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BEE MIMICS 

By Joyce d. Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
The Stachys officinalis 'Hummelo', Betony plant was so pretty in the Master Gardener volunteer 
demonstration gardens that it deserved to introduce this month’s newsletter. As I snapped a few 
photos, I noticed a shiny flying bug that hovered and darted like a helicopter or drone. Actually 
there were two, no, three of them! Could I possibly get a photo that helped identify it? Perhaps 
get a nice photo with the bug in it? In focus?  

Approximately ten minutes and fifty photographs later I stopped trying to catch the bug at rest. I 
looked at all the photos (few were in focus) and did lots of research. There are several bugs that 
mimic bees; bee flies (family Bombyliidae), drone flies (genera Eristalis), and hover flies or 
flower flies (family Syrphidae). Like a fly, these all have two wings, unlike bees which have four. 
And unlike a bee, they do not sting. They are great pollinators and by mimicking bees they avoid 
predators.  

Sadly, none of my photos were good enough to accurately identify the amazing acrobats. 
Perhaps another day.  

THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: 
STONECROP GARDENS  

By Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
Public gardens are a wonderful source for those who seek botanical inspiration and education, 
and a visit to Stonecrop in Cold Spring, New York, will not disappoint on either count. How could 
one expect anything less, considering the creators of this garden, Frank and Anne Cabot, were 
also the founders of the Garden Conservancy? 
 
The History 
To fully understand the evolution of this garden and its benefactors, one must go back to the 
very beginning.  The history of Stonecrop and the creative force that started it all began in 1958 
when the Cabots were gifted with sixty mountaintop acres outside of Cold Spring, New York by 
Anne’s grandmother, Evelina Ball Perkins.  This large plot of woodlands and fields, while lovely, 
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contained soil that was riddled with stones and underscored with bedrock.  Adding to the 
challenge, the site was also buffeted by winds courtesy of its 1100-foot elevation.  This was 
certainly not the ideal place for a young couple to establish a garden, but nevertheless they 
were ready.  Since Frank and Anne were great admirers of alpine plants, that was where they 

started. 
Happily, stony mountaintops and alpines do 
make good partners, (with a little coddling) 
and this became the spark that ignited the 
Cabot’s gardening passion.   Buoyed by their 
success, they were encouraged to expand 
and develop other gardening possibilities on 
their mountaintop. Soils were enriched and 
amended, wind-buffering trees and shrubs 
were planted, and unusual perennials and 
vegetables were trialed in new gardens.  In 
the 1970’s a massive stonework project was 
started that created waterfalls and streams 
that all collected at the bottom of a large 
man-made lake.  By the time the 1980’s 

rolled around, the Cabots had a much more ambitious dream for Stonecrop and felt that the 
time was right for it to become a public display garden.   
 
To help them achieve this goal, Frank and Anne retained the services of English horticulturist 
Caroline Burgess, a recent graduate of the Royal Botanic Garden at Kew, who proved to be the 
perfect candidate to assist with this private-to-public transformation.  With Burgess at the helm, 
Stonecrop expanded into fifteen acres of diverse garden areas containing an incredibly 
comprehensive collection of plants.  In 1992, Stonecrop Gardens opened to the public and has 
become a must-see Hudson Valley destination ever since. 
 
The Gardens 
One of the crown jewels of this public garden is the large glass conservatory that “floats” above 
a mirror-like pond, reflecting the architecture of the structure and making it seem larger than it 
is. Acting as a graceful frame, water-plants and lilies are tucked into the submerged stones of 
the pond’s edges and shelter the many frogs who reside there.  Inside the conservatory, one will 
find tender tropical and half-hardy plants, many of which are brought out in warmer weather and 
used as fillers in the gardens as 
needed. Behind the glasshouse, 
nestling into the wooded wetlands, 
huge Ligularias and prehistoric-
looking Petasites can be found, 
some with leaves that measure 
several feet across.  But the great 
grand-daddy of them all is a zone 
7 perennial Gunnera manicata 
from Brazil, which the staff at 
Stonecrop over-winter in an 
insulated box.  This treasure is 
brought out in late spring to 
astound visitors with its eight-foot 
wide leaves. 
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Another popular attraction at Stonecrop is the boulder-strewn lake which is edged with stone 
stairs, ledges, and a bridge-crossing made of pre-historic-looking flint stone. This man-made 

lake is fed by several cascading waterfalls 
and streams that appear to be indigenous, 
but were actually commissioned by the 
Cabots in the 1970’s. Here the visitor will 
discover wisteria-covered gazebos set on 
the lake with stilts, each with a wooden 
roundel framing a lovely view.  Benches are 
set into these structures and if you have the 
inclination to sit next to a human-sized metal 
frog sculpture, he is more than happy to 
oblige. Behind the gazebos and edging the 
lake is a forest of dawn redwood trees, 
Metasequoia glyptostroboides, which only 
serve to emphasize the primordial magic of 
this location. 

 
Stone stairs beckon from the gazebo as one climbs back up and 
into the woodlands.  From there, a detour to the English-style 
cottage garden is in order, where plants are grouped in lovely 
profusion and coordinated by color.  Our tour took place in May, and 
due to the very late spring this year not as much was in bloom yet. 
By mid-summer the roses, flowering shrubs, perennials, vines, and 
annuals will all be in riotous color.    

 
Through a hedge opening in the cottage garden one will 
be led into the decorative kitchen garden which features 
parterres full of veggies and annuals.  Sternly overseeing 
this area is a large and humorous burlap scarecrow of 
Gertrude Jekyll, and from the way she is looking down her 
nose through her bifocals, these plants better produce or 
else!  This garden would definitely be worth another visit 
later in the season when everything pops. 
 

There are so many opportunities to be educated in these 
gardens, but taking it one step further, Stonecrop has installed 
a special area that features systematic order beds representing 
over 50 plant families.  As our guide explained to us, DNA 
testing has now necessitated the reclassification of many 
plants into totally different families, leaving these planting beds 
a little out of order. The sorting continues to evolve (and 
aggravate!) as the science becomes more sophisticated. 
Stonecrop also supplies plant lists to visitors which contain the 
Latin names of most of the plants you will see here and their 
locations in the gardens. 
 
Plan on spending at least several hours in this delightful place to take in all that it has to offer. 
Stonecrop also sells alpines and unusual perennials as well as hand harvested seeds from 
many of their heirloom plants.  They also periodically hold classes on building hypertufa pots to 
showcase alpines. And a day-trip to Stonecrop would not be complete without a visit to the 
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nearby town of Cold Spring, with its charming restaurants, shops, and lovely park overlooking 
the Hudson River. (Note: The selections at Moo Moo’s ice cream parlor are amazing and there 
is always a line out the door).   
 
Hard to believe that sixty years ago a wind-swept mountaintop full of stones could have 
morphed into such a beautiful display garden today.  How wonderful, too, that the lessons 
learned here resulted in the establishment of the Garden Conservatory.  What an incredible 
legacy the Cabots have left us, and what undaunted perseverance they had in the face of so 
many challenges. 
 

Photos provided by Victoria Rolfe and Sue Grumet, Master Gardener Volunteers   

 

  
INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS WEEK 

 
July 8-14, 2018 is New York’s fifth Invasive Species Awareness 
Week, an annual educational campaign coordinated by the 

Invasive Species Advisory Committee and the eight  PRISMs 
(Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management).  
Activities throughout the state will promote knowledge and 
understanding of invasive species. This year the ISAW theme is 

"What YOU can do to stop the spread!"  focused on 
positive actions people can take to prevent the spread of 
invasive species. Go to the LHPRISM.org calendar of events to 
find opportunities in the Lower Hudson.  

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/47433.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/47433.html
https://stoptheinvasionny.com/calendar-of-events/lower-hudson-calendar/
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THE GARDENS OF VALLEY VIEW 
by MG Susan Kavy, Class of 2010, and Tory Klose, friend of the MGs 

 

 
 

Background 
Susan:  
During the self-introductions of the 2010 class of Master Gardener trainees, I was the only one 
who had had no gardening experience as a kid. Everyone else had gardened with their mothers, 
fathers, grandparents or a family friend. They had grown up on farms or spent summers in the 
country or always had a backyard vegetable or flower garden. Even Tory, who spent summers 
on her family farm in Red Hook, knew more than I did. As a matter of fact, everyone knew more 
than I did. By the time I took the MG training I had twenty years of gardening under my belt. 

Never had I put my hands in the soil except to make mud balls when little. I remember distinctly 
that when I was about seven or eight I had a lemonade stand at the end of the driveway. At that 
time about three cars would pass by on a good day. A car did stop, the driver had lemonade 
and asked me if the flowers by the lawn were for sale. Of course I said yes and quickly cut them 
all down and was very proud to make a quarter. My mother asked me where all the flowers went 
and I told her that I had cut them down for a lemonade customer. Mom looked forlorn and asked 
me to not do that again, so that was the first and last time I did anything in a garden . . . until 
1988, when we bought our 1850s house and barn.  
 
Then it was a one-acre parcel with a row of peonies, which are still there, in the front and a few 
shrubs, lilacs, a flowering magnolia, a dogwood and a crabapple, some ancient apple and pear 
trees and not much else. 

 
Tory had grown up on a farm in 
Red Hook and had done her 
share of planting, but mainly 
vegetables: radish, corn, 
tomatoes, onions. Her father 
loved glads, so he was the one 
who planted those toward the 
end of the season. Which is why 
she thinks of them as end-of-
summer/early autumn flowers. 

Original peony row Crabapple tree in bloom 



July 2018  Page 6 
 

Her mother loved red geraniums and kept pots and pots of them on the 
terrace. That city girl knew enough to dead-head them with her fingers and 
to give them a lot of water. Other than that, they and Tory knew nothing 
about gardening. 
 
 
Our First Garden 
Neither of us can recall at a remove of thirty years who suggested the first 
garden. It was a vegetable garden that we and our friend Treva, who knew 
about such things, put in over Memorial Day weekend of 1988. We planted 
what Tory had grown up with—radish, corn, tomatoes, onions. 

It took up a bit of our main lawn (the rest of the lawn 
we both mowed with a Snapper push mower, which, 
thirty years later, we still use for tight spaces) and we 
remember reveling in being able to pick dinner fresh 
from the garden. We also had a small porch then and 
we planted impatiens around it. We thought we were 
such proficient gardeners! Even though they were in 
direct sun, they thrived and the deer didn’t eat them. 
(We did not have deer until many years later when 
their habitat was destroyed by a growth of new 
houses on the road. Hence the fencing around all the 
gardens.)  

And then one year, Tory got absolutely hooked on 
daffodils and planted five hundred the first time, and the 
second and the third—you get the idea. She kept adding 
every year until we have a blanket of them on the 
original one acre. Every April cars slow down as well as 
people out for a walk to admire the hundreds if not 
thousands of blooming daffodils. We are always 
complimented, which is nice to hear, and Susan’s 
standard response is “You can come help any time!” 
And you watch as the people rush off. 
 

 
 
The Barn Garden 
Tory: 
The first construction we ever did was to transform 
the flat, shed-roof chicken-coop part of the barn 
into a raised-roof barn office for me. Outside that 
office had been a chicken run and where we 
planted lilies (before the dreaded red lily beetle, 
which decimated them), spiderwort, iris, black-eyed 
Susan, daisies, dwarf sunflowers and nasturtiums. 
The chicken guano left there over many years 
made the flowers absolutely breathtaking. 
 

A bunch of glads 

 

About two thousand daffodils in bloom 

Our first garden in 1988 
 

Barn garden on chicken guano 
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Trial and Error 
Trial and error went into many gardens—mostly error. 

Susan got it into her head that a field of wildflowers would be a neat idea. So on the slope 
beyond the barn we sowed wildflower seed in what we facetiously call the Lower Forty. It was 
gorgeous—for the first two years. Then it just turned into a messy jungle of weeds. We cut that 
down and Susan kept mowing it until it became lawn.  

Susan then started to create a 100’ x 15’ perennial garden 
that ran about half the length and a third of the width of 
the property. Daylilies, roses, hydrangea trees, 
gooseneck loosestrife, iris (donated by MGs), hosta—
solid and variegated—spiderwort and many other 
perennials. Little did we know that some were invasive 
plants, so every year we spend 
some time pulling out much of the 
gooseneck loosestrife and 
spiderwort. Ugh! 

Susan’s attitude was shop and plop. No landscape design for her. 
On the north side of the barn we put yucca. Don’t ever do that! We’re 
convinced the tap roots made their way under the barn, which is why we 
now have yucca on the south side of the barn as well. They’re incredibly 
difficult to get rid of. 
 
 
The Field Annex 
We’d discussed from the day we bought Valley View that if the property to our immediate north 
ever went up for sale that we’d make a preemptive strike. That’s exactly what happened 
seventeen years ago, when we annexed two and half acres to our original 
one. That’s when all the gardening fun began. But now we had a 2.5 acre 
hay field that needed to be cut in addition to the 1 original acre. Because 
Susan had had a case of Lyme the first year at the house, she announced 
that the field would become lawn.  

So off to Adams Power, where we bought our first 42-inch John Deere 
riding mower. We knew right away it was too small and Susan spent hours 
mowing and bagging, so recently we graduated to a 54-inch Deere, which 
works so much better and cut mowing time down by a third. 
 
 
Garden Expansion 
We learned a lot in our first fifteen years of gardening, both the good and the ugly, that 
expanding the gardens was fun but of course hard work. We thought about how many plants 
had died. How many were eaten? How many were planted in the wrong place? How much 
money did we spend on lost plants? A fortune! But the gardens were our passion and our 
burden.  

With the additional 2.5 acres, we could expand, and expand we did. We expanded the house 
first and put ‘Stella D’Oro’ daylilies all around the porch. We put flower pots every few feet along 
the porch, and what was once filled with the red geraniums Tory’s mother had so liked became 

Iris donated by MG colleagues 

Showing off the new 
John Deere Mower 

 

Yucca in bloom 
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scaveola, then became coleus before too long. We have 
stuck with that for many years, as the MGs know from 
their annual plant sale. We are now exchanging the 
‘Stella D’oro’ in front of the porch for small Hydrangea 
Pistachio, whose pink and green flowers will match the 
abundantly colorful coleus. 

On the same level as the house, we put in a very large 
garden, which has both vegetables and perennials: 
corn, radish, kale, red romaine, carrots, beets, and 
helianthus, buddleia, iris, ‘Bloomerang Lilac’, 
Turtlehead, dahlias and more. 

Perhaps our most prized flower in this garden is the 
Hemerocallis ‘Susan Kavy’ daylily, a coral pink blend with 
maroon eye above a citron green throat. This was given to 
her by our friends Adam Rose and Peter McQuillan, who are 
benefactors of the New York Botanical Gardens and whose 
estate many of the MGs toured several years ago, in 
celebration of Susan’s fiftieth birthday (just a few months 
ago!). Three years ago, this garden had to be reduced to 
give us space to put on an addition for Susan’s mother, 
Rosalie. To compensate, we created a cutting garden, which 
is now home to giant zinnias, snapdragons, garlic and onions 
and the occasional volunteer mammoth sunflower. 

But we did not stop there. In addition to the main and cutting gardens, we made a berry garden, 
a tomato garden, a mammoth sunflower garden, a pumpkin garden. It seems every year we 
think of something else we want and make yet another garden—again with very unique names. 
Ha! 

Because Tory is an iris and peony and tomato lover, we also created a 
lasagna garden for those three. Susan took over the tomato part of this 
garden about three years ago and made it the iris/peony/pumpkin 
garden. She sows a variety of pumpkins—traditional orange pumpkins 
for carving jack-o’-lanterns, turbans, jack be little, baby boo, red warty 
thing, gourds—and has a home-made ice cream social/pick-your-own-
pumpkin party for the children and parents of our friends every 
October.  

This meant we had to make a new garden for Tory’s tomatoes. Again 
we used the lasagna-garden method—let cardboard, grass clippings 
and earthworms do the tilling work for you! This year Tory and our 
friend Jane (mainly Jane) built a tomato trellis patterned on one we’d 
seen on an MG field trip to Locust Grove last June. While we were 
there to see the incredible number and variety of peonies, we also got 
a tour of their veggie garden, which had this trellis. We thought we’d 
try it out. We could tell as soon as we positioned it that it would be too 
tall. But everything in gardening is an experiment at some level, right? 
But so far so good. 

Hemerocallis 'Susan Kavy' 

A variety of 

harvested pumpkins 

Pots and pots of coleus on the porch 

Tomato trellis fashioned 

after Locust Grove’s 
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We both love berries—raspberries in particular, so we added yet another 
garden dedicated just to berries—blueberries, golden and red 
raspberries and blackberries. This year will be the first harvest, and it 
looks like it will be bountiful as there’s a lot of fruit on the bushes right 
now. 

We also adore mammoth sunflowers and 
decided to have one garden just for them. Last 
fall we staked out where it should be and how 
big and layered that area of the lawn with 
cardboard, grass clippings, et cetera, once again 
using the lasagna method.  

To protect the seeds from avian marauders, we threw bird netting over 
the top of the garden, and voilà! The Arikara and Skyscraper variety of 
mammoths, getting to 14’ high from Hudson Valley Seed Co., that we 
visited last year on an MG trip, are poking their heads up nicely.  

 

We’ve taken an oath that this will be the very last garden we create.  

But as the great Fats Waller once said, 

 One never know, do one? 

 

  INVASIVE SPECIES: PLANTS THAT CAUSE HARM 
By Joyce d. Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
A few years ago I wrote an article about a few plants that look a lot like Queen Anne’s Lace, 
Daucus carota and two which can cause harm to people.  Click here to read it. This year I 
received several calls asking about Wild Parsnip, Anthriscus sylvestris, including two from folks 
who suffered burns from it, and one asking about Giant Hogweed, Heracleum mantegazzianum 
so would like to repeat a few key cautions. Great care should be taken to avoid skin contact 
with the toxic sap of the plant tissues by wearing gloves, sleeves, and long pants.  
 
In a few weeks, Wild Parsnip, 
Anthriscus sylvestris, will 
bloom in Dutchess County. It 
has compound leaves, yellow 
blooms and can be very 
harmful to people. The juice of 
wild parsnip in contact with 
skin in the presence of 
sunlight can cause a rash, 
blistering and discoloration of 
the skin (phytophoto- 
dermatitis) similar to poison 
ivy but more like a bad sunburn.  Control is achieved by pulling or mowing the plants before 
seeds have set. Click here to learn more.  

 

Berry garden 

Sunflower garden 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/3428/dutchess-dirt-july-2014.pdf?1413697523
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/105364.html
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(July 6, 2016 after teaching a workshop on how to identify 
invasive plants, I was weeding my perennial gardens at home. 
There is a small bed next to a brick patio, surrounded by lawn. 
It’s been planted for over 30 years, is fairly well managed and 
doesn’t have many weeds. I saw a plant I didn’t recognize and 
wondered if I had perhaps tucked in a plant someone gave me, 
or if maybe I had planted a leftover perennial from our plant 
sale. I racked my brain for herbaceous perennial candidates and 
suddenly realized it was wild parsnip. I was wearing gloves and 
had not touched it. I covered it with a garbage bag, carefully 
pulled it out and put it in a specimen display frame for the next 
class then threw out my gloves, washed my skin very carefully 
and luckily had no reaction. I imagine a bird dropped seed from 
somewhere. Be observant and be careful.) 

The nastiest plant is Giant Hogweed which causes significant harm to people. If sap from the 
plant comes in contact with moist skin and the skin is then exposed to sunlight, severe burns, 
blistering, painful sores, and purplish or blackened scars can ensue. Yikes! Do not attempt to 
remove Giant Hogweed. If you see this plant, take photos and note the location and number of 
plants. Contact the New York State DEC at ghogweed@gw.dec.state.ny.us or call the Giant 
Hogweed hotline at 1-845-256-3111. Click here to learn more. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HORTICULTURAL CALENDAR - JULY 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Summer has finally arrived.  

 Keep an eye on the weather and amount of rain received. You can buy a simple rain gauge 
to measure natural rain or use a website such as http://newa.cornell.edu/ Always strive to 
water deeply to strengthen the roots and keep water off of leaves. Frequent shallow 
watering just encourages shallow roots which are less resilient. Irrigation systems are a 
really good way to water ... it keeps leaves dry which help suppress diseases. A nice layer 
of mulch also keeps the soil moist and helps suppress weeds.   

mailto:ghogweed@gw.dec.state.ny.us
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/39809.html
http://newa.cornell.edu/
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o Vegetables need an inch of water a week. Late in the summer when plants are large 
and we have high temps they might like a bit more up to 1.5 inches. Deeply 2-3 times 
a week is better than shallowly every day.  

o Ornamental gardens need to be monitored too but are usually quite resilient.  
o Newly established trees and shrubs need to be watered deeply at least once every 

week in the summer during dry spells; with rainfall, once every two weeks should be fine. 
Applying a two- to three-inch layer of mulch around them will help keep their roots moist 
and reduce evaporation from the ground. Keep the mulch away from the bark. In their 
second year, these plants should receive supplementary irrigation once every three 
weeks in summer. Key to this watering is deep and infrequent. 

o Don’t water your lawn during hot weather. Watering – particularly frequent light 
watering – encourages lawn diseases and weeds.  

 Harvest any garlic that is still not harvested. Avoid wet soils. It may start to rot.  

 Divide or transplant Oriental poppies and German iris. 

 Pinch petunias and other leggy annuals for bushier growth. Pinch garden mums before mid-
July. Trim some large autumn blooming perennials (such as ironweed) to reduce leggyness.   

 You can still plant some crops from seed such as beans, snap beans, romaine lettuce, 
radishes, corn and summer squash.  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Thursday, July 5, 2-3pm, East Fishkill Library, 348 Route 376 Hopewell Junction, NY 12533, 
“Garden Visitors” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. 
Learn about some important garden visitors- how they help us and how to attract them. You'll 
make a Toad House to bring home and place in your garden to attract these insect loving 
amphibians! Ages 5 -11, registration required. Contact Ms. Cathy Nuding, Youth Services 
Librarian, (845) 221-9943, Nuding@EFLibrary.org. For more information, visit www.eflibrary.org. 

 
Thursday July 12, 6:30pm, Beekman Library, 11 Town Center Blvd., Poughquag, “Four 
Seasons of Shade”, by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more 
information go to www.beekmanlibarary.org  contact beeklib@beekmanlibrary.org or call 845-
724-3414. 
 
Saturday July 14, 10AM to 4PM - rain or shine, "A Celebration of Private Gardens”, hosted 
by the Amenia Garden club. A day of events with garden tours in Millbrook, Amenia and Sharon 
CT, presentations offered by the garden hosts and plenty of learning opportunities with garden 
designers and creators.  Local garden businesses will offer Amenia Garden Tour visitors 
exclusive specials for the day. Ticketholders will be invited to visit the unique ‘Giving Garden’ at 
the beautiful St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Amenia Union, and the newly restored historic 
landscape at the Inn at Troutbeck. Tickets $25 the day of the tour only at the Amenia Torwn 
Hall. Save 10% if purchased in advance online. Go to http://www.ameniagardens.org/  

Saturday, July 14, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“The Dutchess and the Deadly Garden” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Donna 
Croshier. For more information, visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Thursday July 19, 6:00 pm, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“Bird and Butterfly Gardens” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Michelle Keeley. For 
more information visit http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 

mailto:Nuding@EFLibrary.org
http://www.eflibrary.org/
http://www.beekmanlibarary.org/
mailto:beeklib@beekmanlibrary.org
http://www.ameniagardens.org/
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
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266-5530  
 
Friday July 20, 6:00 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Starting Perennials”  
by MG volunteer Michelle Keeley. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Tuesday July 24, 11:30 am, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“Beneficial Garden Visitors” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce 
Tomaselli., For more information visit http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email 
ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 266-5530  
 
Thursday, July 26, 2-3pm, East Fishkill Library, 348 Route 376 Hopewell Junction, NY 
12533, “Grassy Critters”  by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Kathy Smith. Learn all about 
planting seeds, including some VERY different ways to do so! You'll make your own Grassy 
Critter to bring home so you can keep the growing going! Ages 5 -11, registration required. 
Contact Ms. Cathy Nuding, Youth Services Librarian, (845) 221-9943, Nuding@EFLibrary.org. 
For more information, visit www.eflibrary.org. 
 
Saturday, July 28, 11:30 am, Clinton Community Library, 1215 Centre Road, Rhinebeck, NY, 
“Ticks Talk” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli., For 
more information visit http://clinton.lib.ny.us/ or email ClintonProgramming@gmail.com or call 
266-5530  
 
Saturday, August 4, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Grasses” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information, 
visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 

 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details. 

 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 Where’s the Buzz? Protecting our Pollinators. 

 USDA Bee Flies Fact Sheet  

 USDA Drone Flies Fact Sheet  

 USDA Flower Flies Fact Sheet  

 NYSIPM Ants! Should you spray? 

 NYSIPM Tick Trickery 

 NYSIPM Tick and Mosquito Repellent Safety 

 
 

http://www.laglib.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
mailto:Nuding@EFLibrary.org
http://www.eflibrary.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
mailto:ClintonProgramming@gmail.com
http://www.stanfordlibrary.org/
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/wheres-buzz-spring-2018/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=cce-news
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/bee_flies.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/drone_flies.shtml
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/flower_flies.shtml
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/06/28/what-can-i-spray-for/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/06/19/tick-trickery/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2018/06/08/tick-and-mosquito-repellent-safety-for-you-and-yours/
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                                 
This small tree which bloomed last month at 
our office is a White Fringe Tree, 
Chionanthus virginicus. Also called 
Snowflower tree, it a native.   

This butterfly landed on our compost display 
early in June. It looks like a Monarch. Are you 
sure? Is it a male or a female?    

 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Questions can also be submitted to our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=chvi3
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

