider mite if they are suffering from spider mites. Wash plants with a 
strong jet of water 
 
Spruce spider mites. These mites peak in spring and fall (as late as mid-November). Look for 
orange eggs at the base of needles which will appear bleached. Bright, dry areas get the worst 
populations but this mite has a tendency to hang around in shade until around the end of March 
and then shifts to sun. Check your plants for mites twice a month by doing 5 taps of a branch on 
a sheet of white paper. Smear the specks you get on the paper and if you get greenish red streaks 
you probably have mites.  
 
Southern red mites are a type of spider mite that attack broad leaved evergreens including 
hollies, Japanese holly, azalea, laurel, Rhododendrons, and boxwood. You’ll see them in cool 
weather. If you get more than ten mites per tap on white paper, a treatment may be warranted.  
 
I have really bizarre symptoms like little beads, blisters and nipples or bright magenta patches 
on my leaves.  Are these mites? 
 
YES.  Eriophyid mites produce some very bizarre symptoms. On maple leaves they produce 
spindle shaped projections, on beech leaves produce beads, on Callery or Bradford pear they can 
produce tons of tiny thickened blisters resulting in twisting and distortion of leaf tissue and on 
birch leaves they can produce swollen irregularly shaped magenta patches. You may see 
blistering on mountain ash and cotoneaster leaves due to the activities of eriophyid mites. 



Blisters are green in the beginning, then turn reddish to brown to black over time.  Hemlocks and 
privets get have a rusty appearance from eriophyid mites.  No control is usually needed.  
 
Should I treat eriophyid mites?  Can I use the same products as for other mites? 
 
No.  You should not bother to treat them.  They look odd but do little harm.  Materials used to 
control spider mites are often NOT effective against eriophyid mites. 
 
When will I see the highest populations of web spinning mites? 
 
Web spinning mites have their highest populations from June through September. Two-spotted 
spider mites relish hot dry conditions in outdoor beds, bordering hardscape walkways and within 
cement garden containers.  
 
What are the symptoms of mite attack on flowers? 
 
In response to mite attack, flowers discolor and drop, and leaves become dry and leathery 
Particularly hard hit are columbine, Dahlias, daylily, Delphinium, Gaillardia, Rudbeckia, 
hollyhock, Iris, Phlox, primrose, Salvia, Verbena, Viola, and mums. As we recommended before, 
a regular hose down, especially in dry, dusty areas, can really help. Marigolds are also very fine 
fodder for mites when they are in dry areas. 
 
The new growth is highly distorted on my impatiens.  I do not see any insect evidence.  Could 
this be a disease, or a mite? 
 
Yes, it could be Cyclamen mites. These mites are invisible even to a magnifying glass. Their 
development is favored by high humidity and cool temperatures. Leaves curl, and twist, and the 
tops of the plants become brittle, and scabby. The Fuchsia Cyclamen mite causes stunting and 
puckering of new growth especially on Impatiens. Flower buds may dry up and die. Light 
infestations may result in discolored or dark flecked flowers, with the worst damage seen on 
delphiniums with leaves and flowers that are blackened or streaked. Monkshood, Dahlia, gerbera 
daisy, mums, Verbena, and Viola are often the most affected plantings…remove and destroy 
infested plants!  
 
My fuchsia has odd pockets of red, swollen tissue.  Is this a fungal disease like Azalea gets? 
 
Instead it is probably Fuchsia gall mite causes twisted, distorted leaves, seriously affecting 
blossoms, and causing pockets of swollen, red tissue.  
 
 
 


