
Geranium x cantabrigiense ‘Biokovo’  
(Hardy Geranium) 
A low maintenance plant, hardy geranium spreads moderately 
fast to form a dense, compact groundcover that generally 
grows to 6 in. and occasionally to 12 in. tall. Plant on 12 in. 
centers or 6 in. for faster coverage. It gives better weed 
control than other geraniums and does not need to be cut 
down after flowering. Its glossy, green foliage turns reddish 
in fall. It is tolerant of some shade but produces even more 
flowers, which are white to light pink in color, in sun and part 
sun locations. Grow it in well-drained soils with moisture 
during growth. Hardy in zones 5-9.
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Long Island Gold Medal
Plant Award Winners 2008
Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

Clematis montana var. rubens  
(Pink Anemone Clematis)
This vigorous, disease-resistant vine grows 
from 20 to 30 ft. and develops many rosy-
pink, 2 to 2 ½ in., fragrant flowers from May 
into July. Even when flowering is done, 
seedheads left behind by the flowers ensure 
this vine still looks very beautiful in the winter 
months. Grow pink anemone clematis in 
organic soil with its roots in shade or mulched 
with its top growth in sun to part shade with 
good moisture during growth. Prune after 
flowering for shape and size. Use it on fences 
or other sturdy supports. Hardy in zones 4-9.

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in 
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main 
goals of the program.

Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers, 
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer 
group of horticulture professionals.

For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal 
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension is funded in part by Suffolk County through the office of the County Executive and the County Legislature.

Viburnum x burkwoodii ‘Conoy’ 
(Burkwood Viburnum) 
A terrific, pest-resistant, dwarf, evergreen 
shrub, ‘Conoy’ has flat, creamy white May 
flowers that are fragrant. It’s dense and 
rounded, growing to 4 ft. tall and 7 ft. wide. 
Grow it in sun to part shade locations in 
well-drained, alkaline soil. Mature plants are 
well able to withstand drought. The best 
fruiting, which is reddish-purple in color, 
for birds occurs if it’s planted in groups or 
as a hedge but it’s also a good specimen 
or foundation planting. Keep in mind that 
pruning spent flowers will prevent summer 
fruit display. No major insect or disease 
problems pose a threat. Hardy in zones 5-8. 

Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’  
(Japanese Tree Lilac) 
The Japanese tree lilac is a delightful, rounded, small 
tree or shrub that grows to 20 to 25 ft. and has dark-
green foliage and large clusters of creamy, white flowers 
in June. It grows best in organic, moist soil in full sun 
with good air movement. It can also grow in urban 
environments. Prune it to shape after flowering. This 
terrific tree should be used more as a street tree, small 
specimen, or in a group. It’s also good near buildings or 
for property line screening. This lilac has resistance to 
major pests of other lilacs, such as borers and powdery 
mildew. Hardy in zones 3-7. 


