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On behalf of the NY State Dairy of Distinction Program we would 
like to congratulate Smith Homestead Farm on being selected as a 

2018 Dairy of Distinction farm in Oneida County.   
Located on Mallory Rd., Smith Homestead is one of only two  

remaining dairy operations located in the town of New Hartford. 
Story on page 9   
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Upcoming Events 

      BQA Training 
Attention All Beef Producers:  CCE Oneida County w ill be 
offering an opportunity to become BQA certified.  
Friday August 17th, 2018.  5:00pm -9:00pm 
Details: Classroom portion begins at 5:00pm. Meet at Wendy’s Diner: 
1717 State Route 8 Cassville at 4:45pm. Chute Side training to follow 
at Bob Curtin’s beef operation located at 1101 State Route 8 Cassville. 
Participants MUST attend both the classroom and chute side training 
in order to become certified. Cost for the BQA training: $15 per 
person, $25 per farm. Participants may order off the menu, at their 
expense. Reservations required by Monday August 13th. Please call 
Marylynn at 315-736-3394 ext. 132. 
 
 Becoming BQA certified is also a requirement for becoming NY 
State Grown and Certified and gives you an opportunity to apply for 
grant funding of up to $50,000. Applicants are required to contribute 
10 percent of the total project cost in the form of cash equity.  Please 
call CCE Oneida County at 315-736-3394 ext.124 to request an 
application. Or for additional information, http://cceoneida.com/
agriculture/buy-local/new-york-state-grown-certified 

Soil Compaction Field Day 
August 15, 2018, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

2221 Greens crossing Rd, Sauquoit, NY  13456 
Discussion on sources of compaction and methods of  

reducing or eliminating compaction. 
Amy Langner NRCS will show maps of compaction developed from 
ground penetrating radar from local fields using different growing 
practices. Local growers will explain use of different technologies  

like no-till & strip till 
 RSVP by Aug 10th 315-736-3394 ext 120 

Profitable Meat Marketing  
Friday September 14th at CCE Oneida County 6pm – 8pm 

Livestock producers interested in determining the optimal marketing 
route and pricing scales will benefit from attending this presentation. 

Livestock marketing specialist, Matt LeRoux will demonstrate and 
discuss the benefits of using the Cornell Meat Price and Yield 

Calculator. For successful use, farmers need to prepare in advance by 
gathering their current meat prices, invoice from their processor, and 
the weights of cuts from one average animal in their herd. With this 
information on hand, the Calculator takes about ten minutes to use. 
No cost to attend, reservations required by Monday September 10th.  
Please contact Marylynn at 315-736-3394x132 if you are interested. 

Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 
NYS DEC 793-2554, Oneida County Soil & Water 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

http://cceoneida.com/agriculture/buy-local/new-york-state-grown-certified


                       Farm Transfer Planning 
Are you interested in information about planning for the transfer of 
your farm? Would you like to save money when you meet with an 
attorney regarding the transfer of your farm?  If so we have a 
workshop to help you prepare and take the first steps toward reaching 
your goal.  
It begins with what you already know, what you want and assessing 
your current situation. Then writing down your thoughts and questions 
to take stock of what you know and how to prepare to communicate 
with others involved.  
Join our confidential once a week 2 hour educational program for four-
sessions at CCE Oneida County, 121 Second Street, Oriskany, NY  
The sessions will begin on Thursday, October 25 and continue on  
Nov 1, Nov 28 & Dec 6.  7 pm – 9 pm. Registration is limited and on a 
first come basis. The link to the registration is  
https://tinyurl.com/ybfogqbc  
The cost is $75 per family (up to 3 members), it includes an organized 
workbook, resource materials, and light refreshments. 
A sample of what this workshop will cover is: 

-Envision Your Future 
-Calculating Successor's Management & Labor Contributions 
-Vision, Goals & Action Steps for Succession Planning 
-Checklist for choosing Professionals  

I hope you will join us to engage with other producers considering the 
same goal and to learn from each other. If you have additional 
concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Bonnie 
Collins at bsc33@cornell.edu or 315/736-3394 ext.104. 

Increasing Farm Milk Prices & Net Farm Income:  
The Impact of Farm Milk Production decisions 
August 13th 2018:  8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Empire State Plaza Convention Center, Albany, NY 
For more information & to register go to the following link: 
https://www.agrimark.coop/open-dairy-meeting/index.php 

Livestock Necropsy Demonstration:  
Friday October 19th, 2018: 1:00pm. Location TBD 

Farmers with livestock will at some point deal with dead stock.  
What if we could learn more from the loss of our livestock?  

The animal necropsy is a very underutilized tool that has potential to 
explain the why’s and assist farmers in preventing future animal 
death losses. Stay tuned to upcoming Farm Flash issues and our  

website for location details. No cost to attend. Reservations required 
by Monday October 15th, please call 315-736-3394 ext. 132.  

Food Service Culinary Training 
2 day trainings are 8am to 1pm 

Aug 7 & 8 OR Aug 9 & 10 @ SUNY Cobleskill 
Aug 21 & 22 OR Aug 23 & 24 @ OHM BOCES  
ONLY Open to ALL Food Service Workers  

For more information and to RSVP  
315-736-3394 ext 115 or amd443@cornell.edu  

https://tinyurl.com/ybfogqbc
mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
https://www.agrimark.coop/open-dairy-meeting/index.php


ATTENTION DAIRY FARMERS:    
“Sawdust Available For Bedding”  

4 to 6 trailer loads per week.  Kiln Dried  
(Very low moisture content. All hardwoods Red & White Oak, Hickory) 

For information and pricing contact  
Delta Hardwood Flooring in Boonville, NY  

Email: steve@deltahardwoodflooring.com OR call 315-358-4110 

Shop Meeting Return to Oneida County! 
Wednesday November 14th, 2018:  

Location TBD. Topic will focus on feed bunk safety and monitoring. 
Please stay tuned to upcoming Farm Flash issues and our website. 

Oneida County Climate Smart Farming Twilight Talk  
At Jakes Gouda Cheese  2142 Brothertown Road, Deansboro, NY  

6:30 pm on September 6th, 2018 (rain or shine).   
Extreme precipitation, heat stress, and invasions from non-native pests 
are all potential consequences of a changing climate.  Oneida County is 
not an exception and these effects are already being felt by many 
farmers.  Climate smart adaptations have the potential to improve a 
farmer’s bottom line and increase productivity.  These adaptations vary 
widely and many farms have already begun to adopt practices like cover 
cropping, no-till planting, improved barn ventilation and installations of 
renewable energy technologies. 
Join Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County for a twilight talk 
on September 6th, 2018 to learn about adaptation and best practices for 
dealing with climate-related issues.  We will cover topics like improving 
soil health, managing crops and livestock, and making infrastructure 
changes.  Allison Chatrchyan and Mary Wrege will discuss the top ten 
climate smart farming practices and provide guidance on building on-
farm resiliency through the use of digital tools and changes in practice. 
The meeting is open to farmers or community members who are 
interested in learning about climate smart farming.  We will meet at the 
cheese factory and learn about some of the new climate smart tools that 
are available.  Jacob Stoltzfus will be on hand to answer questions about 
the cheese factory and strategies that they have used on their farm, 
including the installation of a solar thermal system for their hot water 
needs at the factory and at their farm.  The meeting will conclude with 
an opportunity to mingle and ask more questions.   
Light refreshments will be served.  RSVP by September 4 to Mary Wrege 
(315) 736-3394 Ext 131 or email: mpw57@cornell.edu. 

NY Crop Insurance Upcoming Sales Closing Dates: 
July 31, 2018: Forage Seeding (fall) 
Sept. 30, 2018:Barley (winter); Forage Production and; Wheat 
(winter). There are specific Risk Management Agency published fact-
sheets that cover the provisions across a number of states. These can 
be found on the https://ag-analytics.org/cropinsurance website.  
September 2018 Farm Flash will discuss additional details and  
considerations for winter wheat and barley. 

mailto:steve@deltahardwoodflooring.com


Crop Insurance: Claim Guidelines 
By Lucas Clifton, Program Specialist, University of Delaware Targeted States RME 

How do I initiate a claim?  
Call your crop insurance agent and follow up in writing (keep a copy for 
your records). Your crop insurance company will arrange for a loss 
adjuster to inspect your crop. It is your responsibility to call your crop 
insurance agent and initiate this process.  
How do I know when to file a claim?  
Any time you have crop damage that will adversely affect your yield, or 
the value of your crop, you may be eligible to file a claim. The loss 
adjuster will determine whether your yield falls below the yield 
guarantee stated in your crop insurance policy. This applies to revenue 
guarantee policies as well as to traditional yield protection policies.  
Most policies state that you (the insured) should notify your agent 
within 72 hours of discovery of crop damage. As a practical matter, you 
should always contact your agent immediately when you discover crop 
damage.  
In some cases, you may discover a loss while you are harvesting (a row 
crop for instance). Stop harvesting and contact your agent right away.  
In the event of losses, you must file notice immediately after each unit 
is harvested (within 15 days) and before the end of the insurance 
period. For sweet corn and corn cut for silage, you must file notice at 
least 15 days before harvest begins.  
How soon should I expect an adjuster?  
In practice, there are different levels of urgency for crop inspectors. If 
you are still within the window of opportunity to replant your crop, or 
switch to another crop, contact your crop insurance agent immediately.  
The insurance company should make every effort to get an adjuster out 
right away. If, later in the growing season, your crop is wiped out by a 
hurricane, for example, or if a severe drought has damaged your crop, 
you still need to contact your agent — but the urgency for an inspection 
depends on your intentions. If you want to destroy the crop (perhaps to 
plant a cover crop), then an adjuster needs to come out first — before 
you do anything. If, on the other hand, you intend to continue to care 
for the crop and harvest what you can, there is less urgency for the 
adjuster to make the inspection immediately. Even so, an assessment 
of damage should be done as soon as practical.  
While you wait for the adjuster, remember these rules: Do not destroy 
any of your crop. Do not disk. Do not plow. Do not replant. Do nothing 
to destroy your crop until you have permission from a claims adjuster 
or an insurance company representative.  
Remember: Don’t destroy the evidence.  
What should I expect from the adjuster?  
The adjuster should contact you to schedule an inspection. He or she 
will expect and welcome your presence and help during the inspection. 
The adjuster will be interested in what you have to say.  
You can expect the adjuster to be familiar with your policy and to 
explain your options.  
You should have your Farm Service Agency (FSA) documents ready to 
show the number of acres and locations of your insured crops. The 
adjuster should have copies of your crop insurance policy documents 
and your Actual Production History (APH).  
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How is my crop yield calculated?  
For some crops, counting plants within a sample area at various 
locations in the field is a part of the process. For other crops, 
determining the weight of ears of corn per bucket or numbers of 
soybeans in a beaker is part of the process. Adjusters may take pictures 
of your fields. They may check with your neighbors on the condition of 
their crops and they may check with the local elevator operator for 
average yields in the area. They may even consult local weather data.  
Calculating crop yield is not guesswork. It is a disciplined process. Your 
adjuster has extensive classroom and field training and is constantly 
studying to maintain his or her certification.  
Your responsibilities  
Report crop damage promptly: 

 Before replanting (many policies have replanting payments), 

 Within 72 hours of discovery of damage, 

 15 days before harvest begins (if loss is possible), 

 Within 15 days after harvesting is completed (by insurance unit) or 
the end of the insurance period. 

Caution: Do not destroy evidence that is needed to support your 
claim without clear direction from the insurance company, 
preferably in writing.  
For more information:  
Contact a crop insurance agent. To find an agent, visit the RMA online 
locator at: http://www3.rma.usda.gov/apps/agents/. For more 
information on crop insurance options in New York, visit www.ag-
analytics.org/cropinsurance.  
Cornell University delivers crop insurance education in New York State in 
partnership with the USDA, Risk Management Agency. This material is 
funded in partnership by USDA, Risk Management Agency, under award 
number RM17RMETS524020. 

http://www3.rma.usda.gov/apps/agents/
http://www.ag-analytics.org/cropinsurance
http://www.ag-analytics.org/cropinsurance


Immigration and Ag Labor:  
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older, 

The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you get screenings for, 
breast cervical or colon cancer.  Call 315-798-5248 for more information. 

Farm Flash can be viewed in color on our website: 
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

If you would like to be taken off our mailing list and just view online,  
please call 315-736-3394 x124  

 Agricultural work is one of the most dangerous jobs in the 
United States. For their demanding physical labor, farm workers earn 
an annual average of $10,000 to $12,499 individually and $15,000 to 
$17,499 per family. The majority (78%) are foreign-born and crossed a 
border to get here. It is estimated that at least six out of ten are 
undocumented.  
 The Ag industry, like many others, is only sustainable with 
dependable labor. What risk is associated with hiring undocumented 
workers and what level you are willing to bear? 
 The Immigration Reform and Control Act requires all employers 
to complete a Form I-9 for all employees hired after Nov. 6, 1986. 
 An employer must take reasonable care to know the employees’ 
status to circumvent a violation of the law when filling out an I-9. For 
example, if an employer receives a notice from the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) that a reported social security number and an 
employee’s name do not match and continue to employ the individual, 
this would be in support of a violation.  
 You may be subject to civil and criminal penalties for hiring 
undocumented workers with a first offense of $375 per unauthorized 
worker up to a maximum of $1,600 per worker for a third or 
subsequent offense. If the pattern continues, the fine is up to $3,000 
per worker and/or imprisonment for six months.  
 According to an August 2015 study prepared under contract for 
the National Milk Producers Federation by Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research, the elimination of immigrant labor would reduce the U.S. 
dairy herd by 2.1 million cows and increase the retail price of milk by 
90%. The report states that as immigration reform continues to be 
debated, U.S. agricultural labor should be at the forefront of the 
national discourse.  
References: 
Society for human Resource Management, Maurer, Roy March 16th, 2016, “The Risk of 
Hiring Undocumented Workers” https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/hr-topics/talent
-acquisition/pages/the-risks-of-hiring-undocumented-workers.aspx 
Sullivan, Bartholomew D.,   USA Today, April 4, 2017, “Study: Undocumented farm 
workers put food system at risk”, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/
politics/2017/04/04/study-undocumented-farm-workers-put-food-system-
risk/100036382/  
Dyson, Deborah, NOLO, “Legal Pitfalls of Hiring Undocumented Immigrant”, https://
www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/legal-pitfalls-hiring-undocumented-immigrants.html 
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 Farm owners William and Joan Smith have owned and operated 
their 290 acre farm consisting of corn, hay and rye, since 1986 and have 
the good fortune of having strong family interest in keeping the farming 
tradition going.  Granddaughter, Casey Holbert, is currently the farms’ 
only full time employee and plays a significant role in the daily milking 
and management of the 60 head of mature cows and 50 head of young 
stock. The herd is housed in a tie stall barn that features a unique track 
system for easy maneuverability of milking machines down the length of 
the barn.  Relief help for daily operations, cropping and machinery issues 
is provided by William and Joan’s daughter, Kris Holbert, and son-in-law 
Roger, along with son William Smith, Jr.  
 Smith Homestead Farm has a rich farm history dating back to 
1792 when Simeon Smith established the farm.  Since then the farm 
continues to be owned and operated by his descendants; currently by 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th generations.  The eighth generation is already in the 
wings, helping as any 3 year old and 1 year old “farmer in training” can.  
Each generation has tried to improve upon what they inherited including 
land and buildings, crops and animals and participating in local to 
national organizations in order to continue to improve the farming life 
style as well as their community.  Congratulations Smith Homestead 
Farm.  Your perseverance and dedication to the dairy industry shines 
thru in your family’s collective efforts to maintain an attractive 
farmstead.  Thank you to Joan Smith for providing the extended history 
that follows.   
 Simeon’s father fought in the French and Indian Wars and the 
Revolutionary War. His brother, Ransom married MaryAnn Jackson – the 
first white girl born in Oneida County, took over the farm in 1833.  His 
grandson, Abiram, participated in the “California Gold Rush” returning 
home after 2 years “a little better off than when he went.” He was a 
carpenter, who worked with John Land of Utica to build the Hollister 
House on Genesee Street. He was a Town of New Hartford Supervisor, 
Justice of the Peace and Assessor. He ran the farm until 1902 when 
again the youngest son, Harlow Munson Smith took over the farm. 
Harlow was interested in groups that helped to promote the farm and its 
produce, such as the Dairymen’s League and the Oneida County 
Extension Service. He made many changes in the farm, including 
installing electricity so hand milking was no longer necessary and cooling 
the milk was easier. Work horses were being replaced by tractors and 
the telephone, radio and television made communications between 
farms and other businesses easier. 
 In 1957, Harlow’s son George and his wife Bernice took over the 
farm. As well as farming, George was also known as “the man with the 
golden hands”.  He could fix almost anything. He was a community 
oriented man with membership in many local organizations including the 
Sauquoit Chamber of Commerce and being a Willowvale volunteer 
fireman. Their son William showed a great interest in the farm and 
joined Dairymen’s League at the age of 14.  Ten years later, he had 
graduated from Cornell and joined his parents in operating the farm. 
Smith Homestead Farm, once known as Elm View has seen a lot of 
history and plans on seeing a lot more.   

Dairy of Distinction Status Awarded to New Hartford Farm Family 
By Marylynn Collins 
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Heat Stress in Calves: Seasonal Reminders 
By Marylynn Collins 

We often get requests for suppliers of hay bales  
(squares and rounds) and barley straw.  

If you or someone you know is a supplier of any or all of the above, 
please let us know, 315-736-3394 x124 OR LW343@cornell.edu 

if you would also like your information to be available in  
Schoharie and Otsego Counties please contact David at  

518.234.4303 x119 or email dgc23@cornell.edu  

One of the meteorologists from our local news station has professed 
that June in NY was the third warmest June on record. July’s 
temperatures were reported to be above average for the Northeast. As 
August unfolds, how will you continue to mitigate heat stress for your 
young stock? Take a minute to review these tips for calves housed in 
calf hutches. Calf hutches have advantages for raising pre-weaned 
calves but lack the climate control features of larger barns. These tips 
first appeared in Dairy Herd Management on-line version and serve as 
a great reminder. 
 
1.) Provide shade. Installing 80% shade cloth 3' to 4' above hutches 
has been shown to reduce air temperature inside hutches by 3°F to 4°
F. Even situating hutches among shade trees can help. 
2.) Allow calves to move around. Calves confined to hutches might 
be at greater risk of heat stress than those that are able to choose 
where they rest. Outdoor pens or tethers allow calves more freedom to 
select a comfortable spot. 
3.) Face hutches east. In the summer, opening hutches to the east 
should maximize air movement and minimize solar heating. A spacing 
of 4' between hutches and 10' between rows is advised to allow air to 
circulate freely. 
4.) Elevate hutches. Several research studies have proven 
advantages to elevating hutches in hot weather. One way to do this is 
to prop up the back of the hutch with concrete blocks. Advantages to 
elevating hutches include increased airflow, lower temperature inside 
the hutch, reduced calf respiratory rates and lower airborne bacteria 
levels inside the hutch. 
5.) Provide free-choice water. Delivering water to calves in hutches 
usually is a manual process, but an important one. Water aids in 
digestion and replaces body hydration that calves lose through 
sweating. If calves are scouring and no water is available, they are 
extremely vulnerable to heat stress. 
6.) Offer fresh starter grain. Warm, moist conditions in summer 
cause starter grain to spoil faster. Calves are also prone to eating less 
grain during periods of heat stress. Offer grain in smaller quantities, 
replace it daily and place a divider between the grain bucket and water 
bucket to keep the starter fresh longer. 
Source Cited: Maureen Hanson, Dairy Herd Management 

mailto:dgc23@cornell.edu


Waste Management for 
Agricultural Organic Waste, Used Oil and Hazardous Waste 

Submitted by Mary Wrege 

Oneida County farms, orchards and other agricultural facilities are 
businesses that produce significant amounts of organic waste (manure), 
waste motor oil, and hazardous wastes like herbicides and pesticides. 
New York State’s Department of Environmental Conservation’s website 
gives an overview of agricultural waste management (see citation 
below).  Specifically, these regulations govern the proper management 
of waste to protect both human health and the environment. 
Composting Organic Waste 
Many kinds of organic waste are either generated by or available to your 
farm for use in creating compost to enrich soil and provide vital 
nutrients to crops. In addition to benefiting your farm, composting 
diverts organic waste from sewage treatment plants, incinerators and 
landfills. DEC's Composting of Organic Waste page provides information 
on the composting of manure, food waste, yard waste, sewage sludge 
and other solid wastes that may be subject to regulation. 
Managing Used Oil 
Old motor oil can be refined, reconditioned or reprocessed to become 
usable again.  
Farms that generate an average of more than twenty-five gallons of 
used oil per month must comply with 6 CRR-NY 374-2.3 - Standards for 
Used Oil Generators  DEC classifies farms that generate twenty-five 
gallons or less of used oil per month as household, do-it-yourself (DIY) 
oil changers, and such farms are not regulated by the Standards for 
Used Oil Generators.  No matter how much waste oil a farm generates, 
it is against the law to dump it: On the ground; On the road; 
Down a drain; in a stream, or in the trash.  Oil, whether dumped 
accidentally or deliberately, can kill plants and animals and pollute soil 
and water. It is important to prevent even small spills. Just one quart of 
oil from one oil change can ruin the taste of a million quarts of drinking 
water! 
Store Used Oil Separately When storing used oil, keep it separate 
and don't mix it with anything else. Take it to a service or retail 
establishment for recycling. Small amounts of used oil can be stored in 
clean plastic containers with a tight, screw-top cover. For larger 
amounts, DEC recommends storing used oil in drums or aboveground 
tanks that are in good condition, free of leaks, and clearly labeled "Used 
Oil." DEC also recommends hiring a permitted waste-oil hauler for 
removing and recycling larger amounts of used oil. 
Dispose of Small Quantities of Used Oil Properly 
Bring used oil from vehicles, snowblowers, farm equipment, 
lawnmowers, snowmobiles and motorcycles for recycling. Used oil can 
be reprocessed into lubricating or heating oil. Environmental 
Conservation Law requires service stations that annually sell 500 gallons 
of oil, and retailers that annually sell 1,000 gallons of oil, to accept up to 
five gallons of used oil per person per day at no charge. The only reason 
service stations and retailers may temporarily refuse to accept used oil 
for recycling is if their used-oil storage tanks or drums are full. 
 `Retailers that are unable to collect and store used oil may 
contract with another establishment to provide these services. Such 
retailers must post a sign indicating where the contracted service's 
establishment is located. 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8798.html 
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I4ead8740cd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I4ead8740cd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1


Note: If a service station or retailer won't take your used oil-even when 
their tanks or drums are not full-or if they won't tell you where 
their contracted service provider's establishment is located, notify 
the DEC regional office nearest you. Used oil and petroleum 
products stored in underground or aboveground tanks may be 
subject to petroleum bulk storage regulations. See 
DEC's Chemical and Petroleum Storage page for more 
information. 

Used Oil Permit Requirements 

Under Part 360 of Environmental Conservation Law, farms that generate 
used oil do not need to obtain a Solid Waste Management Facility Permit 
unless they are engaged in another activity with used oil, such as 
processing, refining, or acting as a transfer facility. 

A farm that accepts used oil from other regulated sources of used oil for 
any purpose (to supply fuel for a space heater, for example) must obtain 
a permit as a used-oil collection center when researching/accessing the 
following subparts of Environmental Conservation Law: 
Subpart 360-1: General Provisions  Subpart 360-14:Used Oil 
More information about used oil is available on DEC's Used Oil page. 
 
Managing Hazardous Waste 
Review the answers to the following questions to help you determine 
which wastes generated on your farm are hazardous. 
Which farm wastes are likely to be hazardous? 
Pesticides 
Some pesticides are listed as hazardous wastes. In other cases, even 
though the pesticide's active ingredient may not be listed as a hazardous 
waste, it may contain a toxic or flammable solvent which makes it a 
hazardous waste. 
Other Hazardous Wastes:  Other potentially hazardous wastes 
commonly found on a farm include: 
 Some fertilizers; 
 Contaminated rinse water; 
 Contaminated soil from spills; 
 Oil paints; 
 Old gasoline; 
 Paint thinners; 
 Kerosene, and 
 Machinery parts-cleaning solvents. 
If I am uncertain, how can I determine whether a particular 
waste is hazardous?   
If you are uncertain whether a particular waste is hazardous, take the 
following steps to find out: 
Check NY Codes, Rules and Regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 371: 
Identification and Listing of Hazardous Wastes to see if the waste in 
question is listed as hazardous. 
If the waste is not listed, either: 
Have it tested using the methods described in NY Codes, Rules and 
Regulations 6 NYCRR Part 371 and Part 372; or 
Apply your knowledge of the waste to determine if it exhibits a 
hazardous characteristic . 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/about/50230.html 
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/287.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8786.html
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I4eacc3f5cd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
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Note: If you still can't determine whether your waste is hazardous, 
call DEC at 518-402-9553 for assistance. 
If my farm generates hazardous waste, am I subject to any 
regulations? 
Yes. All hazardous waste generators are responsible for properly man-
aging and disposing of their waste. Specific definitions of the category 
your farm or agricultural enterprise falls in can be found at DEC's Gen-
erator status page.  Depending on the type and volume of waste your 
farm generates and stores, it will fall into one of the three following 
categories: 

 Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG); 

 Small Quantity Generator (SQG); and 

 Large Quantity Generator (LQG). 

Reference:   
NYS DEC Waste Management for Agriculture Organic Waste, Used Oil and Hazardous 

Waste 
American Petroleum Institute; Recycle used motor oil and oil filters 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60838.html%20
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60838.html%20
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/84728.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/84728.html
https://search.earth911.com/american-petroleum-institute.php


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Summer Seedings: The first week in August is a good time to plant 
summer hay seedings. The temperatures usually start to moderate and we get 
some seasonal rainfall. There is also adequate time for these new plants to grow 
and develop root reserves which will carry them through the winter. If you are 
planting an alfalfa grass mix consider replacing timothy with meadow fescue. 
Local growers who have planted meadow fescue have positive comments about 
the improved quality. 
Cover crops following wheat harvest: You have a number of choices for 
cover crops when planting in August. If your goal is to provide nitrogen for next 
seasons’ crop then use red or crimson clover. If you want to grow a bunch of 
biomass to increase organic matter consider sorghum. If you want to plant a 
cover for erosion prevention but don’t want to deal with terminating the cover 
crop in the spring, then plant oats. Growers who have more experience with 
cover crops are trying mixes that include perennials and annuals, broad leaf and 
grasses, legumes and non-legumes, deep rooted plants and shallow rooted 
plants with the intent of providing plants that have a variety of impacts on the 
soil. Ultimately you have to decide what you want from the cover crops you 
select and the cost/benefit that you will accrue. There is a great cover crop 
decision tool at this link  http://covercrop.org/mobiledecisiontool  that asks you 
to choose your goal, time of planting and duration that the cover will be in the 
field and spits out some different choices. If you want to learn the attributes of 
different cover crops, seeding rates etc., follow this link  http://covercrop.org/#. 
Cornell Field crops website: The Cornell field crop website is a great 
source of information for any growers who grow field crops in NY. It has 
information about crop fertilization, weed control, common insects and diseases 
in our area and much more. Take a look:  https://fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/ 
Planning for a potential forage deficit: Many growers have just finished 
with their second harvest of hay. Most have commented that second was very 
light. The current forecast doesn’t include much rain, so we may have low yields 
in the third cut as well. We observed similar issues in 2012. A few local dairy 
producers anticipated that inventories of hay crop weren’t going to be adequate. 
They planted winter rye or winter triticale soon after harvesting corn silage. The 
lessons learned: plant as soon as you can. Those fields that were planted in 
September yielded much better than those planted in early October.  Triticale 
yield was better than rye but is harvested a week to 10 days later. Most growers 
applied manure and disked it in prior to planting. They didn’t see much if any 
response to the manure application. Growers that applied 60lbs of N/acre in the 
spring received higher yields and protein content than those who didn’t apply N 
fertilizer in the spring. 
CCE Oneida County weekly crop report: Below you w ill find our weekly 
crop report for July 12th, 2018. We scout fields in Oneida County and provide a  
crop report each week with current information on  local pest problems, crop 
condition and stage of development along with other timely information by email. 
If you want the information below simply call me at 315-736-3394 x 120 or 
email jjm14@cornell.edu provide your email address and you will start receiving 
the report. 
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Oneida County Scouting Report  July 12th, 2018 
Weather: For the week  ending on July 8th Running total of GDD,s base 
50 starting May 1st as of the 7th of July for corn =  1083 
Rainfall  total for the month of April was 2.66” , May was 2.36” , June—3.36” 
with 0.98” in the week ending on  July 8th. 
Cropping activities: Growers were in fields taking second cut  of hay , 
side dressing N in corn fields and applying herbicides in  soybean fields.                 

http://covercrop.org/mobiledecisiontool
http://covercrop.org/
https://fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/
mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu
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Crop Conditions: 
Hay 
Finding aphids at or near 1/2 cup/30 sweeps when 
sweeping for PLH.  Potato leaf hopper numbers are 
down after harvest  ranging from 0-5 PLH/30 sweeps. Alfalfa 
fields that were cut 7-10 days ago have good regrowth. 
Grass fields are recovering at a slower rate. As always it is 
more important that you scout new seedings because they 
have limited root reserves and are more vulnerable to PLH 
injury. Below is a picture of alfalfa flowering. Growers may 
be delaying harvest to increase yield. Better off harvesting 
what is out there and letting it regrow.  Growth in fields like 
this have stalled and quality is declining. 

Finding low numbers of  potato leaf hopper  0-5 PLH/30 .  
Regrowth in alfalfa fields that were cut 10 days ago are now at 10-
13” height. Fields that were not cut are at 10% bloom now 24” tall. 
Finding about 1/2 cup of aphids /30 sweeps. We don’t usually think 
of aphids as a problem . Will continue to  scout and determine if 
populations increase to above threshold rates. 
Remember to sweep fields after harvest!! 
Newly planted alfalfa fields are most vulnerable. 
PLH can reduce yield by as much as 1/2 ton per acre and also 
reduce the protein content of your hay. It is one of the most 
significant pests of alfalfa in our area. Remember that if you see 
leaf hopper burn you have already lost yield and quality. The only 
way to  prevent loss is to scout fields regularly and that means sweeping your 
alfalfa fields.   You start by purchasing or making a sweep net  that is 15” in 
diameter. Walk 50’ or more into one of your alfalfa fields, swing the net in a 
pendulum motion in front of you keeping the net in the top 3-5” of  the stand 
counting out 10 sweeps as you move forward into the stand (that is one set of 
sweeps).  You can picture that you just took a sample of the insects that are in 
the top 5 “ of your alfalfa’s canopy about 6’ wide by 15’ long. When you get to 
the end of your last sweep  give the net a quick snap down and up shaking all the 
insects to the bottom of the net. Then grab the net about mid way trapping all of 
them in the bottom of the net.  Push your fist upward through the hoop of the net  
and turn so the net is in the sunlight. Quickly observe the rim of the net and 
count any PLH that you can see above where you have grabbed the net. With you 
other hand pull the  net from the center upward exposing a little bit of it at a a 
time so that you can count the PLH in the net.  They can and will fly out of the 
net. Count all of the PLH until you have looked at the entire contents of the net.  



Turn the net inside out walk towards the center of the field on a diagonal and 
repeat the process adding each additional PLH to the count  and repeat one 
more time at the far end of the field. You should take a ruler and mark the base 
of your handle at 3”, 8”,  and 10”. At each site before you sweep you should 
measure the height of your alfalfa determining if the alfalfa is < 3”, 3-8”, 8-10” 
or >10”. Look at the chart below  to determine whether you are over or under 
the PLH threshold for management.  If the number of PLH you counted is at or 
less then the number in the N column of the chart associated with the  average 
height of the alfalfa, then you are under threshold. If the number of PLH is 
higher then that in the “N” column but lower then that in the M column you must 
do another set of sweeps adding to your count and comparing the total with the 
chart and the number of sets of sweeps. If your count is in between the numbers 
in the N and M column for the number of sweeps move to another location and 
take another set of sweeps add to your count and compare to the chart. Repeat 
these steps until you have a definitive number that is either less then or equal to 
the number in the N column and you are under threshold or equal or greater 
then the number in the M column and you are over threshold. 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

  <3"  3" - 7"  8" - 10"   >10" 

Sweep Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3  2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4  4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5  5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6  7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7  9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8  11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9  13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10  19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

If you see the leaf hopper burn is visible like the picture to 
the right, you have already experienced loss. The only way 
to prevent loss is to sweep your fields, The most vulnerable 
alfalfa plants are those that were just planted this year. 

Dairy one reported their forage analyses for the 2018 first hay harvest  
submitted from 4/30—6/18 each year by group  



Most of the CCE staff across the state are reporting high levels of 
aphids in alfalfa stands Ken Wise NYSIPM put together a few states  

action thresholds for aphid in the table below 

Current corn conditions 
Most of our local fields are at least v6 stage now. A few early planted fields are  
v9 at  6’ tall and growing very quickly. We will see tassels by the end of next 
week in some of these fields. 
Most corn fields have very good weed control and have good soil fertility, not 
showing any hunger signs. Any fields that  showed drought stress this week 
were planted later and are at v6 stage and 
probably don’t have  as good of a root 
structure as the earlier planted  corn. 
I haven't seen any northern corn leaf blight 
or eyespot at this point of the season. 
This week we had 8 western bean cutworm 
WBCW  in a trap in Taberg. The farmer had a 
significant problem with WBCW last year at 
this location . The field is sandy and this pest 
lays its eggs in the soil.  Researchers have 
shown that WBCW survival in sandy soils is 
much better then in finer textured  soils. 

     How do high temperatures and drought impact corn? 

 Corn is a tropical plant and can take tempertures in the 90s up to 100 for a 
single day, with little impact.   

 Four consecutive days with a max temperature of 93 or above can cause a 
1% loss, 5 consecutive days a 2% loss., six days a 4% loss. 

 High night time  temperatures increase respiration burning up more of the 
sugars that were created by photosynthesis during the day. 

 Drought can definitely impact yield: work from Ohio State University 
indicates 1% loss for every 12 hrs of leaf rolling.   

 During the time of silking these losses are amplified to 1% loss for every 4 
hrs of leaf rolling. 

 I have seen leaf rolling in a few fields on more than one occasion over the 
past 2 weeks.  What have you observed. 

 No-tilled fields usually show less drought stress because water infiltration is 
better, there are higher levels of organic matter to store soil moisture and 
crop residue acts as a mulch reducing evaporation losses of moisture from 
the soil. 



 This seasons corn crop looks great so far  (6-24-2018).  Early 
planted corn (May 5th) is v6 stage now. Plants  are healthy, and at the 
extension phase. If you plan to sidedress your fields with nitrogen with  
lower profile equipment plan to get it on soon.  Most researchers point 
to v6-v7 corn for sidedress N application.  A few growers are 
experimenting by split applying their sidedress N at v6 and  some N as 
late as tassel formation. The theory is that more of the late applied n is 
focused on grain production.   The picture below shows the 
accumulation of nitrogen in different parts of the corn plant at different 
stages of development.  There is a need for an economic analysis of the 
costs and benefits of two applications . More information on N 
accumulation in the corn plant : http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/
publications/factsheets/factsheet98.pdf 

Calculating  your net  nitrogen  
requirement for corn 
Gross N need  (yield potential x 1.2lbs 
of N)  Honeoye soil  150 bu/ ac x 1.2  
lbs of N per bu  180lbs of N  or 7 lbs of N / 
ton of corn silage 
Minus the sources of N Soil   provides 
N to our crops,  many factors impact the 
soil contribution: soil organic matter con-
tent, drainage class, soil biology, soil tem-
perature and moisture content to name a 
few. There is a table on  the internet that 
gives an estimate for each mapped soil in 
NY:  http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/
publications/tables/soils_database.pdf  
Honeoye:  75 lbs N/ac 
Crop residue : The lbs of N available from the previous crop residue:  
soybeans– 30 lbs of N/ac,  clover established after wheat harvest -  35-50lbs 
N /ac, wheat cover crop (-20lbs of N– tie up) and 
N from ablished sod in the table below: 

N from manure  Manure N is divided into two 
pools (ammonia and organic N), The chart on the 
right shows that 35% of the organic N fraction is available to the crop during the 
year of application. Ammonia N that is not incorporated within 3 days after 
application is lost to the atmosphere.  A fact sheet on manure N can be found at  
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet4.pdf   
Add up all the credits from the sources and subtract from the gross N 
needed.  The result is the net N that w ill need to be applied. 
Unfortunately only a fraction of the N fertilizer we apply is taken up by the plant 
and that is related to several soil related factors along with timing, method of 
application and type of N fertilizer. There is a table at  http://
nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf to get an estimate 
of the percentage that will be taken up by the plant. The net need divided by 
this percentage will give you the amount of N to apply.      
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Weed Escapes in corn 
There are a few weed escapes in some local corn fields.  A few of the most 
common weeds are pictured below.  They are all perennial broad leaf weeds.   
If you have glyphosate resistant corn then glyphosate would at least suppress   
if not kill most of these weeds.  A post emergence application of dicamba is 
another good choice for most of these weeds. 

Curly dock Dandelion Hedge bindweed 

Pokeweed Field Horsetail 

Horsenettle 

Morning glory  annual  broadleaf vine 
Wild Parsnip Biennial 

Yellow Nutsedge perennial 

Lambsquarter broadleaf annual 

Curly dock broadleaf perennial Common Pigweed broadleaf annual 
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Local wheat fields are edging closer to har-
vest moisture. Growers will be out in fields 
combining these fields soon 7-12-18 
 

Oats flowering no noticeable crown rust 
in fields scouted 

Small Grains 

Soybeans 
Local early planted soybeans are now at R1 stage  which is first flower stage  
and look good. 
 
Soybeans ideal temperature is 85F, above this 
temperature they can be stressed by the heat 
especially if it is combined with drought. 
We are entering the stages of development 
where drought and heat can cause losses.  
We grow indeterminate flowering soybeans  
which means that they continue to put out 
flowers which is a good thing.  
This means we may lose some flowers now to 
high temperatures or drought but that if   
conditions moderate flowers put out at that 
time can produce pods and beans. 

 
Observed very few soybean aphids this week and last 
week in some local fields.   
No major increases in numbers. 
 
Anyone who used cruiser treated seed had a maximum 
protection against soybean aphids of 45 days after 
planting and many fields are past that point now. 

 
This is  a good time to dig out a few plants 
to look at nodulation especially in fields with 
no history of soybeans.  
 
There should be a number of white nodules 
on each plant root. When cut open the  
nodules should be pink inside. 
 
If not consider applying 40 lbs of N/acre 



Look for these weeds as you do your spring 
field work 

Some have been found to be glyphosate  
resistant 

Marestail in local field of  
soybeans 

Giant ragweed 

      Palmer        Powell           Redroot    Smooth    Waterhemp 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 
(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

Jason Caruso               Frank Caruso 
 315-725-8335                        315-733-3965 

 
 
 
 
        
         

 
       

201 Jackson Rd.   
Frankfort, NY  13440 

Office:                                Brian Landphere 
315-732-5759   315-534-8902 



Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 30 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY  13309 
800-735-3276 
gary.niedzielski@farm-family.com 

Representing Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company,  
United Farm Family Insurance Company, and  

Farm Life Insurance Company, Glenmont, New York 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena & Blue Seal Feeds, Bale Wrap, 
Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar Fence 

Posts, Red Wing Boots and More! 
9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 

315-865-5281 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 
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