What activities at this house
are contributing to water pollution?
- Leaves & Grass Clippings in the Catch
Basin, which drains to the lake.
- Fertilizer runoff will instead go into
the catch basin, then the lake.
- The hose is washing motor oil and pet
waste to the catch basin.

OH NO!
IS POLLUTION IN YOUR WATER?
Here in Rockland County we get our drinking water from underground wells, streams,
lakes such as Lake DeForest.
All the pollution on the ground are flushed to nearby streams and lakes when it rains. It
also seeps into groundwater. We swim, fish, and drink from these waters!
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Litter Bugs live here! Where
is the pollution going?
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Oh no! This house has also been washing
grease in the sink which clogged the
pipe. What happened on the way to the
wastewater treatment plant?
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This house gets its drinking water
from a water well!
Now the pollution from the trash
has gotten to the water well.
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The lake used to be healthy, but now algae is covering the
surface, blocking sunlight to the critters below. Why did
this happen? Look on the back to find out!

OUT

People are boating, fishing and swimming
in this lake. What are the health hazards?

Pollutants are entering the water
treatment plant and it can’t remove
them all!

= Pollution
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WHAT IS IN OUR WATERS?
Excess Nutrients
flush to waterways from
lawn fertilizer, yard
clippings, soaps,
sediment, etc and lead
to
Nutrient
Eutrophication
(“richness”) in our
waterways.

Aren’t Nutrients
Good for Water Bodies?
YES!
How Do They
Cause Harm?

The way to stop
this chain reaction
is to cut out the
excess Nutrients.
Some algae
produce toxins
which can lead to
Hazardous Algae
Blooms.

Protect what we Drink!

Nutrients promote
growth in the water. In
excess they lead to
algae blooms and
aquatic weed growth
that sink to the bottom
when they die and are
eaten by bacteria.

The bacteria use
up the water’s
oxygen as they
decompose all the
algae and aquatic
weeds. Fish &
other life are
deprived of lifesustaining oxygen.

Get Involved with Water Quality!
Get YOUTH, COLLEGE STUDENTS or the WHOLE FAMILY involved with ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
Rockland County:
https://rocklandgov.com/departments/environmental‐resources/volunteer‐opportunities/
Rockland County Conservation Service Corps:
http://rocklandgov.com/departments/youth‐bureau/rockland‐conservation‐and‐service‐corps/
Clean‐ups and educational workshops:
Keep Rockland Beautiful: http://keeprocklandbeautiful.org/
Sparkill Creek Watershed Alliance and Strawtown Studio:
http://www.sparkillcreek.org/
https://strawtownstudio.org/
See your community websites for further events, cleanups, etc.!!!
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