
 

By Christi Carter, 4-H Program Educator 

The 5th Annual Outdoor Adventure Day will take 
place on Saturday, August 18, 2018, from 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM! 
This is a family-friendly, free event with hands-on activities and 
demonstrations appropriate for all ages focused on outdoor 
recreation and activities. The event is open to families on Fort 
Drum as well as the North Country community. 

Outdoor Adventure Day will take place in and around Building S-
2507/2509 on Fort Drum. This is outside the gate so there is no 
requirement to pass through security. The property is located on 
Route 26, next to the Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield. Parking will be 
behind Buildings S-2507/2509 off of Munn's Corner Road. There 
will be food available to purchase or families may bring their own food and picnicking is allowed on the 
grounds. 

This event is being coordinated by Fort Drum's Natural Resources Branch (Directorate of Public Works) and 
our Association. The day is open to EVERYONE, whether living on Fort Drum or not. Adults of all ages as well 
as children from 2 to 18 will find interesting things to see and do. There will be approximately 32 stations set 
up around the grounds. People can meander and spend as much (or as little) time as they desire! Some 
stations have scheduled demonstrations; some will have demonstrations or activities running throughout the 
day. Examples are: 

Trees & Forest Management- Learn about trees and forest 
products. See equipment used by Fort Drum's Forest 
Management Program. There will be chainsaw safety and tree 
falling demonstrations. 

SUNY-ESF Woodsmen's Team- See the Woodsmen's Team from 
the State University of New York - College of Environmental 
Science & Forestry demonstrate some of their sport events with 
saws and axes. 

Wildland Fire Management and Fire Prevention- The Fort Drum 
Fire Department will be on scene with their wildland fire 
equipment. Try on equipment or spray water from a fire hose! 

Archery- Learn to use a bow and arrow under the guidance of 4-H Shooting Sports certified instructors. 
Participants must be at least 8 years of age to participate. A Hold Harmless Agreement must be signed by a 
parent or guardian before participating. Adults are also able to participate, but they must sign a Hold 
Harmless Agreement as well. 

Nerf Archery Range- Not to leave anyone out, anyone 7 years of age or younger can shoot Nerf archery.  

Conservation Law Enforcement. Meet Fort Drum's Game Wardens and New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation ECOs and see some of the equipment they use including snowmobiles, boats, 
ATVs, and a robotic deer. Try to save a "drowning victim" by throwing a life ring. 
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Fishing- Meet local fishing expert Don Meissner. Try your hand at casting 
different rods and test your casting accuracy. Test the action of different 
lures—or test whether they sink or float--in a large aquarium. Play with live 
bait--night crawlers and minnows will be available. Learn to tie a fly and fly 
fishing techniques with Project Healing Waters. 

Rocks & Minerals- The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation Division of Mineral Resources will be on-hand to show rocks 
and minerals in the area. Learn about mineral resources in your everyday 
life. Remember--everything we use is either grown or mined. 

Mine for a Diamond- Find your own Herkimer diamond from rocks provided 
by Ace of Diamonds Mine & Campground. 

Aquatic Critters- Go sampling for aquatic critters with Fort Drum's "Stream 
Team" and learn about what lurks in the waters of Fort Drum. 

Fisheries- New York State Department of Environmental Conservation fisheries biologists will have their 
sampling equipment and various specimens to examine up close. 

Trapping & Skinning- See animal skins and the different traps, lures, and scents used by trappers. Try some 
cooked beaver meat! There will be live demonstrations on how to skin an animal throughout the day.  

Paleontology- Learn about fossils with Jefferson Community College and make a sedimentary rock or fossil 
print. 

Geocaching: Learn about GPS (Global Positioning Systems) units and go on a modern-day treasure hunt. 
Use a GPS unit to find your way to a geocache and get a prize! 

Working Dog Demo: Barn Hunt. Watch dogs go through their paces searching for vermin in a "barn" --safe 
for dog and rat. This is an example of what some dogs did routinely to help humans protect their food and 
livestock. Bring your dog and see how well it does! 

Climbing Wall- Strap on a harness and see if you can reach the top! Participants must weigh at least 45 
pounds but not more than 250 pounds. A scale will be on site. A Hold Harmless Agreement must be signed 
before participating. The climbing wall is provided by Adventure Training at Fort Drum's Directorate of 
Families and Morale, Welfare and Recreation (DFMWR). 

Outdoor Cooking & Fitness- Try your hand at camp fire designs, using other biofuels while camping, and 
outdoor cooking. Make trail mix and learn about nutrition. We will also have our "smoothie bike" to make a 
smoothie with pedal power! 

Camping, Outdoor Games- Try your hand at an outdoor game or knot-tying with Cub Scout Pack 26, Girl 
Scout Troop 50125, and Boy Scout Troop 26. 

Fish & Wildlife- Live animals will be on display in Bldg. S-2509. Get close up and personal with live frogs, fish, 
snakes, and turtles. Taxidermist mounts and other displays can be viewed. 

Wood Working- Use your woodworking skills to create a craft all your own. No experience needed! 

Survival Kit and Knot Tying- see what is inside an outdoor survival kit and learn what each item is used for. 
Learn to tie a knot and take home your knot to practice. 

Enviroscape- An interactive booth where you can see how your pollution and water run off effects your 
environment. 

Milking Cow- Come learn how to milk a cow using our safe fiberglass milking model. No cow required!  
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Besides the established stations, there will also be a tent with arts-and-crafts activities including making fish 
prints and decorating walking sticks. 

Smokey Bear will be strolling the grounds throughout the event--how often he'll be seen will depend on how 
hot it is that day. (Bears get hot under all that fur!) For more information you can email the Fish & Wildlife 
Management Program at Raymond.E.Rainbolt.civ@mail.mil or call our office at 315-788-8450. 

2018 Agriculture Extravaganza 

The 2018 Ag Extravaganza is scheduled for Tuesday, September 
18th and Wednesday September 19th 2018 at the Thompson 
Park pavilion in Watertown.  

Ag Extravaganza is an educational event for fourth graders in 
Jefferson County. The program consists of speakers covering 
various types of agriculture. Each speaker will present a fifteen-
minute lesson about agricultural production (i.e. milk, honey, 
maple syrup, apple cider, sheep and wool, etc.). The students 
rotate from station to station throughout the day.  

The objectives of the program are to help students and teachers 
better understand the food and fiber system, develop an appreciation for agriculture, and to expose them to 
the wide variety of agricultural commodities produced in Jefferson County. Ag Extravaganza is a team effort 
of individuals from the agricultural community, including the Jefferson County Farm Bureau and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson County, as well as countless volunteers from community 
organizations and local farms.  

2018 Environmental Awareness Days 

The 28th Annual Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Jefferson 
County 4-H Youth Development Environmental Awareness Days will take 
place on Tuesday, September 25th and Wednesday, September 26th 2018. 
This event will be held at the Fort Drum Natural Resource Management 
Area, next to the Wheeler Sack Army Airfield, at 85 First Street West, Fort 
Drum, NY. 

Environmental Awareness Days are held annually for 6th grade classes in 
Jefferson County. It is our intention to put on an event that will pique 
children’s interest in the natural environment by exposing them to a variety 
of environmental topics. Presenters will speak on topics such as hunter and 
gun safety, fish and wildlife, birds of Northern New York, invasive species, 
and the local maple industry. 

We believe Environmental Awareness Days are a way for children to learn 
more about the role the environment plays in all of our lives. It is also our 

hope that some of the excitement and intensity that students feel at Environmental Awareness Days will not 
only return home, but extend to the classroom with them as well. We will have hands-on, interactive 
presentations by a wide range of county, state, and federal agencies along with non-profit groups which are 
involved in some aspect of the environment.  



 

4-H National Youth Science Day is the 
largest youth-led science experiment in 

the world. Each year, hundreds of thousands of youth 
throughout the world participate in a hands-on S.T.E.M. 
(science, technology, engineering, math) challenge. Past 
National Youth Science Day challenges include Rockets to 
the Rescue, Drone Discovery and, last year, Incredible 
Wearables. This year the 4-H National Youth Science Day 
challenge is called Code Your World. 

Code Your World uses games and hands-on activities to teach youth ages 8-14 computational thinking 
concepts and computer science skills. This program is a four-part computer science challenge that features 
three unplugged coding activities as well as one computer-based coding activity. 

4-H National Youth Science Day will be celebrated all October throughout the country. Jefferson County 4-H 
will be celebrating National Youth Science Day by holding an event at the office on Wednesday October 10th 
open to any youth ages 8-14. We will use the Code Your World kits at each of our afterschool programs and 
helping the school aged center and the teen centers on Fort Drum to hold a program with the kits as well. 
For more information about the Code Your World program, contact Sabrina DeRue at 315-788-8450 
extension 229 or sld95@cornell.edu. 

4-H Outdoor Adventure Club Explores Lake Ontario 

The 4-H Outdoor Adventure club is made up of numerous families with 
youth ranging from 6 to 16 years old. We meet on the first Saturday of 
each month at a different location in the north country from 1:00 – 3:00 
PM. Typically the entire family comes, but sometimes the 4-H’ers are 
dropped off for the outing and picked up after. Past outdoor adventures 
include geocaching at the trails in Thompson Park, having lunch at the 
Salmon River Fish Hatchery and hiking the Salmon River gorge trail, 
hiking the Chaumont Barrens in spring wildflower season and hiking and 
cooking s’mores over the bio-fuel stoves on Poor’s Island’s Kamargo 
Trail. 

For August and September, the Outdoor Adventure Club will be 
exploring different parts of Lake Ontario. The August meeting will be 
held on Saturday, August 4th at the Lakeview Wildlife Management 
Area. Both Extension vans will leave CCE by 12:00 PM to return to CCE 
by 3:30 PM. Youth are welcome to ride in the vans, and families that 
wish to participate can meet us at the trailhead or follow us from Extension. The trailhead is right outside the 
tollbooth for Southwick Beach State Park, 8119 Southwicks Place, Henderson, NY. Once at the trailhead, we 
will hike a short distance in to the Lakeview Wildlife Management Area. This is a very unique ecological area 
with part of the trail raised over the Lake Ontario dune system. Youth and their families will learn about this 
dune system as well as the wetland system which borders the dunes. The trail will take us past a lookout 
tower, which we will get to climb up to, and then to the beach where we will be able to walk along the beach 
until we turn around to go back to the cars. Altogether, the hike will be about three miles. 

By Sabrina DeRue, 4-H Program Educator 
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The September meeting will be held on Saturday, September 1st at Robert 
G. Wehle State Park. Both Extension vans will leave CCE by 12:00 PM to 
return to CCE by 3:30 PM. Youth are welcome to ride in the vans. Families 
can meet us at the park, or follow us from the Extension office. The park is 
located at 5182 North Schoolhouse Road, Henderson, NY and there is not 
a fee to enter this park. We will hike the Snakefoot Trail, which runs on a 
ridge along Lake Ontario with cliffs that overlook the lake. Youth and their 
families will learn why this part of the lake is so much different than 
Lakeview Wildlife Management area. They will also learn about invasive 
species and control measures that are in place for pale swallow-wort, an 
invasive plant that has taken over this state park. 

The 4-H Outdoor Adventure Club is always taking new members! The only 

limiting factor is how much space there is in the vans for each outing. For 

more information about the club, or how to join the club, contact Sabrina 

at 315-788-8450 or sld95@cornell.edu. 

By Karen Soule, 4-H Program Educator 

Planning is underway for a veterinary program this fall at our Extension 
office. Topics to be covered will be animal health, diseases, vaccination 
protocols and careers in veterinary sciences. We will focus on a variety of 
small animals and large animals, with the possibility of learning about  exotic 
animals as well. We will have presenters from different veterinary offices 
throughout the county. 

Veterinarians not only work on animals, but they also protect the health of 
humans by doing so. Many vets specialize in specific animals. Some vets 
work only with companion animals (cats and dogs) and others may specialize 
in dairy cattle or horse. Veterinarians can also work at zoos, large aquariums, 
wildlife parks or go into research or teaching. With a veterinary degree the 
possibilities are endless! 

Be watching our Facebook page and the next issue of Green Ink for more 
details! If you would like to be contacted with more information once this 
program is planned, contact Karen at 315-788-8450 or kes68@cornell.edu. 
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