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Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main
goals of the program.
Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers,
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer
group of horticulture professionals.
For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee

Hydrangea quercifolia (Oakleaf Hydrangea)
Oakleaf hydrangea is a dramatic, summer-flowering shrub with creamy, white, cone-shaped flowers up to 1 in.
long that age to purplish-pink. Deep-green, oak-leaf shaped leaves turn shades of red, orange and purple in
fall. Use as a specimen, in the shrub or mixed border, or on a woodland edge. Its mature size is about 8 ft. tall
and 10 ft. wide, though it could be kept smaller with pruning.
It will grow in part-shade but full sun produces the most
flowers and best fall color. On older plants, peeling crimson
bark adds winter interest. It does well in moist, well-drained,
fertile soil. Mulch around it to keep the root zone cool. Its
loose growing habit is well suited to naturalist gardens. Hardy
in zones 4-8.

Picea orientalis (Oriental Spruce)
This is a dense, graceful, narrow, pyramidal spruce with pendulous
branches, and short, ¼ to ½ in. needles that are very dark green and
shiny. Oriental spruce is an elegant evergreen tree for Long Island
landscapes that grows 50 to 60 ft. tall and from 2 to 25 ft. wide after
about 60 years, to 120 ft. ultimately with enough space. It is adaptable
to poor soils but make sure you water well until establishment. It has
few disease or insect problems. This is an attractive specimen tree for
any location and is superior to both Norway and white spruce. Hardy
in zones 4-8.

Prunus ‘Hally Jolivette’ (Cherry)
‘Hally Jolivette’ is a beautiful, small, flowering cherry
tree. This cherry grows fast and flowers profusely
even when young. The pink buds of the semidouble flowers start to open in late April through
early May. Flowers are light pink or white with a
deep red or purple center, and appear before the
leaves, providing continually opening blossoms
over a 10 to 20 day period. ‘Hally Jolivette’ is
densely branched yet finely textured. It may also
be grown as a multi-stemmed shrub, although this
form is rarely available. It is very cold-hardy and
stress tolerant for a cherry. Hardy in zones 5-8.

Waldsteinia ternata
(Siberian Barren-Strawberry)
Siberian barren-strawberry is a tough, vigorous,
mat forming, semi-evergreen groundcover. This
low growing plant reaches only 4 to 5 in. tall and
has shiny foliage that resembles a strawberry
plant. Saucer-shaped, bright yellow flowers
appear in late spring through early summer.
This plant thrives in humus-rich, acidic soil in
partial or full shade. It effectively competes with
weeds once established. It works well as a lawn
alternative or groundcover in a natural garden
and is deer resistant. Hardy in zones 4-7.
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