
What is world milk day and why is it celebrated? 

World Milk Day is celebrated worldwide on June 1st and in the United States it serves as a kick 

off to June, which is Dairy Month. World Milk Day was established in 2001 by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to recognize the importance of milk as a global 

food. The day is intended to provide an opportunity to bring attention to activities that are 

connected with the dairy sector, ranging from animal care, environmental practices, harvesting 

of milk, processing, and most important, consumption of all the delicious end products! Around 

the world, consumers and dairy farmers use the day to “raise a glass” of dairy goodness and 

celebrate milk and the dairy industry. World Milk Day aims to celebrate the important 

contributions of the dairy sector to their local communities as well as worldwide. These 

contributions include: good food, health and nutrition, farmers caring responsibly for their 

communities, the land and their animals, and how dairy contributes to economic development 

and livelihoods. In 2017, World Milk Day celebrations lasted over 42 hours around the world 

with 588 events in 80 countries reaching 402 million impressions on #WorldMilkDay and a total 

of 625 million impressions for the month of May on social media. The Day started on June 1, 

2017, with dairy farmers raising their glass of milk at sunrise in New Zealand and ended with 

the sunset in Hawaii. Milk and all dairy products were celebrated by farmers, staff, families, 

chefs, nutritionists, doctors, academics, and politicians raising their glasses to the benefits of 

milk in their lives.  

How can you be a part of the 2018 celebration? Raise a glass of milk (chocolate milk counts too) 

with your friends and family and share a picture on social media and use @WorldMilkDay and 

#WorldMilkDayWorld. World Milk Day events include open houses at dairy farms, milk 

donations to schools, contributions to food banks, photo contests, sports competitions, fairs, 

dance shows, parties, nutrition conferences, tastings, exhibitions, food carts, and milk bars. 

These activities are organized by thousands of people, dairy farmers, cooperatives, national 

dairy associations, schools, and nutrition groups. In the North County, we will be celebrating 

milk and the dairy industry throughout the month of June with many activities. The Jefferson 

County Dairy Festival and Parade is June 1st, the St. Lawrence County Dairy Princess Parade is 

June 2nd, Sundaes at the Farm is June 10th in Franklin County, and Day on the Farm is June 16th 

at North Harbor Dairy in Sackets Harbor. All these events help showcase our dedicated farmers, 

celebrate the dairy industry and all of its contributions to the community and allow you, the 

consumers, to see first-hand where your milk is coming from. If World Milk Day and Dairy 

month don’t get you excited, don’t worry, July is National Ice Cream month and that sounds 

DELICIOUS! 
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