
Farm to School and your School 

Lunch and Breakfast Menus 

Highlighting Farm to School information on your menus 
may help increase awareness about your Farm to 

School program and make students more likely to try 
new menu options. 

Consider making these simple changes to 
your menus. 

Highlight all NY State products.  

Once you know what items on your menu come from NY farms, highlight them every time. For example, 
instead of saying  “Green Beans” say “Fresh NY Green Beans” or add a NY state icon next to all the NY 
items on your menu (available for download at http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/agriculture/farm-to-school)  

Tip: if you are using the School Nutrition Network software to build your menu adding a very small 
logo can be difficult, and it won’t show up if the menu is printed without images. Consider using the 
“NY” option instead of the logo. If you use a different platform or develop your own menus and 
want to use a logo, using a NY state icon instead of a F2S logo may be preferable because it is 
recognizable even when small. 

 

Promote NY Thursdays 

If you are doing NY Thursdays, make them stand out on your menu. Change the font color and 
background color, and include “NY Thursday” in the square.  

Tip: Add NY Thursdays info in the sidebar or where you have room. For example “NY Thursdays 
feature entrée, fruit, vegetable, and dairy choices from NY farms.” You may also want to display a 
NY Thursday menu somewhere else on your School Nutrition website. Check out NY Thursday 
menus from the Southern Tier here.  
 

Showcase a Harvest of the Month 

Incorporating Harvest of the Month (HOTM) into your Farm to School program is a great way to 
celebrate NY produce in season each month. Many schools feature a special recipe using the HOTM 
item they are highlighting, but it can be as simple as showcasing an in-season NY produce item you are 
using that month. Consider adding one of the HOTM graphics developed for Buffalo Public Schools to 
your menu (available for download at http://erie.cce.cornell.edu/agriculture/farm-to-school) and 
stating for example “The September Harvest of the Month is Corn.” 

Tip: Raise awareness of work your school is doing to incorporate more fresh, local produce with 
HOTM. Consider uploading HOTM infographics and newsletters to your School Nutrition website, 
displaying posters in your cafeterias, and sending newsletters home to parents (print, email, web 
portal—however you share your information). 
 

Rethink School Lunch Menus 

Consider moving away from clip-art and busy backgrounds. Rethinking the look and feel of your lunch 
menu will make it more attractive to students and their parents.  

For inspiration on what school lunch menus can look like, check out Minneapolis Public Schools. 


