
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties 
Extension Education Center, Hudson 

Board of Directors Meeting 
July 10, 2018 

 
Present: Cathi Annese, Nate Chittenden, Billy Greer, Joseph Behn, Art Bassin, Mike McCrary, Bryan Frisbee, Alicia McCagg, Linda Fix, 
Glenda Berman, James Story, Bruce Meyers, Emili Ponte, Don MacCormack, Virginia Benedict 
Absent: Jane Miller, Nicole Bliss, Brent Zimmerman, Matt Luvera, Sandra Gardner 
Staff:  Evon Antonio, Angela Tallarico 
 
Cathi Annese, Association President, called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  Cathi welcomed Billy Greer to the board.  Billy is a 
Director of Operations for Five Guys restaurant chain and very active with 4-H as a parent, volunteer and former member. 

 
Approval of Board Agenda 
Don MacCormack moved to approve the agenda; Emili Ponte seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of May 1, 2018 meeting minutes 
Bruce Meyers moved to approve the minutes; Alicia McCagg seconded.  Approved unanimously.  
 
Standing Committee Reports 

Executive Committee 

Cathi Annese reported on the Executive Committee meeting held on June 26.    
 

• Format and Frequency of Board Meetings - The Executive Committee discussed possible options to board meeting format. 
Do we need to meet every month?  If every month, perhaps alternate the regular meetings with a meeting focusing on one 
program area.  Discussion.  Nate also suggested a program committee meeting take place the alternate months with the 
board present.  Cathi requested that board members give this some thought and get back to her with any suggestions. It 
will be on the agenda for a fall meeting to make any decisions in time for the 2019 meeting schedule.  

• Board Composition - Cathi raised the issue of possibly reducing the number of seats on the board.  She shared information 
on the size of the boards for surrounding CCEs. (James Story and Joe Behn joined the meeting).  Discussion followed. 

• Appointment of Nate Chittenden as Treasurer - Due to scheduling issues, Bryan Frisbee resigned as Treasurer and from the 
nominating committee.  Cathi appointed Nate Chittenden as Treasurer for the remainder of 2018.  Bruce Meyers moved to 
approve the appointment; Mike McCrary seconded.  Approved unanimously. 

The discussion returned to the board composition.  Don MacCormack suggested that the board consider a rule that a board member 
only serve for two years on the same committee.  This would help broaden the members’ awareness of different program areas.   

The following board members have terms expiring and are ineligible for another term – James Story, Nate Chittenden, Bruce 
Meyers, Jane Miller and Don MacCormack.  Nicole Bliss, Billy Greer and Glenda Berman have terms expiring and are eligible to run 
again.  Nicole has agreed to continue to serve. 

Bryan Frisbee suggested the Young Farmers’ Coalition be contacted regarding open board seats. 

Cathi appointed James Story to serve on the Nominating Committee. 

Finance and Human Resources Committee (met 5/29) 

• Evon Antonio reviewed the April and May financial statements.  Mike McCrary moved to approve the statements; Don 
MacCormack seconded.  Approved unanimously.   

• Fidelity Investments – (Ginger Benedict joined the meeting).  Discussion.  Art Bassin moved to adopt the resolution as 
presented; Mike McCrary seconded.  Approved unanimously.  

Facilities Committee, Joe Behn, no recent meeting to report on. However, work is planned for the meeting hall.  The committee will 
meet sometime after July 22.  Repairs to the Acra parking lot will be discussed at that time.  Discussion.  Evon reported that we 
recently received a letter from the Columbia County attorneys for a construction easement.  The letter has been forwarded to PW 
Wood for review. 
 

Fund Development Committee (met 5/31), Cathi Annese 
Status of dinner sponsors/donors handout was shared.  We need board to contribute for sponsorships and items for the balloons.  



Bryan Frisbee offered to reach out to Big Top Tent for a donation.  Linda Fix also emphasized the need for each board member to 
participate and come up with at least with a gift certificate or two from somewhere.  Sponsorships will help as well.   

Program Advisory Committees 

Agriculture and Food Systems, Nate Chittenden, Chair – no activity. 

Natural Resources, Sustainable Energy, & Climate Change, Virginia Benedict, Chair.  Notes from the last meeting (6/12) were 
provided.  Ginger said they have scheduled a special meeting for August 7 at 5:30 p.m.  Staffing and restructuring will continue to be 
addressed.  

4-H Youth Development/Children, Youth, and Families,  – no report but 6/19 meeting notes were shared. 

Parenting, Nutrition & Special Projects, Don MacCormack, Chair – Don reported that program team is looking for input from the 
community as part of the restructuring process.  The Parenting with Confidence Program (Dyson grant) called for 75 families to be 
reached within one year.  As of June, 91 families have been reached.  Don stated that the staff are working really hard and deserve 
recognition.  Unfortunately, due to the nature of their work, their program does not have high visibility.  They continue to work with 
DSS in parenting for both counties.  Special programs ideas are also being tossed around.  Board member thoughts or suggestions 
are welcome.  Any ideas, please send them to Evon, Rebecca or Don.   

Glenda Berman provided an update on the Community Horticulture Program (handout was provided).  Glenda spoke about work in 
Columbia County on invasives.  

Community & Economic Vitality, Linda Fix, Chair - reported that the next meeting is scheduled for July 25.  On behalf of Terri 
Mayhew, Linda asked for potato booth/juice bar volunteers for the Columbia County Fair.  
 
Glenda requested badges for board members to wear at events.    

Government Relations Updates 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors, Art Bassin 
2019 budget process starting.  Sales tax up over last year, very strong.  BOS approved Galvan Motel deal for 25 new motel rooms for 
temporary housing.  There is an issue over a piece of land in New Lebanon and a rail trail.  Brief discussion on the Galvan Motel and 
county demographics followed.  

New Business 
Cathi Annese congratulated Nate again on the recognition from Cornell.  Nate thanked those who acknowledged the award.  Nate 
requested the $1,000 award go to the CCE scholarship fund.  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
• Evon Antonio spoke about his experience for his first ELC Executive Leadership Conference in June. 
• Evon also spoke about our contact with Cypress Creek Solar and their open house at the Agroforestry Resource Center.  He’s 

been informed that they are also working with research at Cornell on pollinator-friendly plants around the solar farms.  Evon has 
reached out to Cornell to obtain more information.  Discussion on the solar farms.  

• Evon invited board members to contact him directly with questions on his written reports. 

Glenda asked about Executive Director search.  Evon spoke about meeting with Mary Marsters, former CCE Ulster employee who 
now does contract work.  Mary successfully secured a Dyson Foundation grant for a needs assessment for CCE Ulster’s open ED 
position.  Process was very effective.  She is willing to meet with Executive Committee and the board if necessary to explain the 
process. Discussion. James feels there should be a search committee established.  Art suggested the Executive Committee steer the 
process and relay information to the board.  

Art asked about Taste NY.  Evon responded that our involvement has been placed on hold but building continues.  Discussion. 
 
Bruce moved to adjourn at 8:44 p.m.; Linda seconded.  Glenda asked for monthly report from parenting.  Discussion.  Meeting 
adjourned. 
 

Minutes prepared by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 
 


