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For more than 100 years, the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension educational 

system has enabled people to improve 
their lives and communities through 
partnerships that put experience and 
research-based knowledge to work.

Cornell Cooperative Extension actively supports equal                 
educational and employment opportunities. No person shall 
be denied admission to any educational program or activity 

or be denied employment on the basis of any legally prohibited 
discrimination involving, but not limited to, such factors as race, 

color, religion, political beliefs, national or ethnic origin, sex, 
gender/gender identity, transgender status, sexual orientation, age, 
marital or family status, protected veterans and individuals with 
disabilities. Cornell Cooperative Extension is committed to the 

maintenance of affirmative action programs that will assure the 
continuation of such equality of opportunity.

100 Years of Cornell 
Cooperative Extension

In 1917, the citizens of Madison County 
made the decision to join a relatively new 
“cooperative extension” program to extend 
Cornell University research and services 
to Madison County. With that decision, a 
relationship was formed that has shaped, and 
continues to shape, the landscape of Madison 
County by applying Cornell University 
knowledge and resources to address 
community needs. This year we celebrate our 
100 year anniversary of service to Madison 
County.

Madison County embraced the mission of 
Cooperative Extension. With funding sources 
that include federal, state, and county dollars, 
Cornell Cooperative Extension leads the way 
with outreach by ensuring that programs and 
offerings are designed to best fit the needs of 
each county they serve. The one requirement 
mandated of all Cooperative Extension 
offerings is the promotion and oversight of 
4-H as a mechanism to develop future leaders 
by empowering youth to work and learn 
under the guidance of dedicated caring adult 
volunteers.

As we move into the next 100 years, our 
success will be attributed to collaborative 
efforts that continue to build strong and 
vibrant communities through the powerful 
network of Cornell Cooperative Extension.



Agriculture

Our Ag Staff is available to assist local 
farmers in various ways. With the assistance 
from the Central New York Dairy, Livestock, 
and Field Crops Team we are able to offer 
programming that benefits farmers and the 
agricultural community of Madison County. 

We offer programs throughout the year 
that cover areas such as:

• Dairy 
• Livestock
• Field Crops
• Equine Concerns 
• Farmers Markets
• Beginning Farmer Workshops
• Business Planning Workshops

4-H

The 4-H youth development program 
provides opportunities for all youth ages 5-19 
to participate in innovative, fun programs 
through which they develop life skills.

4-Her’s learn valuable skills, have fun, 
make new friends, solve problems, earn 
rewards, practice citizenship, develop 
leadership abilities, and make a difference in 
their communities.

Agriculture Economic 
Development

Our Families -Our Jobs -Our Towns -Our Future

Our mission is to maintain, develop and 
promote a viable agricultural economy that 
benefits Madison County.

The primary priority for achieving this 
mission is to market Madison County’s 
agricultural products and services by creating 
market opportunities and encouraging value-
added enterprises. As a secondary priority,  AED 
strives to maintain an appropriate agricultural 
land base to support a viable agricultural economy 
in Madison County by assisting existing Madison 
County farmers and attracting and supporting 
new farmers.

4-H is more than Agriculture!

Non-Animal Project 
Areas

• Clothing & Sewing
• Leadership
• Citizenship & 

Community Service
• Wood Working
• Science & Technology 
• Creative Arts
• Food & Nutrition
• Horticulture & 

Gardening
• Communications & 

Public Presentations
• Natural Resources

Animal Project Areas

• Beef
• Horse
• Sheep
• Rabbit
• Avian & Poultry
• Dairy
• Goat
• Cavy
• Dog
• Swine

Open Farm Day is a signature program of 
CCE-Madison County that shows an increase in 
attendance every year. Entering it’s tenth year, this 
program has a broad reach with visitors coming 
from all over Central New York, as well as out-
of-state to visit Madison County farms and farm 
producers. Each year the impact of the event 
gets higher, with reported sales from the event 
demonstrating economic success of the program. 
The Tenth Annual Open Farm Day event will 
take place on Saturday July 28, 2018.


