
I know there are many farm animals on display, but what does the NY State Fair really have 
to do with agriculture? 
 
The NY State Fair’s roots in agriculture go back over 175 years. The NY State Agricultural Society 
was formed in 1832 to promote agricultural improvement and local fairs. In 1841, the nation’s 
first state fair took place in Syracuse, NY, with about 10,000-15,000 people in attendance. Over 
the years the fair has moved around the state, grown, and evolved to showcase various types of 
agriculture in the state and entertainment through the addition of the midway and concert 
performances.  
 
This year, the NY State Fair will run from August 22 – September 3, 2018. Each day provides 
fairgoers with a different schedule of exciting events, and there are certain days that focus on 
different areas of the agriculture sector in NY. August 23 is Agriculture Career Day, where young 
adults can learn more about careers in agriculture and get excited about working in the 
industry. August 27 is the first ever Maple Day, featuring lots of delicious locally made maple 
products and cooking demonstrations. August 28 is Beef Day, with grilling contests and many 
beef cows on display. August 30 is Dairy Day featuring a cow show, parade, the famous glass of 
cold fresh milk, and new this year a “test your dairy knowledge” contest.  
Also, throughout the two weeks, there are a lot of other agriculture shows for 4-H youth, 
horses, llamas, rabbits, pigs, sheep, goats, and chickens.  
 
Have you ever seen a baby calf being born? If not, be sure to spend some time at the Dairy Cow 
Birthing Center, open daily from 10am - 9pm. Each day, there will be cows from two local farms 
that are due to give birth, as well as local farmers, veterinarians, and industry representatives 
to answer any questions you have about the dairy industry, milk products, animal care, etc… If 
you can’t make it to the fair, don’t worry, you can still watch a calf being born by tuning into the 
live stream of the birthing center at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9UCd9teak17DOqhbPlFAkw. After visiting the animals, 
stop by the Horticulture Building to see a working bee colony, see artistic horticulture designs, 
and booths featuring NY sweet potatoes, maple, and apples. 
 
Make sure that this year during your fair visit, you check out all the agriculture exhibits, ask the 
farmers and exhibitors questions to get your answers straight from the source, get some ice 
cream or a delicious meat entrée, and maybe even see a calf being born! To purchase advance 
tickets or learn more about the schedule, visit the fair website at: https://nysfair.ny.gov/.  
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