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Otsego County teens were ñsummer studentsò on the  

Cornell Campus, June 26-28 for the annual Career  

Explorations.  (l-r)  front:  Madison Reyome & Abigail Miller   

rear:  Carly Erway, Hazel Lippitt, Sarah Parr, Daniel Johnson, 

Marijke Kroon,  Jilly Burton (Schoharie),  Aidan DeLanoy, & 

Vanessa Erkson.                   Story to follow in the August POY     Itôs Fair Season! 

4-H helps youth grow into competent, caring,                                              

contributing members of  society. 

CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION OF OTSEGO COUNTY 
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The Power of YOUth is published eleven times a year by Cornell Cooperative Extension.  The information provided here is with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsements by Cornell Cooperative Extension implied.  Contents may be reproduced with credit given.  
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities 

and provides equal program and employment opportunities.    
                                

 Cornell Cooperative Extension  
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Schoharie & Otsego Counties 

4-H Youth Development Staff 

31 Maple Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

(Outreach office) 

Phone: 607-433-2521 Fax: 607-436-9682 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. -  Wednesday and Friday 

123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326 

(Education Center/mailing address) 

Phone: 607-547-2536 Fax: 607-547-5180 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

E-mail: otsego@cornell.edu  Website: http://cceschoharie-otsego.org 

4-H Youth Development Mission Statement 
 

T he mission of Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development is 

to build youth adult partnerships to  enable youth to become fully 

engaged in their learning process.  New York State 4-H is a leader in enabling 

youth to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and abilities to become 

productive citizens and is a catalyst for positive change to meet the needs of a 

diverse and changing society. 

Through 4-H Youth Development, youth will: 
¶  Practice effective problem-solving and decision-making skills 

¶  Possess positive work attitudes and skills 

¶  Value diversity 

¶  Accept community and social responsibility 

¶ Contribute to positive relationships with families, peers and community 

¶  Demonstrate communication and leadership skills 

¶  Value lifelong learning 

Cornell Cooperative Extension values 

¶  4-H Youth development as the focus of all youth development activities 

¶ Partnerships for supporting, conducting and extending the program 

¶ Volunteerism as a cornerstone of the program 

¶ Diversity and the strengths it brings to Cornell Cooperative Extension   

   programs 

Patti Zellmer 

4-H Program Leader 

607-547-2536 ext. 225 

psz2@cornell.edu 
 

Teresa Adell 

4-H Association Subject Educator 

518-234-4303 ext. 118 

tla47@cornell.edu 
 

Madelyn Sanchez, Operations Coordinator 

msanchez@cornell.edu 
 

Robin Henson, Administrative Assistant 

rgh68@cornell.edu 
 

 Kate Preston, Summer Intern 

cceotsegointern@gmail.com  

4-H Painting Party  
Saturday, July 14, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Martin Hall, County Fairgrounds 
 

Martin Hall is a vital piece to the Otsego County Fair, and has been for many 

years. This building is where kids get to showcase their different projects that 

they have worked tirelessly on. There is nothing better than seeing 4-Hôers  

smiling faces after receiving a blue ribbon.  Since Martin Hall gives us all so 

much, itôs time to give Martin Hall a little óTLCô.  
 

Martin Hall is getting a make-over! On July 14,  4-H and the Fair Board are 

hosting a óPainting Partyô at the Fairgrounds.  Paint, brushes, drinks, and ice 

cream sundaes are all provided! The club with the most service hours  

will win $100 4-H shop dollars!  Bring extra helpers and lots  

of enthusiasm.  

                              All help is greatly appreciated. 

 

             Letôs get Martin Hall looking itôs best for the Fair!  

https://www.facebook.com/otsegocounty4H 

mailto:otsego@cornell.edu
mailto:http://cceschoharie-otsego.org
mailto:psz2@cornell.edu
mailto:tla47@cornell.edu
mailto:msanchez@cornell.edu
mailto:rgh68@cornell.edu
mailto:cceotsegointern@gmail.com


3 

 

     4-H Calendar Events 2017 - 2018 

NEWé.4-H Members of the Day  
By Kate Preston, CCE Summer Intern 

 
The Otsego County Fair is an exciting time for 4-Hôers.  Itôs a time to show off their prize animal, baked goods, 

crafts, and more. Each day at the fair, one to two 4-Hôers in each species, as well as Martin Hall, will be high-

lighted as the ñ4-Hôer of the Day.ò  This will be to showcase the hard work and dedication that all 4-Hôers 

show!  All youth chosen as the ñ4-Hôer of the Dayò is done at random, so be prepared!   

See you at the Fair! 

JULY  

4 Independence Day observed , CCE Offices closed 

8, 9,10 Farmers' Museum Junior Livestock Show, Iroquois Farm, Cooperstown 

12 Dairy Judging 101, 9:30 a.m. Silver Spoon Dairy, Garrattsville 

13 County Fair, Martin Hall Entry Form due, 4-H office, Cooperstown 

14 County Fair, Animal Entries due at the Fairgrounds 

14 4-H Painting Party!  Martin Hall, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

23-27 4-H Lego Robotics Camp, 8 - 11 a.m. Oneonta 

26 State Fair Team Orientation, 6:30 p.m., CCE Cooperstown 

29 Otsego County Fair Martin Hall Evaluations, Morris, 1 - 4 p.m. 

31 Otsego County Fair Opening Day, Morris 

  

AUGUST  

1-5 Otsego County Fair, Morris - See 4-H Fair Calendar 

5 State Fair Animal entries DEADLINE 

5 4-H Club Reorganization, Martin Hall,  Fairgrounds,  4 p.m. 

6 Agribusiness Career Conference, Registration  DEADLINE 

20 4-H Club Reorganization, Cooperstown, 6:30 p.m. 

21-26 Otsego County State Fair Teen Team travels to State Fair 

25 Family Farm Day, Otsego, Schoharie, Delaware Counties 

22-Sept 3 Otsego & Schoharie County exhibits at State Fair 

  

   SEPTEMBER  

3 Labor Day,  CCE offices closed 

5 4-H Fair Supers, 6 p.m.; Issue Committees, 7 p.m. Milford Central School 

15, 16 Harvest Festival, Farmers' Museum 

  

OCTOBER  

1 New 4-H Year! 

1 Individual 4-H Awards, Leader Recommendations, due to the 4-H Office 

3-14 4-H Paper Clovers, Tractor Supply, Oneonta 

7-13 National 4-H Week, National Science Day 

8 Columbus Day, CCE Offices closed 

18-19 Agribusiness Career Conference, SUNY Cobleskill 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/31702/4-H_Fair_Schedule_2018_(1).pdf?1530288258
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4-H Club News 

Kids & Kritters Cloverbuds 4-H Club reports they had a meeting about  

Butterflies.  We learned about their life cycle and mad a butterfly with paper and glitter  

showing all their parts as an insect.  In July we plan to go to Adam Weissôs house and try  

to find Butterfly pupasô to hatch. 
 

In attendance were: Brandt and Cole & Cole Baker, Isabelle & Adam Weiss, Weston & Colton 

Dyn, Pauline & Senya Wilmarth, Alex Baker and Tyrus VanBuren.  Guests were: Carson Dyn 

and Lucy Markevich. 
 

Our April lesson was Super seed fun.  We made terrariums.  Our March lesson was on Wildlife. 

Our February lesson was on Beavers.  We even had beaver pelts to look at!  The next meeting 

will be June 3rd at June Bakerôs home.  Where we will learn more about bugs.  Meet the baby animal at her farm and talk 

about Show Preparation.   

 

NEEDEDé4-H State Fair Teen Leaders! 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS July 14 
 

A Team of four ï six teens are needed to assist in Otsego Countiesô 4-H exhibit area in the Youth Building at State Fair.  

This is a great opportunity to grow leadership AND meet new friends.  Complete the State Fair Teen Team application and 

submit for consideration.  The application is available at the 4-H office or here:  http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/resources 
  

DEADLINE for applications is July 14.  Orientation meeting:  Thursday, July 26, 6:30 p.m. 
 

State Fair Teen Team info:                

Time frame: Travel to Syracuse on Tuesday, August 21, work in the county booth, August 21-26, and return to 

Otsego County on August 26. 

Eligibility:  13-19 years of age, Responsible, willing to be a 4-H Ambassador, must enjoy meeting and engaging the public 

Benefits: Upon successful completion, receive $12/day premiums, meet LOTS of new friends, and check out the New 

York State Fair! 

QUESTIONS?  Contact Patti, 547.2536 X225 or psz2@cornell.edu 

 

 

WELCOME to our CCE Summer Intern, Kate Preston! 
 

I have been actively involved showing dairy goats as well as beef 

(last couple years) for the past 8 years in 4-H. 4-H has had a huge 

impact on my decision of where and what I went to college for. I just 

finished my second year at SUNY Cobleskill in the Agricultural 

Business program. I will finish my bachelorôs degree next Spring, 

and plan to get a masters in Agricultural Communications. As a part 

of my degree, I had to do a required internship. I chose to do part of 

my internship with CCE as 4-H has had a huge impact on my life and 

my love for 4-H is strong! I love working with youth, and have al-

ways been interested in learning the different parts of Cooperative 

Extension. I look forward to working with all of you leaders, as well 

as the youth the summer!  

 

http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/resources
mailto:psz2@cornell.edu
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4-H Otsego County  

4-H Camp Shankitunk 

Ricky J. Parisian Scholarship Winners  

 
Congratulations to the following 4-H members:  
 

Andrew Lentner 

Lilly Cleaveland 

Cottens; Isaac & Toby 
 

The Ricky J. Parisian Fund generously provides $100 

camperships to Otsego County 4-H members.  The 

application process is simple.  Answer the question:   

ñWhy do you want to attend 4-H Camp Shankitunk?ò  

Excerpts from the winners follow. 
 

I want to attend 4-H Camp Shankitunk becauseé 
 

ñI like the outdoors and would like to learn something 

new.ò 

ñI heard they are pretty fun and I want to try Backyard 

Engineering.ò 

ñI think it would be very educational and it would be a 

fun experience and I want to make new friends.ò 

ñI have great memories there.. Itôs fun, Iôve made lots 

of friends and learned very cool things that have 

helped me in life.  I hope to come back as a counselor 

someday.ò 

ñIt gives me so many opportunitieséI know that 

camp is REALLY fun!ò 

ñ It lets me experience new things, new opportunities, 

and meet great peopleò 
 

 

4-H Club Reorganization  
 

4-H LeaderséMARK the Date! 

What:  4-H Club Reorganization meeting 

When:  MONDAY, August 20, 6:30 p.m. 

Where:  CCE Office, Cooperstown 

Bonus:  Special door prize AND Sundae Buffet!  

Bring your favorite topping! 
 

This is the ONE required meeting for each 4-H Club/

Organizational Leader.  At this meeting each 4-H 

Club will receive their Club packet and updates for 

the new 4-H year.   Monday, August 20 is the main 

meeting WITH the bonus of a special door prize and 

Sundaes. 
 

Several leaders asked for an option of having a 4-H 

Club re-organization meeting at the County Fair on 

Sunday.  There was a favorable response to this  

request.  Sunday, August 5, 4 p.m. in Martin Hall we 

will host the option of an onsite Reorganization  

meeting at County Fair.   This meeting will be  

limited in prizes and Sundaes; but, Leader packets 

and information will be ready! 
 

It is preferable to have the designated Organizational 

Leader attend this meeting; however, if the Organiza-

tional Leader is not available a responsible 4-H  

Leader or 4-H Parent can attend the meeting with the 

understanding they will share the information with 

the Organizational Leader. 
 

QUESTIONS?  Contact Patti, 547.2536 X 225 or 

psz2@cornell.edu  

Evelyn Kersmanc 

Sloths; Anya & Sasha 

Leah Cotten  

 

4-H LEGO ROBOTICS CAMP 2018 
 

Discover LEGO Robotics this summer at 4-H Lego Robotics Camp, July 23-27; from  

8 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Greater Plains Elementary School!  This hands on camp is open to 

youth entering 6, 7, or 8th grades.  The all-inclusive cost is just $100.  Camp enrollment 

is limited.   
 

Campers will design, build and program a variety of robotic devices with LEGO EV 3 

kits and LABVIEW Software. Youth will learn how to use motors, touch sensors, light 

sensors, gears and pulleys, and more!!!  Camp is designed for hands-on, small group 

interaction.  Camp Instructors are the Oneonta FIRST Robotics Team 4203 and their 

Mentors. 
 

Applications are available at the CCE 4-H Offices; 123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, 31 

Maple Street, Oneonta or on line at:  http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/events/2015/07/13/4-h-lego-robotics-camp 

For more information contact the 4-H Office, 547.2536 or Paul Agoglia at 434-0614 or email at pagoglia@stny.rr.com. 
 

 

(l-r) 2017 4-H Campers, Gavin, Alex, 

and Christian build a Lego robot! 

mailto:psz2@cornell.edu
http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/events/2015/07/13/4-h-lego-robotics-camp
mailto:pagoglia@stny.rr.com
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4-H Otsego County 

EARLY DEADLINE! 
 

4-H Agri-Business Career (ABC) Conference 
October 18, 2018, 9 a.m. - October 19, 4:30 PM 

 

The New York State 4-H Agribusiness Career           

Conference is held at SUNY Cobleskill and local agri-

businesses. This career exploration conference is open   

to all youth ages 14 and over who wish to become more 

aware of opportunities with agriculture and also          

academic requirements for professional positions     

available in the various agri-business. It will feature  

mini-tours to farms and operations in the Cobleskill area 

as well as seminars, guest speakers and guided tours of 

the SUNY Cobleskill agriculture facilities.  

Participants and chaperones will be staying at the        

Super 8 in Cobleskill.  The participation fee of $95 per 

youth will include all overnight accommodations and 

meals. Scholarships will be available.  
 

Applications are available at the website, CCE Otsego  

office or this link: http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/

events/2017/10/19/4-h-agri-business-career-abc-

conference 

 

4-H Capital Days 2018 
 

83rd Annual 4-H Capital Days event took place in Albany, May 20th thru 22nd.  Delegates from Otsego County were  

Garrett Proskine & Carson Guzy, chaperoned by Paul Agoglia. 
 

Highlights of trip included tours of the Capitol Building and NYS Court of Appeals, visits to the state departments 

meeting and speaking to elected representatives.  
 

Garrett shared these highlights: 

ñIt lets kids tour the Capitol and learn about our government.  The most meaningful experience for me was seeing the 

State Capitol which Iôve never seen before.ò 
                                              

Carsonôs shared these highlights: 

ñI was able to learn a lot about the NYS government.  The most meaningful experience for me was touring the hall of 

governors.  Being able to see past historical figures and past presidents play such an important role in NYS government 

was amazing.ò  
 

From Senator Seward: 

 ñAs a former 4-H member, I am pleased to see the program continuing to offer our young people a well-rounded  

education through core topics like agriculture, leadership and life skills and new offerings including robotics and  

engineering,ò  

State Senator Jim Seward, R-Milford, welcomes Otsego 

County 4-H Carson Guzy, left, of Cooperstown and  

Garrett Proskine, Gilbertsville, to the state Capital in  

Albany during the 83rd annual 4-H Capital Days. 

The Farmersô Museum  

Junior Livestock Show 
The annual Junior Livestock Show is July 8,9,10.   

This show is the second largest youth competition in 

the state and the only one of its kind sponsored by the 

Farmers' Museum.   The event features the areas best 

livestock and 4-H exhibitors from the nine-county  

region. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

The event is held at the Iroquois Farm, 1527 County  

Hwy 33, Cooperstown.  

Capital Days 2018 

http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/events/2017/10/19/4-h-agri-business-career-abc-conference
http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/events/2017/10/19/4-h-agri-business-career-abc-conference
http://cceschoharie-otsego.org/events/2017/10/19/4-h-agri-business-career-abc-conference
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4-H Otsego County 

Animal Crackers - ñHop To It and Moove Itò   
  
The Cornell University Department of Animal Science spon-

sored the annual Animal Crackers on Saturday, May 5 on the 

Cornell University campus.  This yearôs program highlighted 

dairy and rabbit topics.  Participants learned about different 

aspects of animal care, interacted and exchanged information 

with faculty, staff, students, professional producers and indus-

try experts, and visited the facilities of Cornell University.  

Two special stops:  the Dairy Bar for an ice cream treat and  

Kroch Library rotunda, to see the crystal ball from the Wizard 

of Oz! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otsego County 4-H members at 4-H Animal Crackers (l-r) Angel Mravlja, 

Tyrus VanBuran, Madisyn Reyome, Julia Vunk; front row:  Lucy Johnson, 

and Abbi Johnson. 

4-H Gardening Clinic 2018 
 

Mt. Vision Garden Center hosted the 4-H Gardening 

Clinic on Saturday, May 12.  It was cloudy and  

raining outside but 4-H members were all smiles  

when they saw rows and rows of fresh herbs,  

vegetables and beautiful bright blossoms under  

cover of the green houses.   Amy Foutch, gave  

the group an extensive tour and then taught  

youth about planting flowers in a container.  One  

of the flower planting principles was: ñthrill, fill,  

spillò.  Amy instructions were to choose a plant that  

will THRILL with color in the center, next use the  

complementary FILL plants and finally plant  

flowers that will SPILL over the edges of the pot.   

With a donation of used rubber boots, youth also  

did a recycling project to bring new life to worn out 

boots! 
 

We are looking forward to seeing many BEAUTIFUL 

flowers in Martin Hall for County Fair! 
 

Special thanks to Eddie and Joanne Wilms at  

Mt. Vision Garden Center for their generous  

donation of flowers for this 4-H Gardening Clinic!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

4-H Horse Camp 2018 
 

The 4-H Horse Committee was very happy to welcome a 

small group of enthusiastic 4-H riders at the annual 4-H 

Horse Camp, June 8-10 at the Morris Fairgrounds.  The 

weekend began Friday evening with checking in and a 

pizza party.  On Saturday, Otsego County, 4-H alums and 

4-H Horse Volunteers worked one on one with each of 

the campers and their horse.  Sunday hosted a Fun Show!  

Other weekend activities included riding clinics, and 

making new friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 (l-r) Arianna, Katie, Marjke at 4-H Horse Camp ó18 

Center, 4-H Alum, Katie Gale works with Arianna and 

Marjke and the techniques of natural horsemanship. 

(l-r) Emma Peck, Alyssa Sorochinsky, Colette & Grace 

Corkery choosing and planting flowers that will, ñthrill, fill, 

spillò! Other participants not pictured:  Martha Modinger, 

Kendra Smith, and Ivy Stensland. 


