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Caring for Dead Turf 
 
How can I know if MY DEAD TURF WILL RECOVER? 
You will need to recognize the three major regions of the turf plant’s anatomy. The top or 
blades can die and come back as long as the crown, the slightly swollen area just before the 
roots start remains alive.  If the roots have died back considerably (look for brown, tan or 
black limp roots---live ones are white and stretchy) then the crown will have a greater chance 
of being dead because roots cannot pull up enough water to keep the crown cool.   
Get a magnifying glass and in the area of suspected death,  pull up some brown leaf blades. 
Take the magnifying glass to the hole you made with removal of brown blades.  Look closely 
at the ground for signs of new growth from the crown located at the soil surface.   
If the crown is pale green or white, this is good news that the crown is still alive and new turf 
will emerge shortly.  If crown is pale tan and watery looking, this is not so good news and if 
the crown is brown and rotted, then it is time to overseed. 
I don’t have much time for fiddling with a magnifying glass, plus it makes people nervous.  
Is there another way to determine live versus dead turf? 
If it’s wilted and matted, chances are it’s dead. If the is crown white and juicy, it is alive.  If 
you still are not sure, bring a piece inside in a zip lock bag, and treat it like house plant.  If  it 
is alive, the grass will begin to grow quickly in this protected environment. 
I know sometimes grass will fill in dead spots.  Which should I attempt to overseed and 
which should I leave alone? 
For bunch type grasses, reseed dead spots larger than 3 inches in diameter 
For Kentucky bluegrass, reseed dead spots larger than 6 inches in diameter 

 
 


