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TURF HANDOUT  
Major kinds of cool season turf: Kentucky bluegrass, perennial rye, tall fescue, fine fescue.  Fescues best for LI.  
Use endophyte enhanced fescues or ryes.  Dry shady acid spot =fine fescue, all else, tall fescue if possible.  
Consistently wet shade = Poa trivialis 
 
Major type of warm season grass: Zoysia 
 
Mowing height: 3 inches all year long  
Clippings: return them 
 
Thatch: only a problem if over 0.5 inches…if so, check pH, then core aerate.  Do not use thatcher. 
 
Irrigation: 1-1.5 inches, deeply and infrequently, from midnight until 8 am 
 
Fertilization of cool season grasses: 50-70% slow release, May, September, October.  Illegal to fertilize turf between 
November 1-April 1.  Use no more than 1 pound of actual nitrogen/1000 square feet.  Divide 100 by N number of 
N-P-K to know amount of fertilizer PRODUCT to use/1000 square feet.  Slow release products are 0.35 or greater 
when you divide WIN number from bag by N number of NPK ratio, but we want you to use 0.50 or greater slow 
release products 
 
Compaction should be dealt with using a combination of aeration and top dressing with 0.25 to 1/8 inch of compost.  
Leave holes open if you can. 
 
Never use more than 15% RYE IN A MIX UNLESS YOU DON’T MIND ALL RYE IN A FEW SEASONS 
 
RYE DOES NOT TOLERATE SHADE 
 
Grass needs 6 hours of light to thrive.  Rate light the following way: (and if your turf is in shade don’t renovate until 
the shade issue is taken care of) 

• Grade A = 8 or more hours 
• Grade B = 6-8 hours 
• Grade C = 4-6 hours 
• Grade D = 2-4 hours 
• Grade F = less than 2 

 
Do not renovate in spring.  You will have nothing but weeds. 
 
Best pH for turf is 6.3-6.8, acceptable is 6-7 
 
Always do a calculation to see how good your lime is: divide 100 by the ENV number on the bag.  You’ll want as 
close to “1” as you can get to get the best value. 
 
Core aerate your sod 3-4 weeks after it has been installed. 
 
Fertilize your newly seeded turf 4-6 weeks after it germinates.  Stay in compliance with county law. 
 
Always do a pure live seed calculation: In order to calculate pure live seed, you need the percent purity and percent 
germination from the seed label 

• Multiply them together as decimals, add them up and convert back to percent 
• That is how much of the pound will potentially germinate 
• Compensate by taking the seeding rate and adding the number for what will not germinate in that pound to 

compensate. 


