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Long Island Gold Medal
Plant Award Winners 2003
Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

Clethra alnifolia ‘Compacta’  
(Compact Summersweet) 
This is a small growing, dense multi-stemmed 
shrub that grows to 4 to 5 ft. tall with a spread 
of 6 ft. A profusion of fragrant white flowers 
appear in July. Rich, dark-green foliage turns 
an attractive, yellow color in fall. It does best in 
partial shade in soils with adequate moisture 
but is tolerant of a wide range of conditions. It’s 
useful in a shade garden, seashore plantings, 
foundation plantings, and can be massed or 
used as a compliment to perennials in a mixed 
border. Hardy in zones 3-9.

Daphne x transatlantica ‘Jim’s Pride’ 
A wonderfully scented small shrub, ‘Jim’s Pride’ 
grows to about 4 ft. by 4 ft. Fragrant white 
flowers beginning in May cover the attractive, 
grey-green leaves, which generally remain 
throughout the year. Flowers will continue until 
frost and may sporadically appear during warm 
days of winter. It grows best in partial shade 
with excellent drainage. If you want to plant in 
an area with heavy clay, raise your plantings for 
optimal results. ‘Jim’s Pride’ would be an ideal 
plant for small gardens and edging. Hardy in 
zones 5-9. 

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in 
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main 
goals of the program.

Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers, 
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer 
group of horticulture professionals.

For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal 
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee 
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Thuja plicata (Western Red Cedar) 
The western red cedar is a dark-green, 
graceful, pyramidal conifer which 
provides good year round color. Its 
stature makes it an adaptable specimen 
plant, for use in a large hedge, and for 
mass planting and screening. It can also 
be used to replace hemlocks that have 
been decimated by wooly adelgid. For 
best results, plant it in sun or partial 
shade in moist, acidic soil, though it is 
tolerant of dense shade and alkaline 

soils as well. It grows at a moderate pace to reach 
50 to 70 ft. Hardy in zones 5-7.

Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn Bride’  
(Autumn Bride Alumroot)
‘Autumn Bride’ is a native perennial perfect for difficult, dry 
shade locations. It will tolerate sun but will also need ample 
moisture. The attractive, white-green, fuzzy leaves form a 
15 in. tall by 24 in. wide mound in decent conditions that is 
covered with wands of white flowers in September. Additional 
bloom can be encouraged by removing the stems of faded 
flowers. This plant can be utilized as a groundcover, edging or 
specimen plant and in woodland garden or massed. No major 
pest or disease problems pose a threat. Hardy in zones 3-8.


