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Long Island Gold Medal
Plant Award Winners 2000
Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

Fothergilla gardenii (Dwarf Fothergilla) 
Native to the southeastern United States, this 
shrub grows in sun to part shade and prefers 
moist, well-drained organic soils. This slow 
growing plant, which attains a height of 2 to 
3 ft. and develops a rounded outline, can be 
impressive in small gardens. During late April to 
early May, beautiful, white, fragrant, bottlebrush-
shaped inflorescences are produced. The 
outstanding fall color is a brilliant yellow to orange 
and scarlet. This relatively pest and disease free 
plant can be utilized in a woodland situation, 
mixed border, mass planting or as a part of a 
foundation planting. Hardy in zones 5-8.

Microbiota decussata (Russian Arborvitae)
Russian arborvitae is an evergreen 
groundcover that makes a unique replacement 
for junipers. The pleasing green color changes 
in fall to bronzy purple. It will perform nicely in 
moist, well-drained soils to dry conditions in 
part shade to full sun locations. The prostrate 
growth will attain a height of about 12 to 
16 in. and will grow horizontally, from 8 to 
12 in. annually, to reach a spread of 12 ft. It 
also works nicely in a raised planter where it 
can weep over the sides. No known pests or 
diseases bother Russian arborvitae, unlike 
other coniferous groundcovers which can be 
plagued by tip blights. Hardy in zones 3-8.

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in 
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main 
goals of the program.

Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers, 
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer 
group of horticulture professionals.

For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal 
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee 
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Corylopsis pauciflora (Buttercup Winterhazel) 
With attractive, dark-green foliage that turns yellow in October, buttercup winterhazel is a delicate looking, 
deciduous shrub that flowers in April. Flowers bloom just before the leaves unfold. It grows in part shade 
in moist, acidic soil. Protect from high winds for the best results. Plants spread slowly by easily controlled 

suckers to 8 ft. wide and reach 6 ft. in height. 
It is wonderful for use in woodland situations 
and mixed with other ericaceous plants. Little 
maintenance is needed for this pest free and 
attractive shrub. Hardy in zones 6-8.

Stewartia pseudocamillia (Japanese Stewartia)
Japanese stewartia is a beautiful, deciduous tree. Its pyramidal 
shape grows into a small tree of 20 to 40 ft. in height, or can 
be trained as a large shrub. In July, many 3 in. diameter, white 
flowers with a decorative, yellow stamens appear. Grow it 
in sun in moist, organic rich, acid soils to achieve the best 
appearance. Terrific fall color, from orange to scarlet on leaves, 
gives way to expose gorgeous, exfoliating, dark brown and red 
bark. The Japanese stewartia is a solid performer that is pest 
resistant and needs little pruning. It’s a wonderful specimen 
tree. Hardy in zones 5-7.


