
Lonicera sempervirens (Trumpet Honeysuckle)
Trumpet honeysuckle is a Long Island native vine that 
twines around suitable supports to reach a height of 12 
to 15 ft. tall with leathery, blue-green leaves that shimmer 
silver underneath. Flowering typically commences by 
Memorial Day and continues in waves through Halloween. 
The tubular flowers are held in bunches and colored a 
brilliant coral on the outside with contrasting yellow-orange 
throats. Native ruby throated hummingbirds flock to these 
blooms and songbirds follow to consume red berries late 
in the season. Trumpet honeysuckle is tolerant of variable 
light and soil conditions with best performance in sun and 
rich, moist soil. Hardy in zones 4-9.
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Long Island Gold Medal
Plant Award Winners 2010
Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

Magnolia ‘Galaxy’ (Magnolia) 
Blooming in late April before leaf-emergence, this hybrid 
tree from the US National Arboretum is graced with a 
profusion of dark, reddish/purple to pink goblet-shaped 
blooms. As it flowers a bit later than most deciduous 
magnolias, ‘Galaxy’ escapes potential frost damage 
of early spring that is often witnessed by others. The 
upright growth and branching habit of this hybrid occurs 
early in the tree’s life. It attains a height of 25 to 30 ft. and 
a width by half that amount. Though the tree may sucker 
at a young age, if these are periodically removed, Galaxy 
will develop into a beautiful specimen for the average 
home landscape. It is pest and disease-resistant. Hardy 
in zones 5-9.

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in 
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main 
goals of the program.

Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers, 
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer 
group of horticulture professionals.

For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal 
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee 
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Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ 
(Sage)
The long-blooming ‘Caradonna’ 
is a must-have perennial salvia for 
your garden. Dark purple flower 
spikes begin to flower in June and 
offer flowers through September, 
especially if spent flowers are cut. 
It’s easily grown in full sun to part 
shade. ‘Cardonna’ thrives in Long 
Island’s sandy loam soils. Other soil 
types will do fine, but good drainage 
is required. Deer rarely browse it 
because it’s easy to divide and has 
aromatic foliage. It pairs beautifully 
with ornamental grasses in a 
perennial border. Hardy in zones 4-8.

Styrax japonicas ‘Emerald Pagoda’  
(Japanese Snowbell) 
Japanese snowbell is an upright, somewhat columnar, 
slow growing, specimen tree that reaches 10 ft. tall by 
8 ft. in 10 years, and 20 to 30 ft. tall by 20 ft. wide at 
maturity. Bell shaped, 1 in., downward facing, slightly 
fragrant, May flowers are set off by dark-green, leathery 
leaves. It can be grown as a specimen or woodland 
understory tree. Japanese snowbell grows well in sun to 
part shade in organic, moist, yet well-drained soils but 
may need water in a dry summer. It has a good yellow 
fall color. Hardy zones 6-9.


