
It’s that time of year again when the evil wild parsnip begins to bloom along roadsides and old fields.  You 

may have heard of giant hogweed- that 15’ tall plant with giant white 

flowers that causes a severe rash.  Well, giant hogweed which gets all of 

the press, is actually quite rare.  Wild parsnip also causes a severe rash 

and the plants are quite ubiquitous. 

From mid-June through July wild parsnip makes itself visible by blooming.  

The flowers look exactly like Queen Anne’s lace, except they are yellow 

instead of white.  Prior to flowering wild parsnip is hard to find.  The 

green compound leaves tend to blend in with everything around them.  

And that’s where part of the problem begins- people come in contact 

with the plant and don’t know what they have gotten into.  Most doctors 

will diagnose the oozing, painful, blistering rash as poison ivy dermatitis.  

If you did not see the plant, that ‘poison ivy’ rash may have been caused 

by wild parsnip. 

Another part of the problem is that the flowers are actually quite pretty 

and cheerful.  People, especially children may pick the flowers which will 

expose them to the plant sap that initiates the rash.  The plant causes 

‘phytophotodermatitis’- this type of rash can cause photosensitivity.  When the area of skin is exposed to 

sun the rash can re-erupt.  This reaction can continue for several months in sensitive people. 

The last portion of the problem is that wild parsnip tends to spread along roadsides and into abandoned 

fields.  Unfortunately municipalities do not mow roadsides until very late in the season.  At that point wild 

parsnip has already gone to seed and deposited next year’s 

crop.  Urge your local officials to mow wild parsnip infested 

roadsides earlier in the season- just as flowering begins.  

Even though the plants are perennial this will at least keep 

the seeds from spreading to other locations. 

It is not recommended that you do your own mowing of 

wild parsnip.  It can broadcast the plant sap onto your 

body.  The use of weed trimmer will cause even more 

exposure to the operator.  Herbicides will control wild 

parsnip but they need to be repeated every 2-3 years 

because seeds can remain viable in the soil for 4 years.  

Spot treatments, foliar applications or stem injections of 

glyphosate are effective. 
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 Be sure to follow all label directions and avoid handling the plants.  Disposable gloves and a disposable 

‘Tyvek’ suit are recommended if you are particularly sensitive. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

 and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

Can you find the wild parsnip leaf?  A population just beginning to grow along a roadside 


