
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties 
Extension Education Center, Hudson 

Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 

 
Present:  Nate Chittenden, Bruce Meyers, Jane Miller, Joe Behn, Ginger Benedict, Emili Ponte, Alicia McCagg, Sandra Gardner, James 
Story, Mike McCrary, Art Bassin, Matt Luvera, Brent Zimmerman, Nicole Bliss, Cathi Annese 
Absent:  Glenda Berman, Linda Fix, Bryan Frisbee, Don MacCormack 
Staff:  Evon Antonio, Angela Tallarico, Linda Tripp 
 
Call to Order – Cathi Annese, Association President, called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 
Approval of Board Agenda, Cathi Annese – Nate Chittenden moved to accept; Nicole Bliss seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of April 10, 2018 meeting minutes, Cathi Annese – Bruce Meyers moved to accept; Emili Ponte seconded.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
Executive Committee (no meeting), Cathi Annese, Chair - Everything is moving along smoothly 
 
Finance and Human Resources Committee (met 4/24), Mike McCrary reported in Bryan Frisbee’s absence.   

• Amount of expenses for clean-up of oil leak in Acra is yet to be determined.   
• March financial statements – Ginger Benedict moved to accept the financial statements; Jane Miller seconded.  Approved 

unanimously.   
• Continued discussion on unforeseen expenses due to oil leak. 

Facilities Committee (met 4/30), Joe Behn, Chair 

The committee discussed the oil leak and improvements to Acra parking lot which requires attention.  Evon provided an update on 
the leak which occurred Thursday, April 19.  

• DEC was called in and assessed the situation.  They then contacted a contractor and clean up was initiated.  Leak also 
affected the parking area through a pipe.  As of last Tuesday expenses incurred were in excess of $13K.    

• Evon has been exploring options for paying for this.  Different agencies have funds but so far not as it relates to our 
situation.   

• Contractor will bill DEC, then the bill will go to the State Comptroller.  We expect to be billed eventually.  But when we are 
contacted officially Evon thinks payments may be structured. 

• Safety – staff have not returned to the workspace in the vintage building.  We have rented a device to test the air quality 
first. 

Joe Behn picked up – the committee members discussed the bid and estimate for repairs in the meeting hall in Hudson.  The 
committee felt the one estimate received was reasonable.  Staff will now check references.  Work needs to be done this year rather 
than go through another winter.  Building usage will need to be worked around.  Evenings will probably be okay.  Discussion. Joe 
stated septic and electric are fine.  Water seepage under the building has caused the problems.  Bruce Meyers said the committee 
would like the board to accept the bid tonight.  Discussion and questions followed about permits, project plan, insurance, references 
and time frame.   

Nate Chittenden moved to accept the bid from Warrington Construction LLC in the amount of $44,670 and up to $50K for 
unforeseen expenses.  Contract will not proceed until all questions have been satisfactorily answered regarding the permits, project 
plan, insurance, references and time frame; Ginger Benedict seconded.  Approved unanimously.   

 
Fund Development Committee (met 4/23) - Cathi Annese and Emily Ponte reported on behalf of the committee.   

• Annual fundraising dinner is scheduled - September 8. 
• Pending approval of contract it will take place at Joe’s Garage on Main Street in Catskill. 
• Chef will be Sean from Creekside Restaurant.  The committee is working with Sean to incorporate food from local producers 

in the menu. 
• A draft sponsorship form was shared with the board.  Emili encouraged everyone to do what they can as we need to meet 

budgeted fundraising income. 



• Emili also asked board members to let Angela know of any other individuals or businesses that can be solicited for 
sponsorships and/or gift certificates.   

• James Story pointed out that we ran out of balloons last year (for the gift certificates) and suggested we consider gift 
certificates of any dollar value to increase the numbers.  Discussion. 

Program Advisory Committees 

a) Agriculture and Food Systems (no meeting) - Nate Chittenden, Chair.  Note: a handout was included in the board packet 
that reflected highlights from the Community Horticulture Program. 

b) Natural Resources, Sustainable Energy, & Climate Change (no meeting), Virginia Benedict, Chair.  Next meeting June 4. 
c) 4-H Youth Development/Children, Youth, and Families (no meeting), Jane Miller, Chair 
d) Parenting, Nutrition & Special Projects (no meeting) 
e) Community & Economic Vitality (no meeting) 

 

Government Relations Updates 

Columbia County Board of Supervisors, Art Bassin 

• Board of Supervisors will be looking at a proposal of Galvan Hotel at next meeting. 
• Sales tax strong. 
• Columbia Economic Development Corporation held their annual meeting last week – great turnout with 125 attendees.  

Greene County Legislature, Matt Luvera 
• Jail closed - inmates sent to Columbia County and Dutchess County.  Discussions continue. 
• Greene sales tax doing well too.   
• Last month the community college basketball team was recognized. 
• Exit 21 project is moving forward.  Hoping hotel will be demolished and replaced with a chain hotel. 

 
New Business, Cathi Annese 

• Jeff Ouellette has submitted his resignation from the board.  Cathi Annese proposed appointing Billy Greer (4-H Club 
Leader) to fill Jeff’s seat through the end of 2018.  Board approval required.  Nate Chittenden moved to approve the 
appointment of Billy Greer to the board through the end of 2018; James Story seconded.  Approved unanimously.  

• Bruce asked about ED search.  Cathi responded that the results of the restructuring process currently underway will impact 
the responsibilities of the new ED.  Evon will stay in the position as long as needed.  James questioned the time frame in 
relation to the participation in the recruitment process for board members who will be leaving at the end of 2018. 

 
Executive Director’s Report, Evon Antonio 

 
• Written report was provided to the board members.  
• Staff Diversity & Inclusion workshop with Eduardo Gonzalez of Cornell is scheduled May 17.  Evon hopes to work this into 

the restructuring process and staff receptiveness to a changing environment. 
• Taste NY – since the last board meeting there has been no contact with Ag and Markets.  Evon has been advised that Ag and 

Markets is focused on stores being opened June/July.  New Baltimore not scheduled until October. 

Sandra Gardner advised the board that school superintendents are discussing legislative intern program.  This program would 
provide students with a real government experience.  Early stages right now.  Linda Tripp has a connection to Oneida County.  Great 
program.   
 
Nicole Bliss moved to adjourn the meeting; Nate Chittenden seconded.  Meeting adjourned 8:07 p.m.  
 

Minutes prepared by Angela Tallarico, Recording Secretary 


