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Upcoming Events 

SAVE THE DATE 
Friday July 20th Composting Livestock Mortalities.  

details in July Farm Flash 

Herb & Flower Festival 
22nd Annual Herb & Flower Festival,  

Saturday, June 16, 2018 from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.  
Come and wander through the Parker F. Scripture Botanical 
Gardens among the blooms and abundant plants for sale.   

The event is held at the Oneida County Farm & Home Center 
121 Second Street, Oriskany, NY 13424.   

This annual event is sponsored by the Oneida County Master 
Gardener Volunteers.  The Botanical Gardens showcase new 

gardening ideas from Raised Beds to All- American Selections 
Plant selections. A Butterfly house and Nature Trail give great 

fun and knowledge about nature for families.   
A nominal donation is taken at the entrance gates of $4.00 

which helps to support the gardens 

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older, 

The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you get screenings for, 
breast cervical or colon cancer.  Call 315-798-5248 for more information. 

Farm Flash can be viewed in color on our website: 
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

If you would like to be taken off our mailing list and just view online,  
please call 315-736-3394 x124  

Seasonal Reminder: Check Yourself and Others for Ticks! 
Warm weather has finally arrived, and with it comes longer days, 
increased field work, and the return of annoying pests. Ticks are 
plentiful and well-known for causing Lyme disease and Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever. In more recent news, the Lone Star tick can 
cause humans to experience an allergic reaction to red meat. After 
fixing fences or walking pastures, take the time to check yourselves 
for ticks. Get in the habit of inspecting yourself right away, as it can 
take as little as 24 hours for a tick to transmit a disease. If you find 
a tick on your body, don’t panic. Get a pair of tweezers and grab the 
tick as close to the skin as possible (this will ensure that you remove 
the entire tick) and pull straight out using constant pressure. Avoid 
using alcohol, petroleum jelly, or attempting to burn the tick off. This 
may cause further irritation to the tick and to your body.  
For more detailed information on dealing with ticks please visit:  
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/ticks.  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/ticks


What is New York State Grown & Certified? 
New York State Grown & Certified is the first 
statewide, multi-faceted food certification program 
designed to strengthen consumer confidence in New 
York products, address food product labeling, and 
assist New York farmers so they can take advantage 
of the growing market demand for foods locally grown 
and produced to a higher standard. New York State 
Grown & Certified is open to New York producers who 

adhere to the best practices in safe food handling and environmental 
stewardship. It is currently available to New York State producers or 
processors (fruits and vegetables, livestock, farmed shellfish, Christmas 
trees, nursery crops, dairy and egg) who are participating in Agricultural 
Environmental Management (AEM) plans and complete third-party food 
safety or safe food handling program with annual on-site audits. 

New York State Grown and Certified Producers' Grant Program 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets has awarded 
funding for the NYS Grown & Certified Agricultural Producers’ Grant 
Program. This funding opportunities is to assist producers to meet the 
obligations to become or stay in the NYS Grown & Certified program. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County was chosen as the 
administrator of these funds for the following counties of Herkimer, 
Fulton/Montgomery, Delaware, Schoharie/Otsego, and Oneida. Oneida 
County and its evaluation team will be responsible for accepting and 
evaluating project proposals in the region.  
To learn more about New York State Grown & Certified go to https://
certified.ny.gov/  or contact us at CCE Oneida County at 315-736-3394 
ext 124 to find more details on the funding opportunity.  

https://certified.ny.gov/
https://certified.ny.gov/


Tues July 24 
9 AM 
Noon 
7 PM 

 
Oneida Country Holstein Show (Show Tent) 
4-H Dairy Cattle, Swine, Sheep and Goats must be in place 
Parade 

Wed July 25 
9 AM 

 
5 PM 

 
7 PM 

 
English & Dressage Horse Show (Infield Horse Arena) 
4-H Dairy Show Fitting & Showmanship and 4-H Junior Animal Dairy 
Show (Show Tent) 
4-H Sheep Show 
Ask Me Tour ( meet at Show Tent) 
Barnyard Olympics  (Show Tent) 

Thurs July 26 
9 AM 
9 AM 

10 AM 
1 PM 
3 PM 
5 PM 
7 PM 

 
4-H Western Horse Show (Infield Horse Arena) 
4--H Swine Show 
4-H Rabbits/Cavies Show (Show Tent) 
Livestock Skill-A-Thon/ Dairy Challenge 
4– H Poultry Show (Show Tent) 
Ask Me Tour (meet at Show Tent) 
Costume Class 

Fri July 27 
9 AM 
9 AM 
5 PM 
6 PM 
7 PM 

PINK OUT DAY—IN HONOR OF BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
4-H  Horse Show Gymkhana Division (Infield Horse Arena) 
4-H (Senior Animal) and Open Dairy Show (Show Tent) 
Ask Me Your (meet at Show Tent) 
4-H Dog Show (Show Tent) 
Open Class Dairy Cattle Released at 7 pm–must be gone by Saturday 
8:00 am if leaving Friday 

Sat July 28 
9 AM 

10 AM 
 

4 PM 
5 PM 

 
4-H Goat Showmanship (Show Tent) 
Open & 4-H Goat Show (Show Tent) 
Open Class Beef Cattle must be in place 
4-H Beef Showmanship  (Show Tent) 
Supreme Showman Contest (Show Tent) 
Ask Me Tour (meet at Show Tent) 

Sun July 29 
9 AM 
Noon 

 
Country Church Service (Show Tent) 
Open and 4-H Beef Show (Show Tent) 
Dairymen’s Potluck Picnic and Awards ( Dairy Barn) 

TENATIVE 

2018 Oneida County 4-H Fair Schedule of 4-H Events 

HEADS UP!  
Due to time constraints the 2018 Boonville Fair 4-H Animal and Livestock entries 

(Not Horse) will be due June 15th. Thank you for being understanding! 



Preparation for breeding season—plan now 
By Michael J. Baker, PAS, PhD, Beef Cattle Extension Specialist 

When Double Dipping is Encouraged: Avoiding Navel Ill/Joint Ill in Calves 
By Marylynn Collins 

1. Vaccinating cows and calves for IBR, BVD, BRSV, PI3, Leptospirosis,  
and clostridia is an important part of an effective herd health program. 
Consult with your veterinarian about when to vaccinate and using 
modified live vaccines on open cows prior to breeding your cowherd. 

2. Don’t forget the bulls. They can easily transmit disease. Doing a 
Breeding Soundness Exam on your bull(s) should be part of prepping  
for the breeding season. This is an opportunity to vaccinate the bulls. 

3. DO NOT VACCINATE OR DE-WORM 30 DAYS PRIOR TO BREEDING 
SEASON. THIS CAN RESULT IN LOWER CONCEPTION RATE. 

4. If you use A.I. order semen and check your equipment. Be sure 
breeding corral is in working order. 

5. If breeding naturally, make sure you have enough bulls: 10-15 cows  
per yearling bull; 20-25 cows per 2-year old bull; 30-35 cows per 
mature bull. 

6. Have phosphorous source in the form of free-choice mineral mix; 
phosphorous is important for maximum fertility. 

7. Yearling British heifers should weigh a minimum of 700 lbs. and 
continental heifers a minimum of 750 lbs. before being bred. 

8. If lactating cows are thin and not cycling, feed more energy. Breed 
heifers one heat period before the cows. This provides extra time for 
heifers to recover to calve with the cowherd the following year. 

9. The breeding season should last no more than 60 days. Make plans for 
keeping bull separate before and after the 60 day breeding season. 

(Thanks to Dr. Dave Wilson, DVM for suggesting this timely tip and input to the article). 

It is a well-known practice to dip the wet navel of a newborn calf in a 
tincture of iodine shortly after birth. Completely coating the umbilical area 
with iodine at birth blocks bacteria from entering the body cavity and, if 
using a product with alcohol, will dry the area more rapidly. 
Recommendations are to repeat this process 12-18 hours after the initial 
application. If once is good, twice must be better. Resist the urge to use 
the teat dip containing iodine as your navel dip. Teat dips often contain 
emollients that don’t act as a drying agent like alcohol can. While DEA 
regulations have made it somewhat difficult to get your hands on a true 
tincture of iodine (formulations containing 7% or more) there are several 
products on the market that are still effective at preventing navel ill in 
your calves, including: 

 Triodine 7: 7% iodine level. Pricey at $68.50/gallon, plus a hazardous 
shipping fee of $33.00 

 Navel Guard: Contains no iodine, but does contain alcohol, $30.54/
gallon 

 Super 7+ Navel Dip: no iodine or alcohol $51.52 

 Vetericyn: Geared for use in organic production 

 These products were sourced from the Animart online catalog. Price 
check your local dairy supply distributer and choose a product that 
best fits your budget.  
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Livestock Notes and Notables 
by Marylynn Collins 

Sheep and Goat producers:  

 USDA is no longer providing free plastic ear tags to sheep and goat 
producers. Metal tags will still be provided free of charge. Plastic tags 
will still be available for purchase.  For more information on official 
scrapie identification and how to purchase the plastic tags, please 
visit https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animalhealth/scrapie-tags  
or call 1-866-USDA-TAG. 

 Potential advancement in controlling Barberpole worm might be 
coming to the USA. Duddingtonia flagrans is a naturally occurring 
fungus that may become available as a feed additive and initial 
studies show it could greatly reduce parasitic loads in sheep, goats, 
cattle and horses. Keep informed by visiting this website: https://
www.duddingtonia.com/ 

Livestock Processing Tips: Communication is Key 
Courteous, timely, and frequent communication goes a long way towards 
fostering the relationship between farmer and processor.  

 Don’t delay in making your processing appointments. Plan and book 
your appointments with your butcher at least 6 months out. 
Scheduling a full 12 months ahead will ensure you get the dates you 
and your customers need. 

 Scheduled more appointments than you actually need? Communicate 
that to the butcher well in advance. With so few USDA processors in 
our county, waiting lists are not unheard of. Let them know if you no 
longer need an appointment so they have time to fill it with another 
customer. They will appreciate the advanced notice. 

 Are your customers responsible for selecting their cuts of beef, pork, 
lamb, etc.? Communicate to them the deadline for having their cut 
list in to the butcher. Place a phone call, email or text reminder to 
them 3 to 5 days ahead of cut day. USDA inspected processors are 
paying by the hour. When it’s go time, don’t make your butcher 
chase down the owner’s cut list. 

Pastured Poultry Resources:  
Since our Introduction to Pastured Poultry discussion in March, I have 
been keeping my eyes and ears open to additional resources that may 
come in handy for those of you pursuing this interest. Check these out:  

 Facebook Fan? Search Pastured Poultry. Great discussion, pictures 
and recommendations on a variety of poultry topics. Housing 
structures, brooder set ups, nutrition, and processing experiences 
are often highlighted. I find the pictures very useful as a beginner 
with minimal experience. 

 On Farm Poultry Slaughtering Resource: Cornell Small Farms 
Resource located at http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/guides/
on-farm-poultry-slaughter-guidelines/.  

 Pastured Poultry Pod Casts: http://pasturedpoultrytalk.com/
category/podcast/. A series of pod casts following the trials and 
tribulations of raising poultry.  

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animalhealth/scrapie-tags
https://www.duddingtonia.com/
https://www.duddingtonia.com/
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/guides/on-farm-poultry-slaughter-guidelines/
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/resources/guides/on-farm-poultry-slaughter-guidelines/
https://cceuc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3063d3062ebce96de3033f237&id=bf70afee0b&e=6ab25a5aee
https://cceuc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3063d3062ebce96de3033f237&id=bf70afee0b&e=6ab25a5aee
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A Growing-Degree-Day Calculator Makes Sense 
Submitted by Mary Wrege 

The Growing Degree Day (GDD) calculator is one of the many tools 
available on the Cornell’s Climate Smart Farming (CSF) website.  
Why is this tool needed? 
The Growing Degree Day (GDD) calculator measures heat accumulation 
to help agricultural producers predict when a crop will reach important 
developmental stages. It can also be used to help predict potential pest 
and disease threats. At this time, the GDD tool uses a threshold that 
was originally optimized for corn production, but it can be suitable for 
other agronomic crops as well. 
How does this tool work? 
 This tool plots Growing Degree Days (GDD), also called Growing 
Degree Units (GDUs), which measure heat accumulation in order to 
predict plant and insect development. In a stress-free environment, the 
development rate of a plant is dependent on temperature. Using the 
expected temperature of the summer season based on previous years, 
this tool can help predict the best days to plant, harvest, and fertilize. 
 GDDs are calculated by taking the average of the daily 
maximum temperature and minimum temperature, and then 
subtracting a base temperature. The base temperature is the lowest 
temperature at which a crop will grow. For corn and many other crops, 
this is 50°F, and is the base that the tool uses.  On days when the 
average temperature is below 50°F, the GDD value is set to zero. Most 
crops also have a maximum temperature above which growth slows. 
This temperature is usually approximately 86°F. In computing these 
degree days, maximum temperatures above 86°F are set to 86 and 
minimum temperatures below 50°F are set to 50. Typically the 86/50 
method is used to assess crop development, particularly corn, while the 
use of only the 50° base temperature is used to track pest appearance. 
Producers can use this tool to: 
1.  Make the best selection of crop varieties, optimize planting and 
harvesting times, etc.  
2.  Respond to sudden changes. If unpredictable weather (e.g. heavy 
rains) occurs, producers may alter planting schedules, seed varieties, 
etc. 
3.  Assess how a particular season compares to historical or future 
seasons given climate change. 

How is Cornell’s CSF GDD Calculator different from others? 
This calculator uses a moving 15-year average of the most recent 15 
years to make predictions, and is updated each year to include the 
most recent data. Other GDD tools use a fixed 30-year average to 
make calculations, as opposed to the moving 15-year average, which 
allows the tool to make predictions that might better align with the 
changing climate and bring you more up to date information to improve 
your crop yields. 
Please note that this tool only covers the Northeastern United States. 
Reference:  Climate Smart Farming website, CSF Growing Degree Day 
Calculator 

https://climateinstitute.cals.cornell.edu/climate-smart-farming-2/
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/


Run Tractors and Other Diesel Engines at Peak Performance 
Submitted by Mary Wrege 

 With Oneida County farmers finally out in the field, keeping 
close track of your tractors will help save money by improving 
efficiency and keeping things running smoothly at those critical 
and non-critical times. Dan Ciolkosz, P.E., at Penn State, provided 
suggestions to keep your equipment in good working order. I ’ve 
had the pleasure of knowing Dan through my work in the 
bioenergy field and I always reach out to my engineering friends 
for guidance. With fuel prices creeping up again these past few 
months, it’s important to look to the details to save time and 
money. 
 Achieving and maintaining peak performance of your 
engines will result in many benefits such as high fuel efficiency, 
reduced maintenance expenses, reduced downtime, and extended 
life. Tractors and other diesel engines on the farm require 
considerably less fuel if properly operated and maintained. The 
following are strategies for achieving peak performance: 
Check fuel injectors 
Dirty fuel injectors can cause inefficient fuel combustion and some 
loss of power. Clean the injectors if you see black smoke coming 
from the exhaust. Use a fuel injector additive on a periodic basis for 
minor cleaning. 
Service air cleaners 
Dirty air cleaners restrict the flow of air needed for fuel combustion. 
The air required for burning just one gallon of #2 diesel fuel is 
approximately 1,300 cubic feet, which is about 10,000 gallons of 
air! Restricting the airflow means the fuel-air mixture contains 
excess fuel, resulting in less available power, increased fuel 
consumption, and noxious emissions from the engine. Check the 
airflow indicator found on most air cleaners to see if there is a 
problem. Black exhaust smoke is another indicator that your engine 
is not getting enough air for complete combustion. 

Keep your fuel system clean 
Replace the fuel filters as often as necessary. Fuel filters on diesel 
engines are more critical than those on gasoline engines because 
dirt or other small particles can ruin the fuel injector systems. If 
fuel filters are generally dirty after 200 hours of operation (for 
example), then replace the fuel filters more frequently. Examine the  

https://extension-ssl-45413.nexcesscdn.net/media/wysiwyg/extensions/catalog_product/3a058c3998aa4f82ab50d49aa96dc610/filter595a27965c36d.jpeg


old fuel filter when you replace it. Cut it in half. Does it feel slippery 
and slimy? Check if algae or Check if algae or other contaminants are 
present in the filter. Show the fuel filter to your fuel supplier to get 
recommendations. Servicing fuel filters and air cleaners on a frequent 
basis is very cheap insurance.  
Use the proper viscosity of motor oil 
Oils that are too thick (high viscosity) decrease power and lubrication 
and increase fuel consumption. Oils that are too thin (low viscosity) 
do not provide the protection needed in the engine and drive train. 
Use the right size tractor for the job 
Certainly, you don't want to use a 200-horsepower tractor for 
trimming the grass along the driveway. It would be just as silly to try 
to use a 30-horsepower tractor to pull a four-bottom plow through 
heavy clay soils. 
Operate tractors in higher speed gears and lower throttle 
settings 
Most tractors are seldom operated at conditions when the total power 
capacity of the tractor is required. Therefore, when the drawbar loads 
are reduced, shift to a higher gear and reduce the throttle setting to 
get the desired forward speed. Operating tractors in low gears at high 
engine speeds results in increases in fuel consumption and wear on 
the drive train. You can do the "shift up-throttle down" routine 
manually. Many of the newer tractors have the option for infinitely or 
continuously variable transmissions to achieve greater fuel efficiency 
without the need for manual adjustments. 
Use proper ballast 
Farm tractors are designed to be operated with additional weight, or 
ballast, when pulling heavy loads to reduce wheel slip. Insufficient 
ballast can cause excessive wheel slip and increased fuel 
consumption. Drive wheel slip should be no more than about 10 
percent for optimum efficiency. Some slip is desirable under heavy 
loads to reduce the wear and tear on the tractor's drive train. 
Check tire pressures frequently 
During periods of heavy use, check tires on a weekly basis for proper 
inflation. Don't wait until the tires look low or flat. Tire pressure that 
is just 4 psi (pounds per square inch) low can result in an 8 percent 
increase in fuel consumption. 
Replace drive tires that have excessive wear 
Worn tires cause an increase in fuel consumption because of increased 
wheel slip resulting from poor traction. A radial-ply drive tire has 
more flex in the sidewall of the tire, which can increase traction when 
compared to the same sized bias-ply tire. Although radial tires are 
more expensive, they outperform bias tires because of their unique 
design features. 
Practice conservation tillage 
The big advantage of reduced-till, low-till, or no-till systems is that 
you are reducing the number of tractor passes through the field, 
thereby reducing fuel consumption, soil compaction, and soil erosion. 
But you need to be aware of the increased expenses for chemicals. 
Keep all ground-engaging tools sharp 
Tools such as plowshares, coulters, and chisels must be kept sharp  
to maintain fuel efficiency, speed through the field, and overall 
equipment performance. Sharpen the tools on an as-needed basis  
and replace the worn-out parts when necessary. 
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Shut off diesel engines  
rather than idling for long periods 
New studies show that significant fuel savings can be realized by 
not idling diesel engines for more than ten minutes. 
Consider fuel additives 
You may need to treat your fuel with an algaecide if you notice 
an algae problem when replacing fuel filters. An algaecide 
additive is more likely needed during warm weather. You may 
also need an additive during cold weather for easier starts. 
Before pouring any additives into your fuel storage tank, check 
with your fuel supplier to learn what additives have already been 
provided when your fuel was delivered. 
Limit fuel storage to no more than six months. Fuel stored 
longer than six months (either in the engine's fuel tank or in 
your on-farm storage tank) loses stability and develops 
varnishes. If longer storage becomes necessary for whatever 
reason, ask your fuel supplier about a stability additive. 
Make sure fuel storage tanks on the farm meet local, 
state, and federal regulations 
These regulations have been enacted to address minimizing the 
danger of fire and reducing the risk of environmental 
contamination because of spills and leakage. 
Refer to your operator's manual 
The manual contains critically important information such as 
proper oil viscosity, tire inflation pressures, ballasting, trouble-
shooting tips, and recommended maintenance intervals. 
Whenever we are able to reduce energy consumption, we are 
able to improve the quality of our environment because less 
electricity needs to be generated and less petroleum needs to be 
imported and refined. 
Reference https://extension.psu.edu/run-tractors-and-other-
diesel-engines-at-peak-performance 

https://extension.psu.edu/run-tractors-and-other-diesel-engines-at-peak-performance
https://extension.psu.edu/run-tractors-and-other-diesel-engines-at-peak-performance


Diversifying a Dairy Farm: First Steps to Making the Switch  
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 
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In my ten years as a Farm Business Management Educator, I’ve 
encountered my share of challenges. For all my years of business and 
financial expertise, I had little understanding of the demanding and 
endless work of a dairy producer, or the complexity of melding family 
with business. I discovered dairy producers are dedicated, passionate, 
resourceful, and value the land. Through the years I have learned to 
consider the whole picture, transforming the way I share my knowledge 
and skills with producers with respect to where they are mentally, 
financially, and emotionally.  

The obstacles I have confronted throughout my career do not 
compare to the great strain our dairy producers are experiencing. In 
the face of low milk prices, increased regulations, and loss of milk 
markets, what can I offer in terms of support?   

In times like these, the future is uncertain. Many dairy producers 
must ask hard questions. What future is there in producing surplus 
milk? Is there an alternative enterprise that I can pursue with my 
existing resources? For producers looking to make the switch to a 
different product, there are a few best-practices for getting started.  

The first step in changing an enterprise is research the industry. 
Once you have an idea of what products you are interested in, you can 
ask yourself: Do I understand the market? Do I have the land capacity? 
Who are my local competitors? What is my level of expertise and 
available agronomic and machinery resources?  

Missouri has a great example of a public hub https://
tinyurl.com/ycg4qx27 for researching and sharing information about a 
diverse mix of cover crops, bioenergy crops, specialty crops, and other 
alternative crops. This is just one of many resources available to you to 
help you answer your research questions.  

Another consideration is to supplement dairy farm income with 
an off-farm job. Consider contracting out your skills and equipment. 
During slow times, a skid-steer and backhoes could be used for 
excavation projects. If you are comfortable repairing equipment, there 
could be an opportunity to repair farming and construction equipment.  

While I do not have the answers to the current predicament 
facing our dairy producers, I can say with certainty that the entire Ag 
Team and I are available to encourage and support you and your 
family, even if all we can offer is a listening ear.   
 
References 
Successful Farming at Agriculture.com https://www.agriculture.com/
news?page=1  
USDA, Agriculture Opportunities in Missouri, public hub 
https://www.communitycommons.org/groups/alternative-crops-project-
afri/ 

https://tinyurl.com/ycg4qx27
https://tinyurl.com/ycg4qx27


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Keep  on the lookout for these  
herbicide resistant weeds: 
 
 
                 Marestail 

Palmer Amaranth 
invasion of soybean field. photo Ohio State Univ. 

Marestail is a summer or w inter annual that can grow  4-6 ft tall. 
It starts as a whorl of leaves close to the ground as in the picture 
above left.  Can over winter like that and then bolt in the spring, 
picture above right. It is important to know that there are variants 
now that are resistant to glyphosate as well as ALS  and PPO type 
herbicides. The other important characteristic is that each plant can 
produce 200,000 seeds. 

Two other glyphosate resistant weeds  to watch out for are in the 
pigweed family. One is water hemp, it has narrow lance shaped leaves 
unlike the egg shaped leaves of our common red root pigweed.  The 
stems and leaves  of both water hemp and palmer amaranth have few 
hairs  which helps distinguish them from their hairy cousins: redroot 
pigweed, smooth pigweed and powell amaranth.  Also powell amaranth 
and common water hemp have much longer seed heads then red root 
and smooth pigweed.  



The final glyphosate resistant weed 
to be on the watch for is  
giant ragweed which has   
“hand “shaped leaves with 3-5 lobes 
and grows to 10-16 ft tall.  
It germinates a little later in the 
season  
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Black cutworm and armyworm moths prefer to lay their 
eggs on grasses.   
We have  monitoring traps in Kirkland, Cassville and Augusta  each 
located near a field with a small grain cover crop to be planted to corn. 
As of this date 5-14-2018  we have not caught a single moth in our 
traps. Some CCE staff in western NY have counted 5-9  black cutworm 
in traps.  Look for  cut plants and ragged leaves  in corn fields where 
there was a small grain cover or grass weeds.  

Slug damage may also become more common place as we move 
toward more no-till production of crops. The picture below shows 
typical foliar feeding damage caused by slugs.  Slugs can cause 
significant damage if planting is delayed and  there is poor closing of 
the seed slot  and exposed corn seed.  



We may also see leaf purpling  if cold weather and dry soil conditions 
persist. Phosphorus uptake  by corn plants is accomplished by root 
contact. If root growth is restricted  by inclement weather so also will 
be phosphorus uptake resulting in  a temporary deficiency that will be 
corrected when  weather conditions improve. 

An example of how to calculate how much N to apply as a  
side dress     
Total N  for corn is 1. 25 lbs of N per bu of your average yield  so 170 
bu x 1.25 lbs of N / bu =  212 lbs of N (needed) . What are your 
sources of nitrogen:  our soils provide 65 to 80lbs of N to our crops 
each year.  You daily spread 20 tons of manure/ ac  with 2lbs of N 
contributed /ton = 40 lbs and you applied 30 lbs of N at planting. 
Adding the N contributed by all of the sources:  65 + 40 + 30 = 135 
lbs of N.  The total minus what has been supplied = 212—135 = 77 
lbs of N.  Not every lb of N that you sidedress  is taken up by your 
crop  so some percentage is lost for example 15%  so you have to 
over supply N by that rate 1.15 x 77 = 88lbs of N. 
This is  a simple example. If you want a specific N recommendation  
for your individual fields you can use  a few specific fact sheets on  
the nutrient management website to help you develop your own  
field plan: 
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet4.pdf 
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet21.pdf 
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/tables/soils_database.pdf 

Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 
NYS DEC 793-2554, Oneida County Soil & Water 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 



Farmers and skin cancer  
(source: Ag Web- Farm Journal) 
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 Skin cancer is the single most common cancer in the United 
States and the rising number of incidents is staggering: 5.4 cases in 3.3 
million people in 2012, according to The Skin Cancer Foundation. More 
people are diagnosed with skin cancer each year than all other cancers 
combined. 
 Farmers, livestock producers and agriculture industry personnel 
are part of core skin cancer statistics related to outdoor work, 
consistently ranking highest in overall sun exposure. “Farmers are 
definitely in the most high-risk skin cancer category. 
 The three most typical skin cancers are basal cell carcinoma, 
squamous cell carcinoma and melanoma. Of the three, basal cell is the 
most common and often found on the face, neck, ears, scalp, nose, and 
shoulders. Caught early, the cure rate is almost 100%. “Basal rarely 
spreads and the risk of metastasis is less than .5% 
Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) is the second most common type 
of skin cancer, and although relatively simple to cure when caught early, 
can be highly aggressive if unchecked. Over 1 million SCC cases are 
diagnosed each year in the U.S., resulting in approximately 15,000 
deaths. “This can almost look like psoriasis and is an underestimated 
tumor,” Roy says. “It can get into lymph nodes or other organs and can 
kill you. Certainly it can be more aggressive than commonly thought. If 
you’ve got dark pigment skin, this may be the skin cancer you get. 
Darker skin doesn’t mean you’re protected.” 
Melanoma ranks as the rarest, but most serious form of skin 
cancer, causing 9,000 deaths per year. It is typically highly aggressive 
and can pop up anywhere on the body, even on areas with no sun 
exposure: palms, soles, genitalia, eyes, navel, or inside the mouth. 
 The majority of melanomas are diagnosed in white men over 55. 
However, prior to 50, the majority of melanomas occur in white women. 
Overall, 1 in 27 white men will get melanoma; 1 in 42 white women will 
get melanoma. 
 As with any cancer, early detection increases survival rate. “The 
earlier you catch melanoma, the shallower it will be. Generally, a thin 
melanoma kills 2% to 5% of people, but the numbers go to 80% for a 
deep melanoma 
 What does melanoma skin cancer typically look like? Roy 
describes an asymmetrical dark spot, usually larger than 6 mm diameter 
with jagged borders, color variation, and changes in appearance. A five-
letter (A-E) framework provides a general melanoma description. A = 
asymmetry; B = border irregularity; C = color variation; D = diameter 
over 6mm; and E = evolution or change. 

Prevention For farm workers of all stripes, sunshine is a basic 
element of daily work. Roy recommends limited exposure whenever 
possible, supplemented with long sleeves, hats, sunglasses and 
sunscreen protection of at least 30 SPF (water-resistant and broad 
spectrum to block UVA and UVB, two common types of radiation). 

https://www.skincancer.org/


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 
(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 Mark Smith       PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service     Morrisville, NY 13408 
 
      315-447-7579 Mobile 
       Email: mark@smithagservice.com 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

Jason Caruso               Frank Caruso 
 315-725-8335                        315-733-3965 

 
 
 
 
        
         

 
       

201 Jackson Rd.   
Frankfort, NY  13440 

Office:                                Brian Landphere 
315-732-5759   315-534-8902 



Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 30 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY  13309 
800-735-3276 
gary.niedzielski@farm-family.com 

Representing Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company,  
United Farm Family Insurance Company, and  

Farm Life Insurance Company, Glenmont, New York 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena & Blue Seal Feeds, Bale Wrap, 
Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar Fence 

Posts, Red Wing Boots and More! 
9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 

315-865-5281 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 



N
o

n
-P

ro
fi

t 
U

S
 P

o
st

ag
e
 

P
ai

d
 

O
ri

sk
a
n

y
, 

N
Y

  
1

3
4

2
4
 

P
er

m
it

 #
 6

8
 

1
2
1
 S

e
c
o
n
d
 S

tr
e
e
t 

O
ri

sk
a
n
y
, 

N
Y
 1

3
4
2
4
 


