
I hear so much about invasive species- what can I do to help in prevention? 

The best thing you can do is educate yourself on the identification of invasive species that are in our 

area. What is referred to as an ‘invasive species’ can be a plant, insect, animal, or disease. They can 

create problems in terrestrial or aquatic environments. Most invasive species are non-native and 

outcompete or attack our native species. The emerald ash borer and hemlock woolly adelgid infest and 

kill important native tree species. Water Chestnut and hydrilla are aquatic plants that grow so densely 

that they interfere with recreation and displace native aquatic plants. Swallow-wort and Japanese 

knotweed are terrestrial plants that form monocultures that are very difficult to eradicate. Asian carp 

and rusty crayfish harm our native fish populations. 

In addition to knowing what to look for, you can take the following steps to make sure you are not 

contributing to the invasive species problem: 

1. If you are a fisherman, use bait from reputable bait shops. Ask questions about the bait you are 

buying. Dispose of unused bait properly. Do not dump it into the water- allow it to dry out in the 

sun. 

2. If you are a boater be aware that aquatic invasive species can attach themselves to all types of 

watercraft. Each time you leave a waterbody clean, drain and dry your vessel. 

3. Don’t move firewood. Pests and pathogens that can be harbored in wood are a major threat to 

our forests and trees. Purchase or cut firewood from the location where you intend to burn it. 

4. If hiking, clean your boots when you get on and off the trail. Many trailheads now have boot 

brush stations- use them! 

5. Thoroughly clean all off-road vehicles before leaving trails. 

6. Do not buy, transport or plant New York State Prohibited and Regulated Species such as Morrow 

honeysuckle, Japanese barberry, burning bush, and Norway maple. A complete list can be found 

at  www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/2359.html 

7. When gardening or landscaping use native species. They rarely become invasive and they 

support our native pollinators. 

8. If you see an unusual plant, insect or fish take a picture or get a sample and report it to your 

local Cooperative Extension office or DEC. 

If you would like more information on how to identify invasive species, please contact Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County for a copy of the Invasive Species Handbook. Quantities are 

limited. 
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