
How do pets cross the border? 

Did you know that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and other government 

agencies may have regulations that apply to your pet travelling with you from Canada into the 

US??  USDA’s primary focus is livestock and poultry, including pet livestock and pet birds, but 

USDA or other government agency requirements also apply to common (and not-so-common!) 

pet animal species.    

Prior to travelling from Canada to the US with a pet animal, check with your local veterinarian 

for any relevant requirements.  You can also visit the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service’s (APHIS) pet travel website (www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pet-travel/).  It is an 

excellent resource!   

Here are some helpful tips if you are travelling from Canada with a pet: 

Dogs—Dogs entering the United States require an up-to-date rabies vaccination certificate.  If 

your dog/puppy just received their rabies vaccination for the first time, you must wait 30 days 

for the vaccine to be effective before bringing them into the United States.  The state or local 

government of your destination may have additional requirements, and you should check with 

them. 

Cats—Proof of rabies vaccination is not required for cats entering the US from Canada.  The 

state or local government of your destination may have additional requirements, and you 

should check with them. 

Birds—are somewhat more complicated! I suggest talking with your local veterinarian, using 

the USDA APHIS website, or calling an APHIS port veterinarian at the Alexandria Bay Port.  A 

veterinary inspection at the border crossing is a minimum requirement for ALL birds entering 

the United States from Canada, appointment required.  This includes common parakeets, 

finches and cockatiels, and peach faced lovebirds.  Other exotic birds require permits/clearance 

from Fish and Wildlife Service, which is not available at the Alexandria Bay Port.  Some pet birds 

are regulated as poultry (including ducks, doves, pigeons, etc.) and must have federally 

endorsed health certificates. 

If you have a pet that is not one of these common species – especially if it’s something that 

could be considered livestock, such as a pot-bellied pig – please call an APHIS port veterinarian 

at the Alexandria Bay port. 

Please call 315-482-2601 if you still have any questions about pet travel from Canada—thank 

you! 
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