
I have been hearing about the Emerald Ash borer for quite a while- my ash trees look fine.  What is 

going on and how can I protect the trees in my yard? 

We have been sounding the alarm about the emerald ash borer (EAB) for about 10 years now. Many 

people are probably suffering from message fatigue since it has not made an appearance in Jefferson 

County…yet. 

Keep in mind that we are surrounded by infestations of this invasive insect that kills ash trees. It is across 

the St. Lawrence River in Ontario and it was found last year in St. Lawrence and Oswego Counties. Last 

winter, infested trees were found at The Elms Golf Course on Route 3 in the Town of Sandy Creek. This 

location is exactly one mile from the Jefferson County border. EAB is probably already in Jefferson 

County in low numbers – we have traps up throughout the county that are checked every two weeks. By 

the time this article goes to press, we might even have a positive find. 

At any rate, if you have landscape ash trees you should be prepared to act. Make no mistake – all ash 

trees will be killed by EAB. There will be no miraculous, resistant trees. The only way to save ash trees is 

to have them treated with an insecticide via trunk injection. This treatment is 99% effective on trees 

with healthy canopies. It must be done in the spring and repeated every two years. Only an Arborist or a 

Certified Pesticide Applicator can perform the treatment. 

If you do not wish to treat your landscape ash trees they should be removed while they are still green. It 

may seem crazy to remove a perfectly fine tree, but there is a reason for this recommendation. Once 

infested with EAB, ash trees dry out and the wood becomes very brittle. Once that happens the tree 

becomes a hazard and a condition called ‘ash snap’ can occur. This happens when the tree 

spontaneously breaks apart in the absence of any type of load like wind, snow, ice, etc. This can open 

property owners up to all sorts of liability. Also, if you wait until the tree is dying and becomes brittle, 

tree cutters will not climb the tree in order to take it down – it is just too dangerous. Therefore heavy 

equipment, like cranes, will need to be brought in to remove the tree – this will be very expensive. 

Bottom line, we are able to draw upon all of the experience about EAB from the mid-west. They have 

been dealing with this insect since 2002. We know what works and what doesn’t. All of their ash trees 

are gone, except for those treated with trunk injections. Once EAB is found 15 miles from your location, 

you should make a decision to either treat the tree or have it removed.  

For more information on EAB and a list of Certified Arborists, contact Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Jefferson County at 315-788-8450. 

By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

August 4, 2018 


