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An Overview of the Local Law to Reduce Nitrogen Pollution 
By Reducing the Use of Fertilizer in Suffolk County 

 
I.  Introduction  

The purpose of this law (Bill Number 2008) is to reduce nitrogen leaching into 
groundwater and runoff into surface water. This law impacts turf areas on non-county  
properties and all areas on county properties. The following is an overview of the law for  
county properties, non county-properties, for education requirements and for  
establishments selling fertilizers.  
 

II.  County Properties  
A. No fertilizer should be applied to any county properties other than those exempted in 
"B" below. 
B. Exemptions  

i.) County Golf Courses: provided, however, that only the minimum amount of  
slow-release and organic fertilizer shall be used that is needed to sustain healthy  
turf on golf courses, and that fertilizer application rates shall be limited to 3 lbs. of 
nitrogen/1000 sq. ft. per year, over the golf course as a whole, consistent with the 
"Organic Maintenance Plan".  
ii) The Suffolk County Farm: provided, however, that the Suffolk County Farm shall 
be subject to a goal of nitrogen reduction. Best management practices and strategies 
will be developed based on the agricultural stewardship program.  
iii) County Athletic Fields: provided a plan is developed following best management 
practices to reduce use of fertilizer and avoid fertilizer leachate.  
iv) County owned newly-seeded or planted landscapes and newly-seeded or newly-
sodded areas.  

C. No fertilizer will be applied to exempted county properties between November 1 and 
     April 1 consistent with county best management practices.  
 

III  Non Non-County Turf Properties  
A. Dates fertilizer can not be applied to non-county turf properties (including home and 
commercial lawns), golf courses, and athletic fields: between November 1 and April 1.  
B. Exemptions: Agricultural production  
 

IV  Requirements for Establishments Selling Fertilizer (Signage and Brochures)  
A. Signage: An establishment shall conspicuously post a sign and informational 
brochures on fertilizers and turf management, the language for which which shall be 
furnished by the Department of Economic Development and Planning, within ten (10) 
feet of the establishment's fertilizer display area. If an establishment has more than one 
fertilizer display area, and the display areas are not substantially contiguous, then signs 
and brochures must be displayed within ten (10) feet of each display area.  

 
 



B. Brochures: The Department of Economic Development and Planning in consultation 
with the Suffolk County Department of Health Services, has developed the signs and 
brochures referred to implement the law.  
C. Further details: Once signage and brochures are developed, all establishments should 
contact the Department of Economic Development and Planning to obtain instructions on 
acquiring appropriate materials.   
 

V  Education Requirements for landscapers/lawn care personnel  
A. Education: All landscapers who have a Suffolk County Home improvement license 
and apply fertilizers are required to take a turf management course approved by the 
Department of Economic Development and Planning before renewal or receiving a 
license.  
B. Contact the individual listed in VI below to find out about the next available course. 
 

VI.  Effective dates for compliance:  
A. The law shall apply to the above requirements and restrictions on January 1, 2009.  
B. Enforcement: The Suffolk County Department of Health Services shall enforce the 
prohibitions and requirements of this law.  
C. Violations: Any violation of this law shall be subject to a civil penalty, in an amount 
not to exceed $1,000.00 per violation. Each day of continued violation shall constitute a 
separate additional violation.  
 
For further information, contact  
Elyse O'Brien,  
Senior Environmental Analyst 
Department of Economic Development and Planning  
631-853-5957,  

 
 


