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Growing a greener Long Island since 1999

The mission of the Gold Medal Plant Program is to identify and promote exceptional ornamental plants that will thrive in
the Long Island home landscape. Increased public education and awareness of sustainable plant selections are the main
goals of the program.
Four award-winning plants are selected each year, which may include trees, shrubs, perennials, vines, groundcovers,
grasses, or annuals. Gold Medal Plant Winners are identified by the Plant Selection Committee, which is a volunteer
group of horticulture professionals.
For pictures and detailed information please visit our website at www.ccesuffolk.org. The Long Island Gold Medal
Program link is listed under the Gardening tab. And for robust plant conversations, find us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LongIslandGoldMedalPlantCommittee

Baptisia australis (Blue False Indigo)
Blue false indigo is an attractive perennial plant
blooming for a month in mid spring with blue flowers—a
hard to beat combination. The plant develops into a
substantial 4 ft. tall bush rather quickly, maintaining its
uniqueness in the landscape until frost. Use it as a spring
specimen, in the mixed border or as a backdrop. The
texture is medium to fine with lovely blue-green leaves
in groups of three. Its black seed pods are 2 ½ in. and
ornamental. Blue false indigo grows best in full sun with
average soil. It should be relatively free of pests. Older
plants will develop large clumps in the garden and can
be divided after leaf fall and through winter. The stems
and seeds have toxic properties. Hardy in zones 3-9.

Carpinus betulus ‘Frans Fontaine’
(Common Hornbeam)
‘Franks Fontaine’ is an excellent shade tree selected for its sleek, narrow
growing form. A mature tree grows to 40 to 50 ft. tall and only 20 ft. wide.
This tree does not lose its columnar form with age. It has dark green dense
foliage that makes it excellent for use as an accent, specimen or for hedging.
Hornbeams are drought tolerant, insect and disease resistant and are extremely
hardy. They grow best in full sun and are also deer resistant. Hardy in zones 4-8.

Cornus mas ‘Golden Glory’
(Cornelian Cherry Dogwood)
Decidedly shrubby in its youth, ‘Golden Glory’ develops a more arboreal
presence with age to 20 to 25 ft. tall. The upright stems are coated in
early spring with bright yellow blooms that create a sunny haze. Red fruit
dangle like cherries in early fall. In the interim
this Eurasian native tree features clean, darkgreen foliage that may color well in autumn.
Gently peeling bark in shades of brown and
rust complete its multi-season appeal. ‘Golden
Glory’ may be employed wherever a small tree
is needed. All that is required is full sun to light
shade and well-drained soil. After establishment
the plant is notable for good drought tolerance
and overall toughness. Hardy in zones 4-8.

Sedum spurium ‘John Creech’
(John Creech Two Row Stonecrop)
‘John Creech’ is a very low-growing,
evergreen groundcover. At only 2 in. tall,
this sedum will quickly spread to 18 in. wide
or more, rooting at nodes along the ground.
Small, succulent leaves are tinged bluegreen, and tiny, rosy pink flowers appear
in the late summer and early fall. This
creeper is quite versatile and can be used
in rock gardens, for green roofs, between
stepping stones, and in low-maintenance
gardens. ‘John Creech’ has been tested and
ranks among the best groundcovers for its
ability to suppress weeds on Long Island.
Grow it in full sun and in soil with excellent
drainage. Once established, it is heat and
drought-tolerant and requires no fertilizer.
Hardy in zones 3-8.
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