
The Energy Smart Community is a NYSEG 
initiated program to encourage energy efficiency 
on the electrical grid and in people’s homes. 

As part of the Energy Smart 
Community program, 12,000 
electric and gas meters were 
replaced with “Smart Meters” 
in homes and businesses 
throughout Tompkins county.

Smart Meters measure how 
much energy a house or 
business is using  
(or generating in the case of home solar) and 
wirelessly sends information to NYSEG remotely. 

This information can help a utility run electricity 
on the grid more efficiently, and allow NYSEG 
customers to see their energy use patterns so they 
can make changes to be more efficient at home.

The Energy Smart Community was created in 
response to New York State’s Reforming the 
Energy Vision which has been set up to help 

Build a Clean, More Resilient, and Affordable 
Energy System for All New Yorkers. 
NYS Reforming the Energy Vision Goals:

THE ENERGY SMART COMMUNITY

50% renewable energy by 2030  

reduction in greenhouse gas  
emissions from 1990 levels  40%

23% decrease in energy consumption 
of buildings from 2012 levels  

The Smart Usage Plan’s Delivery and Supply Charges 

Delivery: If you choose to opt-in to the Smart Usage Plan your delivery rates will be 
higher ($0.18/kWh) during peak times weekdays between 4-6 pm and lower ($0.03/kWh) 
at off-peak every other hour of the day including weekends and holidays. 

OFF PEAKPEAK
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Energy Manager 
is an online tool that allows you to see how much 
energy you use each hour of the day so you can 
make changes to save energy. To explore Energy 

Manager log into your NYSEG account and choose 
‘Open Energy Manager’

The Smart Usage Plan 
offers a financial incentive for shifting your  

electricity usage from peak to off-peak hours  
as a means to improve energy efficiency  

across the electrical grid

If you are part of the Energy Smart Community program and have a Smart Meter,  
here are some things to know about Smart Meters and your energy choices:

Supply: If you choose NYSEG as your electricity supplier, the supply prices will change hourly 
depending on the energy market prices. Supply prices tend to be higher when there is a peak in 
demand for electricity. 

You may be able to save money on this plan if you can shift your schedule to use high energy appliances before or 
after peak hours, and/or set a timer on your air conditioner/heaters, water heaters, and other appliances to shut down 
during peak times. To see the Nitty-gritty details of this rate, visit ccetompkins.org/SUP. 



SAVING ENERGY SAVES MONEY

1
3

Get Rid of Energy Vampires. 
Plug appliances and chargers into an  
advanced power strip that automatically  
turns stuff off when not in use. 

Save up to $200 each year

Lower your hot  
water temperature  
to 120º F.

6 Switch to low-flow  
showerheads and faucets.

Save up to $20 per person per year

Save up to $60  
each year 4 Set the fridge at 40º F and 

the freezer at 5º F.

Save $10-$40 each year

Set your thermostat to 68º F  
in the winter (or lower) and 78º F  
in the summer (or higher).  
Only heat/cool rooms you  
regularly use.
Save $360-$600 each year

Contact Cooperative Extension Energy 
Outreach at (607) 272-2292 before your  
next appliance or heater purchase for  
tips and learn how to get a free  
energy audit and low-cost energy 
efficiency upgrades. Visit us at
ccetompkins.org/energy

5Only use your dryer with a full 
load and line dry clothes when 
possible. 

Save $130 each year

Everybody’s Doing It!

*Energy saving information and calculations from: nationalgrid.com | energy.gov | nyseg.com 

2Replace all of your  
lights with LEDs.

Save up to $120 each year

7 8
Cornell Cooperative Extension joined the Energy Smart Community program because of its potential to 
advance our community’s energy efficiency in homes and businesses as well as on the electrical grid. We 
see an opportunity to make a significant shift towards reducing our fossil fuel consumption if our community 
makes a collective effort to become more aware of when we use electricity and how much we use. We are also 
excited by the aspects of the Energy Smart Community that open up more capacity for renewable resources 
to connect to the grid. Contact us for more information and or to schedule adult and youth presentations. 
ccetompkins.org/esc | (607) 272-2292 | energysmart@cornell.edu


