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Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main
goals of the program.
Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers,
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer
group of horticulture professionals.
For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee

Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
(Plumbago or Blue Leadwort)
This durable, deciduous groundcover can be used
for edging or at the front of the border. Bright
green foliage emerges late and can prevent weed
growth. Deep, gentian-blue flowers appear in
August or September. This carefree, long-flowering
plant has foliage that turns brilliant reddish bronze
in late September and persists through November.
Cut it back hard at the end of the season. Grow it
in full or partial sun locations in well-drained soil
that is high in organic matter. Because it emerges
late, interplant with early-flowering bulbs for best
results. It grows 8 to 12 in. tall with a 12 to 18 in.
spread. Hardy in zones 5-10.

Hydrangea anomala ssp. petiolaris
(Climbing Hydrangea)
While most hydrangeas are known as beautiful
summer blooming shrubs, climbing hydrangea offers
a different aesthetic and function as a climbing vine.
The glossy, green leaves emerge in spring followed
by pure white, lace cap flowers in early summer. This
vine will cling to walls, fences and large trees with tiny
hair-like roots. Although climbing hydrangea needs
time to establish, this elegant climber will be a great
addition to the garden. Climbing hydrangea is easy
to grow and prefers moist, organic, well-drained soil
and full sun or partial shade. It is rather pest free.
Hardy in zones 4-8.

Malus ‘Sugar Tyme®’ (Crabapple)
‘Sugar Tyme®’ is a highly disease-resistant
crabapple. This small tree reaches 18
ft. tall with a spread of 15 ft. at maturity.
It has profuse and slightly fragrant pink
flowers, attractive foliage, persistent red
fruit, and interesting, smooth bark which
adds appeal throughout the wintertime.
This multi-season specimen tree has
consistently good flowering and performs
best in sun. Sugar Tyme® crabapple is
tolerant of a wide range of soil conditions,
although it performs best in rich, welldrained soil.
Don’t prune it
in the spring as
this creates open
cuts susceptible
to fireblight
bacterium. Hardy
in zones 5-8.

Viburnum dilatatum ‘Erie’
(Linden Viburnum)
An adaptable shrub with a broad, rounded
growth habit, linden viburnum ‘Erie’ is medium
sized at maturity. It grows up to 10 ft. high with a
6 ft. spread. Use as a specimen, in shrub borders,
mass plantings, or even as a hedge. Creamywhite, late May or early June flowers, in flat
cymes, give way to red fall fruit, which turns coral
after frost, as dark-green, glistening foliage turns
yellow-orange to rust. The fruit attracts birds.
Plant two or more linden viburnum together, as
single plants don’t fruit well. Grow it in full sun in
moist soils. Hardy in zones 5-7.
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