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Quick and Easy Symptom Checker 
Poor pattern with no distinct leaf pattern:  most likely causes include:  soil moisture 
excess or deficiency, and/or compaction, excess salt or pH problem, root disease, insects, foliar 
injury, root injury, nematodes. 

Distinct leaf necrosis:  nutrient deficiency or toxicity, diseases, insect injury, pesticide injury 

Discoloration or necrosis of internal tissue: disease, nematodes, insects 

Discoloration, overgrowth, surface injury of roots or multiple growth or 
suckering: disease, nematodes, nutrient deficiencies, mechanical or rodent injuries 

Malformations of leaves and stems: herbicides, virus, abnormal growing conditions, 
genetic variations, insects 

Root rots: leaf yellowing, leaf drop, browning of the tips of leaves and branch die back. 
Commonly the underlying cause is poor root health in urban landscapes 

Root	  rots	  
A major factor is often over fertilizing, especially with quick release which results in high salts 
around roots.  
Another factor is poor drainage. Roots injured by low oxygen can leak nutrients attracting 
phytophthora, fusarium and pythium fungi. 
Two tests to check for root rot: 

The panty hose test. Grab an older root and see if you can easily slip off the outer covering. If 
you are successful, you have root rot. 

Cut a root in a cross section and check the internal color. If it is brown or discolored, you have 
root rot. 

Kinds	  of	  Insect	  Damage	  

• Tiny white or yellow dots (stipples) = mites, leafminers, hoppers, lacebugs 
• Leaf and flower distortion = aphids, thrips, mites 

• Leaf spots and blotches = leafminers, plant bugs 
• Yellowing = scale, mites 

• Wilted foliage = stem borers, grubs, root feeders 
• Chewing skeletonizing = beetles, caterpillars, grasshoppers 

• Honeydew / sticky leaves = aphids / scale / whitefly 
• Leafdrop = mites, scale 



• Got a hole or a notch?  If it has a brown margin, chances are it is fungal. 
Lesions are oozing, slimy  = Bacterial disease 

Lesion has threads, dry specs = Fungal disease 
Lesion curled, puckered, yellow patches between veins = viral disease 

Drought versus salt versus leaf scorch: 
With drought, leaves have a black margin, leaves burned from salt damage will have a yellow 
margin.  
Drought damage will be uniform across the plant whereas salt may be uniform or on the ‘splash’ 
side. Bacterial leaf scorch is intermittent through tree.	  
 

 


