
Becoming a Cooperative Extension  
Master Gardener Volunteer 
QUALIFICATIONS to become a Monroe County Cooperative Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 
are few. You must have an interest in plants and gardening, be able to attend the training program 
and provide 50 hours of volunteer service in the first year.  Most of all, you must be willing to help others.  

APPLICATIONS will be accepted in the fall of 2018. The next training will begin in January of 2019. 
Applicants indicating readiness to meet the training and volunteer hours commitment will be 
interviewed in October 2018, and receive written notification that December.  With limited class size, 
some applicants may not be accepted.  Those selected attend a one session Master Gardener Intern 
Orientation before classes begin in January. At that time they are asked to pay $225* to cover 
materials. (*Limited partial scholarships are available based on financial need.)  Class location TBD. 

TRAINING… The program offers 70 hours of classroom work over an 8-week period, from 9 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. on Tuesdays & Thursdays, in early 2019.  Classes will be taught by Cornell University Faculty, 
Cooperative Extension educators and horticulture specialists. Subject matter includes basic botany, 
soils, entomology, plant pathology, herbaceous ornamentals, pesticide safety, Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM), lawns, woody ornamentals, vegetable gardening, and fruit culture.  

COMMITMENT... In exchange for training, participants are asked to volunteer 50 hours to the 
Cooperative Extension program in the first year.  Of these 50 hours, 10 will be worked in the Extension 
gardens on St. Paul Blvd., and the rest in the local office or in a variety of outreach projects that benefit 
and educate the public.  Master Gardeners provide a wide variety of services.  Some answer our 
garden Helpline –responding to telephone requests for information.  Others staff displays in county 
and local fairs and public events.  Master Gardeners also speak to local groups, conduct workshops, 
write columns for area newspapers and gardening journals, help in educating people who work in 
community garden plots, and participate in two annual fund-raising events such as the Lilac Festival 
plant sale and our educational symposium, A Gathering of Gardeners. Others work with 4-H and other 
youth garden programs or work with homeowners interested in maintaining healthy lawns with 
practices that also help protect water quality. Master Gardeners are also working to help restore the 
arboretum at Durand Eastman Park and provide tours for groups. 

RECOGNITION ... Participants completing the classroom work, passing the exam and fulfilling their 
volunteer service receive certificates of completion. Only those receiving this certificate and fulfilling 
their volunteer commitment are entitled to call themselves Cornell Cooperative Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteers.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ... Application forms will be available in September of 2018.  To place your 
name on the mailing list, call Luanne Crosby, (585) 753-2558 or e-mail to lcc54@cornell.edu. 
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Once you receive your certificate of 
completion, you will have many 
options available for additional 
training and service. 

Monthly meetings, special seminars, 
annual garden symposium, 
conferences and other educational 
opportunities help further skills and 
knowledge. 

After the first year, the program 
requires a minimum of 5 hours 
continuing professional education 
and 30 hours per year in volunteer 
activities. This can be fulfilled by 
sharing your knowledge and 
experience with others, mentoring 
future classes, becoming involved 
with community horticulture projects, 
assisting in the Extension office and 
educating the general public on 
garden concerns. 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener Volunteers are 

men and women of our local 
community who take an active 

interest in their lawns, trees, shrubs, 
flowers, gardens, environment and 

community. 

They are enthusiastic, willing to 
learn and eager to share their 

knowledge and training with others. 

Master Gardeners commit time as 
volunteers working through the 
Monroe County Cooperative 

Extension to provide horticulture-
related information to the 

community. 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and 
educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO. We provide 

equal programming and employment for Veterans and 
Individuals with Disabilities. Please contact CCE-Monroe 

County office if you have special needs. 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, Monroe County is 
supported by public and private funding. Primary 

cooperating partners are the County of Monroe, the 
State of New York and SUNY’s Land Grant Colleges at 

Cornell University, and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 
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Keep reading. 
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